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self, just so long does he make little or no progress. Unlike any
other profession, teaching offers few or no facilities for any indivi-
dual engaged in 1t 1o see how others go to work in the school-room.
And vet there is no profession that hus a greater necessity for avail-
ing onesell of the practical experience of others. . .
Teachers may, by reading, gain the manuner in which other dis-
tinguished educators conducted the exercises of the school-room ;
but'this is of little avail, Nothing can take the place of a visit in per-
son to another teacher’s room. There are thousands of little things
that may thus be learned of which no book can give an account,
nor can it be imparted to the inquirer by conversation. If a teacher
desires to elevate himself in lus profession, he must necessarily
visit some of his brethren who are successful; he must go into the
schiool-house and see how every lesson is conducted, see how the
different scholars take their places in the classes to which they be-
fong, how they walk along the floor, whether they have a heavy
elephant tread, or one so light and silent as not to disturb a sick
man’s slumber : lie must observe whether the pupils are kind and
pleasing to one another and to their teacher, and are orderly in all
their proceedings. Some teachers have a way of making every-
thing go on smoothly, regularly and neatly, in their school room,
of which others could make themselves masters did they but o
and sce how it wasdone. Some teachers will look a school into order,
others will do it by a vord, others by a smile, and others by a
frown. Some have the facuity of making a recitation very lively
and interesting ; others very dull aund tiresome. To see a 1horougf\
teacher—~=a successful teacher—before his class, and hear him con-
duct an exercise, is of more teal value to any teacher than reading
\;'l}ole volumes of lectures on teaching.—J. H. B., in the Woodstock
‘imes.

Attention.

The ability of any person to held the mind in a fixed condition
to receive whatever may be communicated to it, is the first ele-
ment of intellectnal power. Without it all the faculties of the mind
must, uecessarily, be enfeebled aund their action aimless and super-
ficial. A mind incapable of giving undivided attention must be
deficient 1n the power of comprehension; perception cannot be
acute ; companson and judgment fail 5 association is weak; and
memory is consequently fecble and treacherous.

The importance of so training the mind of the child as 10 m-
crease the power ol attention, will be manifest to every one who
understands the nature of the human intellect, or desires to place
the elements of success within the reach of the young. The evils
growing out of inattention are lcgion, but, in a vast” majority of
cases, are attributed to some other cause.

\What teacher has not been surprised and disheartened, il not
sorely vexed, when, after a most explicit presentation of 4 state-
ment or aunouncement ot a rule, has found mauy pupils declare,
« I never heard you say so0.%?

Itis related of a teacher, that, for the purpose. of testing the
wower of attention of her pupils, she stated a circumstance to one
individual, in plain, positive Janguage, and requested her to state
the same with great care to a sccond, the second to a third, and so
o, until the statement should be made to twenty persons. Then
the twentieth individual was requested to relate to the teacher what
had been communicated to her; but so changed had the statement
become that the teacher could uot recognize the shghtest resem-
blance(i in idea or language, to that which she had first commu-
mcated.

We take the liberty of presenting a very forcible illustration of
our subject from an incident related by Prof. JohnS. Hart, late
Principal of the Ph'ladelphia High School, in a most_excellent
lecture on Attention. He remarks,—¢¢ At the examination for ad-
mission mto the Philadelphia High School, as a means of testing
how the faculty of attention had been cultivated, candidates were
thulrcd 10 wiite a passage from dictation. On one occasion I took

ms 1o copy 2 few of the exercises, in order to show the singular
treaks which an uncultivated ear may be led into. The first clause
of the sentence [ read to be copied was thus:

<t Every breach of veracity Indicates some latent vice.

¢ The following are examples of the understanding of some of
the candidates s

« Every breach of veracity indicates some Jatest vice.

¢ Every breach of vivacity indicates some great advice.

« Every breach of veracity indicates some Jaten vice.

«t Every breach of veracily indicates sume late device.

i Every breach of feracity indicates some latent vice.

« Every breach of rascality indicates some fadened vice.

¢« Every branch of vuracity in the next some Iatent vice.

# Every reach of their acidity indicates some device,

+ In another part of the passage occurred the words ¢ pelty oper~
ations.” ‘The following examples will indicate the understanding
of some of the candidates :

‘¢ Petty alterations.’ ¢ Pelty observations.” ¢ Patriarchial in-
stitutions.? ¢ Pelty obiations.’ ??

. Prof. H. remarke, ¢ we cannot take too much pains in early life

in arousing this power of attention. Depend upon it, no matter

how much learning, so called, is crammed into a youth, his intel-

lectual development is not begun until this power is aroused He.
may have a vague, dreamy sort of knowledge, may dosome things

b{ rule, may acquire by rote, but his powers are not invigorated.

He does uot grow until he really begins to see aud hear, and to

feel terra firma under lus feet.?*—(Mass. Teacker.)

OFFICIAL NOTICES.

ERECTION, SEPARATION AND ANSEXATION OF SCHOOL MUNICIPALITIES,

His Excellency the Governor General in Council was pleased, on the
26th September Jast,

To erect the Village of Etchmin, in the County of Lévis, into a separate
School Municipality, embracing the eastern part of the Parish of St.
Romuald 10 Benson’s farm inclusive, towards the west.

Itis Excellency the Governor General in Council was pleased, on the
2ud instant,

1. To crect into a School Mubnicipality the new parish of St. Liboire,
in the county of Bagot, comprising a tract of two leagues in depth by
one and a half leagues in front, bounded north by Ste. Rosalie and St.
Simoa ; south by St. Dominique aad the Township of Milton; on the
north-west by St, Domiuique and Ste Rosalie, and on the south-east by
the Towaship of Upton.

2. To crect South Winslow, in the county of Compton, into a School
Municipality, with the following limits, viz: Towards the north to ex-
tend from River Felton, having on every other side the same boundaries
as tlie Township of Winslow.

APPOINTMENTS.
SCHOOL COMMISSIONERS.

1lis Bxcellency the Governor General in Council was pleascd, on the
24th September last, to mwake the following appointments of School
Commissioncrs, viz:i—

County of Beauce.—Municipality of Shenley : Messrs. Thomas Chan-
E:}gnc, Charles Leclaire, Pierre Chabot, Alfted Roy, and Gaspard

izicr.

His Excellency the Governor General in Council was pleased, the 26th
September last, to make the following appointment of a School Com-
misgioner, viz i—

County of Lévis.~—St. Nicolas : Mr. Louis Dubois.

His Excellency the Governor Geueral in Council, was pleased, the
2nd inataot, to make the following appointments of School Com-
missioners, vizi—

County of Wolfe.—St. Gabricl of Stravford: Messrs. Michel Hebert,
Georges St. Paire, Eucher Arcand, Rémond Coté. and Eusébe Brotheur.

County of Temiscouata.—Riviére du Loun : Messrs, Georges Michaud,
and Abondance alios Bonté Gagnon. *

County of Bagot.—St, Liboire: Messrs. Médard Dcsmauis‘ André
Vandandsigue, Toussaiat Lamourcux, St., Frangois Houle, and Joseph
Fontaine.

County of Compton.—South Winslow: Messrs. Alexander McLceod,
Hensy Layficld, Colin Noble, John Mclver, and Thomas Leounrd,
Esqure.

His Excellency the Governoy General in Council was pléased, the
12th instant, to make the following appointment of a School Com-

«t Every bridge of eracity indicates some Jate advice. .

Toissioner, viz 1—



