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blanket or moceasins, Then comes the smoking of the sacred cigarctm,
which he must smoke down to the end and let no smoke escape his moutl,
A few whiffs sufficc to make him deathly sick, but he must persevere i
he is to “ win his course.” Then the ;ad stands and prays to the legion
of the Trues, and only in proper order of rank. Then he sits in a given
attitude to learn the songs of the order. Night after night this continueg
until the last song is learned, when the Tho-a-shir, or receiving, completes
the initiation, and he receives the P’ah-cuin-pah, or drink of sacred water,

Now he takes a seat in the semicirele of Cum-pa-hint-lah-wen, holg.
ing their official bows and arrows. For forty-nine hours they recite tj
history and customs of the order, and he is expected to ask such questions
or interject such remarks as show that he is awake and intent ; otherwise 5
thrust with a bow under the ribs serves as o reminder.  Then he is again
embraced and declared fully initiated. DBut now his apprenticeship has
only begun. What patient practice and sclf-mastery to acquire that uy.
paralleled sleight-of-hand and coolness and countrol of even the features,
which fit for the guidance and government of an Indian tribe !

MISSIONS IN ALASKA.
BY 0. E. BOYD, NEW YORK.

Missions in Alaska previous to its purchase by the United States were
carried on by the Russian Greek Church.

In June, 1793, Bishop Josaph and ten monks were sent ont by the
Russian Government. They established the first mission, and erceted the
first mission building on the island of Kadiak. Three years later the
bishop and all but one of the monks were drowned. During these three
years considerable success attended their labors, especially among the
natives on the Aleutian Islands. A few years later Sitka was made the
headquarters of the mission, a church was built, and ever since that lime
regular services have there been maintained.  About 1822 a priest named
Venisninof was sent from Russia and made the Bishop of Alaska. T
was a man of great missionary zeal and considerable literary attainments.
He attained to the highest honors of his Church, and died in 1%,
mourned by the whole Russian nation.  Bishop Nicholas is now in charze
of the diocese. At the time of the transfer of the territory to the Thited
States the Greek Church claimed & membership of 12,140, and still claims
about that number. They have one cathedral and forty-one churches and
chapels. The cathedral is at Sitka, and though not a pretentious build:
ing, is, for so small a town, quite rich in decoration, paintings, altar sir-
vice, jewels, vestments, cte. Several schools were established during this
time by the priests, but not much in the way of practical education seans
to have been given to the natives, their principal teachings liaving been




