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Addrems to Young Teachers (1)
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OYa few words of advioe to the students Ieaving, Moray

i')Delivered, before the students cf Moray House Free Church Train-
colee at their parting soiree, by Dr. Ferguson cf the Edinburgh

No. 7.

Huse. 1 do so, flot from any sense of my ability to say any-
thing valuable, but fromn my desire to, renew my acquaintance
With au institution in which I spent many of the most profitable
and valuable years of my educatioxial life. To say anything ncw,
or even unutsual, to young men and womnen who have been rau-
sacking works on method, or or mental or moral training, who
have been the special objeets of exhaustive lectures on sucli sub-
jeets for the last two years, and who have just risen fromn a Gov-
ernment examination, well up in ahl details, is a hopeless task.
In fact, I very mueh fear that if 1 were to be examined by my
audience on these matters, they would have littie difficulty in
concluding, that I had a siender dlaim. te authority in regard, to
thcm. StilI, I know the students of Moray buse from several
yc1ars' acquaintance wi th them. Lt is somewhat over ten years
since I left Moray bouse, and I had then been some years in
the Normal Department. 1 must confess that 1 neyer dealt with
students who had a keener relish for knowledge, or who were
more prepared to sacrifice case and cnjoymcnt to acquire it.
And the subsequent career of many of them lias more than borne
out the promise they then gave. I have no doubt the qualities
of those now before me fully maintain this former reputation, and
give as ample promise for the future. I feel, however, a disad.
vantage on the presént occasion, as comparcd with my former
position. I then allowed no one to differ from me; and if a stu-
dent did not say as 1 said, or did not prove as I proved, he was
eut down fearfully in his examination papers. Now, in the few
rcmarks I make at present, 1 do not wish to occupy the lofty
dogmatical positionî I then held; 1 do not now play the lecturer,
and no cvii consequenees, cither in respect of examinations or
any thing cisc1 can follow those who differ from me. I would
only spcak conversationally, as I would do to a young friend of
my own who was bcginning lis carcer as a teacher, being at the
sanie time convinced that his own judgmcnt and experience
miiglit be as good as mine. I feel sure that you will beprepared
to listen to me in this liglit.

In the first place, 1 would congratulate you on your entrance
into a rcally pleasant, useful, and honourable profession. You
will have to diseharge funictions of the utmost value to the comn-
munity, which to the kindred mind is fraught with marly and
lasting pleasures. To sec the young mmnd growing under your
care, acquiring its marvellous powers nder your direction, and
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