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that subject, There are some who wili tell us—and tell us truly—~that !

a perfectly desinterested loveof learning, alove of learning” which
needs 1o spur or incentive from without, but which is led forward by
the intrinsic charms and graces of the subject, that that is the love of
learning which is most truly valvable. This may be so in the abs-
tract ; and there have been cases in which poverty itself has proved
no insurmountable obstacle tu that thirst for instruction which, in
earlier times of less material development, led men from the very
ends of the earth to the sources where knowledge was to ho acqui-
red. But we are to consider the wants and the evigencies, the dan-
gers and the temptations, of the particular age in which we live;
and I appeal to you whether it is not true, that, in a time of gieat
commercial enterprise and of rapid commercial development, there
is such au increase of the danger that all the higher aspirations of
our nature will be overborne that it becomes us, as wise men—as
practical men—to seek the aid of every instrminentality which may
assist us in keeping alive that culture of the human mind and of the
human intellect which has done so much for this country and for
Christendom ; which a0 greatly contributes to the adornment and en~
Jjoyment of life, and without which no great society candischarge its
highest and most sacred duties. The system of examinations which
has been organized is no novelty. Those who come from she Uni-
versities have had long experience npon that subject ; and if you are
lold thatthe eflect of competition isto introduce an ungenerous rivalry
into the minds of youth, if you are told that the stimulus given to
schools will lead to the neglect of the mass of the pupils, in order
that there may be more time and greater opportunity in the higher
cultivation of a favoured few—if you are told, as you are sometimes
honestly, but erronneously told that the effect of competition is to give
an undue preponderance to the intellectual, as compared with the
moral elements of character—rely upon itthat those who speak from
an experience which has extended now over centuries, will tell you
that you may safely dismiss from your minds at once all such ap-
prehensions. I say frankly and fearlessly that there is nothing more
zenerous than the sentiments which are inspired into the breasts of
youths by rivalry such as that to which I am now referring. It is
n itself essentially incompatible with selfish ideas and objects.
Learning is nota limited quantity in such sense that he who obtains
it becomes a standard-bearer for others ; and the treasure to which
he invites them isatreasure which isacceptable to all mankind. And
as to schools, depend upon it that that is an idle apprehension, and
that the schools which pay the gzreatest attentionto their best boys
will, as a general rule, pay the greatest attention to all their boys.
As to the apprehended preponderence of the intellectual over the
moral qualities, [ will venture to say to those who make such an
objection, that they are under an error as serious as can well be con-
ceived ; for if there is one more fact more generally and conclu-
sively established than another, by examinations of the teachers of
youth, it is this, that diligence, and the self-denial which diligence
mvolves, are in themselves a test of moral qualities, no less than
the promise of intellectual distinction. [ must say a few words in
explanation of the main consideration which induces me to urge this
resolution on {our notice. I see in this resolution, and inthe subject
to which it relates, not the close and consummation of the examina-
tions which have lately been held, but the beginning of greater
things. I see in them the resumption bf the ancient Universities
of the country of their true relation to all classes of the community,
asinstitutions which have been the pride and glory of Christendom,
and which ought to dispense their benefitato ail ranks of our fellow-
citizens. This was the true aim of the Univertities upon their first
foundation. They never were intended tobe the monopoly of the rich.
They were intended to work the deep mines of capacity and of char-
acter which exist throughout the whole of every great civilized
community ; they were intended to draw forth from hidden corners
and recesses, wherever they existed, the materials of genius and ex-
cellence for the glory of God and the advantage of the country ; and
that they fulfilled. Go back to the periods when the great move-
ments of the human mind commenced, and see where it was that
those processes were elaborated, and whence it was that 400, 500,
600, 700 years ago, light flowed in England. It was from the Uni-
veisities; and as one great poet, Milton, has called Athensthe ¢« Eye
of Greece,” su well and truly may it be said, in reference to their
early history, that the Universities of Oxford and Cambiidge were
the eyes of England. I do not say that at present that function is
fully discharged. On the contrary, we see that for several centuries
those universities have performed duties most importantindeed and
most useful, but comparatively limited. In the main, their utility
has been chiefly confined to tlie rich. They have educated the
clergy, and in so doin"ﬁeh.ve performed a great service to the country.
