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The only people of antiquity of whomn wo possess a continuous
authcnitic history is that of Israel. Tho history of the nations that
dwvelt wvithin tho areas of the Ti-ris and the Euiplratcs and along
the lhores Of Nile is now\ i process of construction on the basis
of the inaterials afforded hy the wvritten monuinents of ]3abylonia
andl Assyria, and of Egypt. The antiquity, I (Io not s.ay of these
monuments, but of the times and persons they treat of, exceeds that
of the paitriarcli Ab>raham, with whose story the aunais of Israel
hegin. No sucli antiquity lias been ciainme for the Greek tribes as

i.,cr amoug- primiitive nationalities, because tliey are supposed to
have akrisen iinto a statp of civilization in Helias, inany centuries after
their ancestors, as savage noinads, had taken possession of that land.
The unaimous voice of tradition and history, wvith that of a eandid
reasoiulgi fromn analoýy, is opposed to sucli a gi-atuiitous hypothesis.
The Greeks, %NIicthier Javaii or any other son of Japheth be their
ancestor, struck out for theniselves no new track of migration through
the inhospitabie wilds of Armenia and Asia 3finor iii qucat of tho
I)iuiial of Europe, whicii becamue tho homie of some of theni iii the
accc1)te(I historiczil perio(l. They siml)ly folloNwed in tho wvcstward
course of tho families of inankind from the plain of dispersion.
First to move in that direction were the descendants of Ham, who
peopled Arabia, Egypt and Palestine. Into these, saine counitries
other eiiigranttts froin Shinar found their way. There is little
evidence that the- children of Sliem, with the exception of the faiiy


