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ion or Mr. llenry Lathiam's book on ExaminaLions. 1I
wisliîoîlier examiners would work in lus spirit, and telli
us abouit aims and methods of examining as he lias doue.1
Ilis vr so initerested me, thiat I thought the subject ofi
iL, even Nvhcn treated in a very inferior manner, miglit1
imterest you - but one's ime both in preparing andi

giiga lecture, is necessarily very limited, and 1 must
titis evening confine myseifto a few hints which sug-1
gest t liemselves 10 nme f romn ry own experience. If 1tam
t<) say anything useful. I must t.alk about what I arni
îîratically famniliar witlî. Now 1 have for many years1
beeu teacing- and examining boys below 16. Beyond
lit age 1 have hiad a litIle to do whichi thern, so I wishi
yoLl bt consider my remarks as referriîîg to the exami-i
îîing or young boys or girls only..

i said just now that 1 should like to get belîind the
examinier. This is sornetires impossible, but there ài
one examiner 1ý'e may know a good deal about if we
wili bakie the trouble, viz., ourselves. Every teacher
spends a great deal of his time in exarining ; and, in
tact, his skill iu tcaching depends to some extent, to a
large extent îndeed, onbis skill examining. Our subject
to-n iglit does flot include vicdl voce questioning, but only
examination papers - and these are set, or should be set,
fromi Limie to Lime by the person who gives the instruc-
tion. At the end of every stage in the journey-before
1 lie liolidays mostl y-tlhere is an examination by writing.
In some schools the masters examine each other's forms;-
in soine cases, an externalttauîhoiîy is called ini ; and
occasionaily ; titougli very seldom I should hope, te
labour is divided,-îhe instructor d1oes tiot to set the
tiapersi)but only markis the answers. I do flot hink I
ever heard of the teachier setting te questions and
sorne onc cisc r-narking the answers. IL is thought, I
suppose, thiat iunttis case te master would set only
those hings witich lie knewv bhe boys to be familiar
w~itii. But I arn inclined to maintain taI, if the ques-
tions are set by one mant, and the answers looked over
bv another, the teecher should set the questions.
Whatever Lite subjecî, the area of possible kinowledge
is always too greaL for the young to be familiar with
every part of il, and îîobhing is more vexatious and
dliscouriag-ing, both to teacher and tauglit, than for- some
one who linows nothing of the teaching given, to come
and propound a set of questions wvhicit lie jusb outside
thiose portions of te subject titat bave been specially
dwveit upon. There is, 1 aiiiniI, a grave objection t0 one
rnan's asing the questions, an(l anoLher lookiing aI the
answers. No one Lakes proper iriterest in te answers
excepi lite proposer of tbe question ; and yet il seems 10
ine so important that the questions shouid foliow te
teacliing, thît in lual cases. w'ere the examiner is not
Lie teachier, I wvould have him procure fromn the teacher
a set of questi ons, and choose from tlîem about as inany
questions as lie- sets out of bis own head. lit tliis way
lie will geL somne notion beforeliand of te main lines of
the teaching, and if lie finds a very strongiy înarkied
différence betweeîi the anstvers t0 the teachier's questions
and thie answers to easy questions of lis own, lie will be
able 10 pronounce that the teacher lias ivorked 100
inîîch in a groove.

But whieth-,er, the final examination is in hlus bands or
not, thc teaclîershould from time to Lime give lus pupils
a pape!' on tute stibjeet Lhey are studying. But papers
must be set, and foi thc most part looked over, ouI of
school ; and liere contes ini the obstacle of laziness, (Or,
10 use te objective rather than tie -subjective naine,
want of imie,) which teaciiers, as far as I have observed,
are îlot more exemlpt from titan others niortals. The day
for the paper is fixeti long beforehiaîd, but thle Leacher
Persuades hirnseif hbecan go to work anîd set IL at soi-e'