They have educated the greater number—almost the whole, indeed
—of the sons of our high nobility. They have educated the princi-

pal part ofthe sages of the law ; but that s not the whole of their duty ;
we have in England vast classes of men who are not comprised 1
the category to which I have referred—vast classes ot whom the grea.
assembly now before me is a specimen—and [ must confess that !
have never come mto South Lancashire, whether into this town ot
Liverpool, or into the great and intelligent community of Manchester,
without feeling deeply what 4 blank there was—what a voul existod
requiring 10 be filled up—and how the connexion between the Ume
versities and this great community of South Lancashire had so
dwindled away that it would make but little dufference i the Uraver.
sities if Sonth Laucashire were jn tuing.  This shows that we have
fallen far short of that which our forefathers designed. Am | to be told
that because Liverpool is a great commercial cummunity, therefore
the higher culture of the human mind is to be bamshed from s
boundary 7 There cannot be a grosser error.  Commerce and leam-
iug have been united in many communities, and Florence was
among the firat of commercial cities at the very time when 1t save
birth to a greater amount of intellectual force, and did more for the
civilization of mankind than suy other commumty at auy periud o
Christian history. Do not, therefore, let us submit to the degrading
belief that if commerce is to flourish and zrow in Liverpool, Liver-
poo! must of necessity lie behind in reference to those pursuus
which do so much to refine and elevate the human mnd, and which
form the principal subjects of our consideration to-day. Aud petnnt
e to say that if I have spoken strongly on the subjeet of competi-
tive examinations, and been sanguine in my expectations of beue-
ficial results from them, I am free toadmit that [ have perhiaps some-
thing in the nature of local sentiment, withal respeet, because [
feel assured that in any system of competition that may be esta-
blished—and provided that it be a fair and open system—Sonth
Lancashire and Liverpool will hold their own. My Lord, in urging
on this meeting that they should hail the occasion which b: -
called us toget?xcr to-day, and should consider the present pre
ceadings as only the very begiuning of what is henceforth
be accomplished ; Ido so because I feel that those proceedine
romige the renewal and the re-establishment of that relat
tween the old Universities of the country and the great commerc. ¢
and manufacturing communities of the country, which is not, indeed,
altogether in abeyance, but which has been feebie, which has been
languishing, and which requires 1o be reinvizorated and restored.
The Univetsities cannot afford to dispense with the aid and moral
influence which they would derive from striking their roots deeper
among {ou. They are at present engaged almost cutirely although
not exclusively, in providing education for the rich—for a cla~-
which will, if the Universities do not provide it for them. contrive.
in virtue of their riches, to provide it for them=elves. We desire te.
see them providing education for those who wre not able to provide
it, at least in the f\inl\e.st form, from their own sesources. I am
sanguine enough to Delieve that these local exmmmations will not
end with local examinations, but that those who ure brought into con-
tact with the cultureof the University, through the medium of loeal
examinations, will in great and increasing numbers desire to partake
of the benefits of residence in e Universities, themselves. On the
other hand, I entertain asan ,aine hope that the Universities, finding
this disposition existing, willnot be wanting either in skill or promp-
titude in adapting their arrangements to the existing waats of the
comnunity ; that they will so frame them as to enable the youth o:
Liverpool, and of other Klaces similarly circmstanced, to resort 1o
them for the benefit of the training which they give without making
a sactifice of those years which it is impossible for them to devote
to the pursuit of leaming without a departure fiom the absolute
and necessary purposes of a commercial community. Al this we
have before us in hope, and in prospect it forins a pleasing picture;
and depend upon it that if we will only in detail “each in his own
private circle, in this family and in society—endeavour to wive it
effect, there is nothing contained in it which reasonable men may
not hape 1o see speedily achieved for the benelit of the country. e
work, allow me 1o say, is one which, if successfully carried on,
will not be the least important of the performances of the remark-
able age in which we live, and will contribute, in modes and dezrees
—far more than any among us can distinctly reckon—both to in-
crease female happiness and virntue, likewise 1o the maintenanec of
England, and the discharge ol the deties of England, as one of the
very foremnost amonyr these uations which leadthe cause of civiliza-
tion 1n the world. The right hon. gentleman concluded by moving
a resolution conveying thanks to the University of Oxford for ins-
tituting these midJle class examinations.*—English Journal of
Lducation.



