
Futur'e Prospects of the Jews.

they will "1look on him whom they
have pierced and moiirn." They did
esteemn God's beloved Son, strieken,
sutitten of God, and afflicted; but
now they wilI say, Il Surely ive have
been stricken, smitten of God, and
afflieted "; and of him they will say,

I-le wvas wvoundecl for our transgres-
sion, he wvas bruised for our iniquity,
tl)e chastisenient of our peace wvas
upon liimi, and with his stripes we are
healed." It is further observable that
there will flot only be a sense of their
sin as the cause, and a recognition of
the justice of' God as the source of
their miseries, but also deep sorrow
and humiliation of heart, and entire
-icquiescence in ail the (lispensations
of Providence towards thern, however
severe or unaccoutitable they inay
previously h ave consi(lcred thei.
Verbes 42--45 contain the promise
of great blessings, both to the people
and of their once 1âvoured land.
IlAnd yet for ail that," says Jehovah,
for ail tliat-for ail their many and
great offences-for ail their pride,
prejudice, and unbelief-for ail the
severity and prolongation of the
calamity-"l for ail that, 1 Nvill not
east them away, neither wvill I abhor
thera to, destroy them ufterly, and to
break my covenant with theni. I arn
the Lord their God. I change not,
therefore ye sons of Jacob are not
consumed." Lt also appears that the
land itself ivili flot be forgotten be-
fore God; but is, notwithstanding its
present desolation and sterility, en-
joyirqg a very lengthiened jubilce, and
that site is resting and being prepared
again to sijine forth in her original
beauty and fertility. The assigned
reason of ail these pleasing circuim-
stances is Gods owvn covenant en-
gagements. IlAnd I will remniber
my covenant with Jacob, and also my
covenant with Isaac, and also inv
covenant with Abraham, -will I ri-
member; and I will remember the
land, and I wiIl remember to themi
my convenant with thieir ancestors

wliom I brouglit up out of the land
of Egypt in the sighit of the heathea
to be their God. I arn the Lord."
Hence it seems that the deliverance
and happy settlement of their ances-
tors inay be regardcd as a pledge ami
a representation of wliat they inay
yet expeet to enjoy. Ilow truly does
Jehovali say, Il My thouglits are not
are as 3,our thouglits, neither are my
ways your ways.' In w'hat astriking
an(t impressive liglit does this sul)ject
place the justice, the compassion, and
the faithfulness of the Almighty!
Hisjustice appears in the punishmnent
inflicted-his compassion in the long
forbearan ce exercised-in the h appy
deliverance wroughit; his faitlifulie.is
in the fulfilment, of bis covenant en-
gagements. Who would not fear a
being so holy-who would not love
a being so good-who, would not
trust in one 50 fa-itliful ? We noiw
dismiss this passage, and turn ta
Deut. xxx. 1-10. H-ere the folloiv-
ing conbiderations suggest themseves
to our notice :-1. The period re-
ferred to must be the same as the one
we have already had under reý'iew,
for these reasons: I. The curses here
alluded to, are by far too severe (sce
chap. 28), and the dispersion too
universal to suit any part of Jewish
liistory but that whichi began with
their utter extermination and muin as
a nation by Titus, in the 7Othi year
of the Christian era, when not fewer
than a million and a haîf of' thein
most miserably perislied. It is sup-
posed (verse 1) that ail these things
camne upoI themn, the blessing and the
curse, hefore the fulfilment of these
promises. This blcssing, I presumie,
refui-s to their very happy and pros-
perous condition in their own land
beore their various captivities for
their sins. And the cai-se mnust re-
late to those unparalleled iniseri('s
which have come upon theru to the
uttermost for having added to ail
their other crimes that of the nitirder
of the I\Icssiali; this is t/je c'1rse.


