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he responded to the call to be & leader in raising the standard of tae
cvoss in one of the darkest parts of the earch, and entered upon his
work in 1799 at the Cape of Good Hope. Having labor~d for a time
among the slaves, Mohammedans and Hottentots here at the Cape, and
awakened a deep interest in his mission on the part of the colonists,
ne set forward for tho regions beyond ; and then to the northeast,
among Hottentots, Kafirs, and other tribes, shrinking from no labor
or peril, however great, he did a marvellous work for Christ and his
poor. Often opposed, often persecuted, yet never yielding, he devoted
himself with great diligence and fidelity, for 13 years, to the cause he
loved ; and then, with a few farewell words, went suddenly to the rest
his Lord had prepared for him in ¢¢ the better country.” The station
which Vanderkemp founded at Bethelsdorf continued to prosper,
and the work he began under the auspices of the London Society went
on to develop and extend until it has already raised up more than a
hundred native preachers, brought about 6,000 souls into the church,
and won to its instruction about 30,000 adherents.

The Wesleyan Missionary Society began work in South Africa in
1814. Extending its operations by degrees from the Cape Colonyinto,
Kaffraria, Natal, and the Bechuanaregions, it now numbers 40 stations,
60 missionaries, and more than 6,000 church members. The Rhenish
Society, which commenced operations in this field in 1829, now
numbers more than 10,000 members. The Berlin began in 1833 and
has 8,000 members. The American Board, which entered the field in
1834, has grown into three migsions, the Zulu, the East African, and
the West African, and now numbers 30 stations, 48 laborers from
America, more than 40 native assistants, about 2,000 under instrnction
and 7,000 adherents. Besides these, the French Protestant Missionary
Society is doing a large and blessed work among the Bechuana and
other tribes. The Norwegians are laboring among the Zulus, the
Scotch among the Kafirs, the Hanoverians and the Church of England
in Natal and Zululand.

These, with a few other organizations, make movre than a dozen so-
cieties at work in South Africa, occupying more than 200 stations, and
employing about 500 foreign laborers, besides a much larger force of
native helpers. Of the success and value of these labors we get some
idea when we find it estimated that not less than 40,000 souls have
been brought in this way into the Redeemer’s fold, 50,000
children gathered into Christian schools, and 100,000 men and women
blessed with the direct teaching of the gospel of Christ.

Similar labors have been bestowed upon other parts of the continent,
and similar resultsachieved. Wellnigh every Christian nation is coming
to have a mission, one or more, in some part of that long-neglected
land, The mustard seed which the Lord used George Schmidt to plant
150 years ago, in the Southern angle of the continent, though it lay, in



