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in tire D* strict of St. Francis. Thc sub-assooiations, for
rviose organization tire rules of tira Associations or L.1-
val aud Jacques Cartier provido, hiave, Iow-vcr, been
cstablished but in a very few districts of inspection, aid
tlroy are naL in a very prosperous condition

If rve bear in mind tire practical utiiity of suci con-
ferences, aud tire importance ta Leacirers of refrcsiring tiroir
intellectual aud moral powvcrs, adding to their knorvledgc
of tire art -'f tcaciring, mrrtrraiy strengtirening tiroir endu-
rance by good wvords, anrd increasing tiroir aptitude by tire
niauy examplec tire discipline of tire Normal and Model
sciroals can oflier, lu a word, avaiding tire routine jnu
wii tao rnany are easily led by over confidence in tiir
own abilities, or a relapse into a state of dcspondency,
infinitely viorse tiran. routine, o menust admit that tireb
associations complete the utseftiness of tire Normal Sciroals,
and are af an importance only secoudary ta tlrem. It is,
Lhen, vitir miroi satisfaction that wvo are now called ripan
ta notice the sucessful, efforts of tire two last associations
ta secure a largo attendance af toacirers at tire celebration
of the fiftli anniversayy of their foundation ; se vieil àttonrded
indeed wvere tiese conferences, held in May last at Quebec
auJ Montreai, that tirey reaiiy assumed tire character af festi-
vals at vilnici tire fraternity lied met ta, commeinorate the
advance af intellect and of publie education. Without
dweiling on those proceedings, af ihl reports wiii be
founrd else-%vhere, vo may add that in addition ta the purpils
ofthe Normal Sohools, there iere present attire conferences
.15 teecirers in Qnebec and 76 in Montreai, wv1o participeted
in meny interesting discussions on subjeots coanected
wvith education, and iistened to tire lectures and discorîrses
aof the most experienced teachers, iucluding tire professors
af tire Normal Scioois. The Hou. tire Superintendent of
Eduication attended tire meetings of botir associations, as
inay bo seen by the reports; and wve take tire liberty of
repeat;r.g here somne vwords of advice ie addressed ta tire
teachors on these occasions. Having congratuiaed tirera
on the successful develapment af their associations, hie said:-
Iii vierv of the great efforts Goveru ment liad made ta train
new teachers, it vins only just tiret it, sirouid iot have over-
iooked the aid, wvho liad sorved tire country et a ime thiri
caiiing vies even less remunerative, and wlien tirey enjoyed
less protectian, tiran at prescrit. It vies this consideration
wlrici led ta the establishrment af tire Teachers' Pension
Fuud, the Jaurnais of Education and the Teecirers' Asso-
ciations; but uniess t-aolrers contributed ta tire support af
these tirree powerful sources af impravoment tirey could
uaL reap tire benefits intended for them. Witi regard ta
tire Teacirers' Pension Fund, it haâd been said that tire
pensions rvent on continuelly dimir!isiing. Tire reason
wvas quite plain; it -wes because tire number af teachers

-liro irad subscribed wves too limited. Moroover, sorte lied
subscribed vira rere just an the point of withdra-wing from
tire exeroise of tiroir profession ; but hoe (the Stiperiri-
tendent) bad, wv1en, it wvas evident tiret applications wrve
made iu eccordance witir ungenerous calculations, refused
tire pension and returned tire premiums. Sonretimes, Irov-
evor, after a subscriber lied peid tire premirira during ane

or two ycars, lio had ciaimed a pension, wvhich, of course, it
was impossible to refuse. These vore tho causes to
wvhici tho unprasperous condition of the fund mnust bc
referrod. Re (tire Superintendent) had, often, in bis Reports,
recommended an increaso in the legisiative grant for this
abject ; but it wus also necessary tiat teacirers shouid show
they wvero entitlcd to such a favor ; and this they àaight
du by praving they can appreciate what had aLeady
been (loue for thoii wefl-being. But some refused ta stnb-
scribe to the ftind, saying they wouid ini ail ptabubiiity
nover require it. Theso, no doubt, were very fortunato ;
yet tirey miglit perhaps advantageousiy yield to pilian-
thropy that wvhich they refursed ta the dictates of prudence.
~WVirt botter use of tioir wvealth than to relieve the inflrm-
ities of thcir aged feilow-laborers? This was a duty, whichi
in common -,viti ail gooci mon, devolved upan them. A
fiînd of tis nature -was nlot peculiar ta teacirers, almiost
every calling in aur cities hais Uts trade-association, main-
tained in a very flourishing condition by the contributions
of its members and wvithout receiving any aid from the
Legisiature. Teachers, bath. maie and female, who had
negiected ta, subseribe ta the fund, almost every day came
tw solicit, evenlwith tears, a pension tirat it -vas nlot in his
poawcr ta grant,-trat, it wouid bo positively unjust to drawv
from the firnd. The unavailing regrets of tirese poar people
sirould not go unheeded by those who now negiect ta sub-
scribe, or who deciare they wiiI nover stand in need af tho
benefits it can confer. Tire Journal of Educatian, hoe wns
happny ta say, liad received a large accession ta the number
of its sub±sribers during the year; stili thora were rnany
teadhers wvho did not receive it. The School l'rspoctors hiad
nuticed that a rnarked improvement liard tak-en.piaco in the
sehioc!s wviere it -%vas received,; and as 1lie b...)scription wvas
oniy lhaif-a-doliar, every teacher should take it. Tire
Journal lied been rendered as attractive as possible. Apart
from practical information in the art of toadhing and cdu-
cational news, its coiumns always contained abnîndanco of
literary, scientifie, and other instructive extracis ; and as
it wun deoted exclusiveiy ta the interests af teachers, thoy
slrould certainiy maintain it, the mare so, as the subscription,
vins aimost nominal. It wvouid aiso be ta their advantage
ta obtain subsèriptions amang their pupils and friends; for
in daing this, they would extend the influence of tiroir pro-
fession in the comniunity, nioh is of the first importance,
as iL is an acknowvledged fact that they and their stîccossors
mîust bc the gaiers by tihe diffusion of usefuil knorvledge
and the developuront of a popular taste for poule learn-
ing and the sciences. And noxv a rvord about teachers'
conferences. If teachers theraselves did not feel the im-
portance wviich attached ta these professianal meetings iL
were indeed hopeiess tu expect they would do anything
for seif-protoctian-far iess for seif-improvenrent. Strange
as iL mighit appear, tire most indefatigable persoverance
had been required on tire part ai thoso who liad under-
taken tIc management of th. *iachcrs' associations ta
sustain them. But Zalor improbus omnia vincii, and it naw
appeared as though such praisewortiry efforts viere about
ta meet wil a woli merited and auxiotisiy hoped-for


