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wicked and avaricious priesthood, and the slaves of every conceivable Just.
Who cin look on unmoved 2 Who that has felt the constraining power of
a Saviour's love can behold these millions steeped in sin and not be moved
to go, or do all ke can to send others to proclaim among them the
way of peace and salvation ¢ The population of these countries and islands
amounts in round numbers to 53,000,000. I am sorry that T can find
uothing like complete statistics of the number of missionaries at present
at work, but from the information which I possess, T am sure the number
does not exceed 500 missionaries, including wives as well, or, say, one mis-
sionary to 100,000 inhabitants, We must also remember that this propor-
tion does not represent in South and Central America what it would repre-
sent in India or China. This population is spread over about 8,000,000
square miles, which gives less than seven inhabitants to the square mile.
In China the proportion is about 265, and in India about 200 to the square
mie. Thus in estimating the cfficicncy of the missionary force in these
American Roman Catholic countrics, the sparseness of the population must
be taken into account. In some of the largest of the S:uth American
republics, such as Peru and Venczuela, if we except the agents of the
American Bible Society, almost nothing is being done in the shape of mis-
sionary work.

Nor can we overestimate the importance of this part of the mission
field. These are perhaps the richest lands on the face of the carth, and
are destined crelong to play a very important part in the history of the
world. Their stores of mineral wealth and immense agrienltural resources
are simply fabulous, but are for the most part entirely undeveloped. The
development has, however, commenced, and promises to make rapid progress.
What the descendants of the old conquistadores have failed to do in the course
of centurics English and German capital and enterprise are now rapidly ac-
complishing. Railways are being extended. At the preseut time no less than
four lines of railway are being made right across the South American Conti-
nent.  Two of these transadine railways are nearly if not quite completed,
and another will be completed about the end of the year1895. It is impossi-
Ueto forctell the future history of these countries just now beginning to pour
their products into the markets of the world. In most of them great atten-
tion is being paid to cducation, and immigration is encouraged by the differ-
ent governments, With one or two exeeptions, liberty of worship is en-
joyed in all these republics and the islands of Cuba and San Domingo, and
itis time that the Church of Christ were pouring her Lord’s capital, cn-
trasted to her for Ilis service, into these destitute regions of the globe to
mke them rejoice and be glad at the sound of the blessed cvangel of
peace.  We can learn much from the way in which worldly cnterprises
areconducted. It is estimated that in Peru alone there is invested English
capital amounting to upward of fifty willion of pounds sterling. What
hasthe Church, with all the wealth and talent and energy at her disposal,
done for the spiritual enlightenment of poor priest-ridden Pern, Bolivia, or