odd time before it is wan Led. So lie puts off tilt be camij
put off no longer, and tiien lie sits down andi dashes oira
paper, asking ut iîat cornes into his head aI the
momenL. I1thnk I have got behinti the examiner hiere.
Cerbainly I must plead guilîy 10 lîaving ofLen and ofLeni
under-estimated te lime iL would Lake me to set a papeî'
s0 that I have had great difficulty in finishing it, and
then have left in my hurry some porlions of the subject
which mly pupils cerLainly oughî to have beeui examiîîed
in. Theb est way t0 avoid te danger is, I believe, ta
pre pare material for the paper allhrough ohce's tea-
ching. To do this properly, we must have made up 0111
minds what sort o f questions we are going Lo ask; we
muet have arrangeti otr different typez of questions, anti
we cati then collect . good questions under te varions
iîeadings. 1 shall perhaps explain my mneaning best by
taking a particular subject. Supffse we are reading a
foreigu book with our pupils. Wo- have severa.l objects
befo.re us. Firat, ive wish to exercise our pupils' intelli-
gence ; secondly, we want 10 couflrm and advance Iheit'
knotvledge of the gram mat.ical construction of the foreigit
language ; thirdly, we wish to fix in thoir mids al bte
important words or idioms that occur in our aullior'
fourthiy we must sce that they enter int the meaniîîg
of the book they are reading, -and can g ive a clear ac-
count of every passage, even of passages difficuit ini
ex pressioni or allusion.

This is by no means an exhaustive accoujît, but soîne
sucli scheme of objects we should always seule before-
liand. Our examination paper is to test, as far as may
be,.our success lu eac h of these parliculars. The intel-
ligence of our pupilis iIl by bested by questions of very
diffèrent kinis ; thougli howv far we have contributgd La
its developuient, nmust always reniaiti undecideti. Qutes-
lions ivili occur 10 us ft'om îiLime 10time whiclî caîtuot
be aîîswcrcd by mere iiicmory, andi such. questions we
siîould carefully treasutre ttp tilt thiey are wanted.
Otiier questions will occur 10 ns lun greab numbers, and
wveil should enter Lhemn in a note-book utiider varions
heads, eilher wvien we are preparing 10 give a lesson,
or, perhaps better stili, wiien we have given iti. 1 may
say in passing, thiat if te teacher mark lus own book,
titis wili often save lis time inblirking of viva voce
questions, and will also enable lm 10n ask the saine
questiotn agaiîî and again-a most important point ii
beachin,. iBut il vould be unwise to nmark iin a boouk
wiîich nmust be lefI about, the pieces especialiy gooti for
setting ini the examitiation ; an d besides, our questions
iiad better be registered under their proper categories.
How sitould w~e test our pupil's knowledge of te grain-
unatical structutre of the foreigu language ? Not, Mos t

assuredly, by asking, as examiners are boo proue 10 aski,
about some atuomaloîts words which are seldom sec'>
except lu graniars or examination paprs-tîte use o
the regular pilral of the Fr'ench word oil, e. g., or Lit0
gender of teges lun Latin, a word whîicit some old grai-
marian lias done a disservice 10 lite hiîniat race by meil-
tioning as a féminine, thouglii t doi-s îot occur witiu ai'
adjectivesin any extant author. Tue lendeiicy 10 asi
what nobody shouiti try 10 remember,-lo ask, e. g.,

II fow many notes a tacklint lias,
And whether sIîawms have strings,

istlitebesetting sit of examiiîers. Iiitor,geograpiYî
andi kindred subjecîs, a defence of Ihis practice hias beetP
aîiempted. If, il lias been argued, the exa minee kuoWe
uttimportant things, lie must à forliori know the iniipOi'
tant. Butt, ailotving this 10 be true, lte practice is sti il
utterly unjustifiable. We waiit 10 encourage inteliigelle
stttdy, and the examiner lias ino righl. 10 ignore resulis,
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