
litical nioveinents belong to earthly kingdomns, ilierefore a echristian slîould
have nothing to (Io witb thern. 'fli preinise«z wv at oner aîdmit, but the con-
clusion -%'e clcny. The eliristian is a citizen (of n lieavenly city-a subject of

-a spiritual kingdomi; but in tlhe prescrnt life lie i.. as really a member of an
earthly community. H-e (1005 fot rense, t be a citizen whlen lie becomes a
.christian, nor does bis connexion ivith the Chlii rele1se hlm fromn bis duties
as a subject of the State. Ilis political relation> ýztand in tlhe same position
to his religion as bis trade or bis other worldly intprests. Hec docs not iib.xn-
don them ivlen hoe becomes religions, but a neiw spirit is brcatbcd into ail lus
transactions. Nie docs flot go ont of the world wluen hie enters the Cburcb.
but hoe lMarnis to "luse this world as not, abusing it."> Clîiistinity wa,,s never
intendedod destroy ptriotis.m. If' the Bible do'z, not ineuleate it by precept.
as infidels have AbeCted, it doos more--it teaches- it by exaniple.

It miay bc remarked, moreover. thiat wîevrman may say or, desire as
tb the separation of polities and religion, the two subjeets are, ini tlei- wcsct
day, bocoming hopelessiy interiningled. Pcrhapîý there îucver w'ns a perisc(i
in hiistory whlen the iî'liole world was so mucb) a'it'itcd asat the present mlo-
ment ; and thie attentive obser'ver cannlot, help rt aarking thiat ainiosit as uni-
versally the religious eleient iingles with tlî- political. This îuiiglit, be
shown by reference to the countries of' Burope-of Nortli and South Anieri-
ea,--whether their religion bo Protestant, Popilb, or Greek Chiurcbi,-atid
even among, the stolid masses of Asiatic despotisin. lk'ligiaiis moveunents
-were at the founidation of the late Ilussian war. and the religions question
enters int tlie management of the humblest village sehlool. Tl1e public
movements of the day, thon, have a direct bearing upon tlie cause of' Christ,
zfnd cannot ho disregarded by any friendi of Zion. In tbis point of viciw, the
direction of the prophets to the Jews in Babylon bas an appropniateness to,
our time: IlSeek the peace of'îhe city whither 1 have caused you to bu car-
ried away captive, and pu'ay flrst the Lord for it, for in the peace thereof ye
shall have veace."

The principal excuse, however, urged by profcssing christians for neglooct-
ing political afflàirs, is the spirit and maniner in wichl they are conducted.
The pions mnan turns away sick in soni from the degrading personalities-ilhe
unscrupulons acts-the pandering- to the loivest prejudices, and the excite-
ment of vile passions-the onvy, malice, and ail uncharitab1enP4ýs, whichi
characterize party warfare ;-and foots justified in nieglecting publie affirs
altogeth,ýr. But wo put it to sucli as a matter of serious consideration,-whle-

'ther by cbnistians withdrawing from any interference in political afiis, and
leaving the whole sceno of publie life to the ungodlly, thoy are not perpetu-
ating and ratlier increasing the evil iwhîch they lam ent. Whieu such an evil
spirit at present possessos political agitation, is there not tlic more urgent
cajl upon ebristians to use ail their influence to Ilceut it out" Besides, tîme
word of God,-as well as ail experience,-shiows that to, have our public af-
fhirs in the liauds of wicked mon is one of the groatost evils that can affliet
a nation. This is one of the evils under whichi thie neigliboring republie is
suffering. There, politios baîs become so disgusting to right-thinking mon,
that a largo portion of the best members of the coînmunity refuse to have
àny hand in tluem ; and men who value -îlieir character for christianity can
scarcely be induced to enter public lifo. And whiat is the consequence ?-
Why, that thieir gerieral government is a sink of corruption,-as an Amien-
cau clergyman pronotunced it to the writer, "lItme most corrupt on the face of
the earth'-that Congress is filled Nvith rowdies and ruffians-that scenes are
cnacted in the halls of logislation which bringy a reproach upon thme country
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