
CHRIISTIAN EPITAPES OP

IlSeverns, wvho hald alse the naîne Paschiasius, was bora on one of the Paschal
days, the day before the Nones of April (i. e. April 4tlî), on the day of Jupiter,
(Thursday), in the Consul'ship of Flavius Constantinus and Rufus, most distin-
guishied nmen (i. e. 457 A. D.), Who lived six years. lie received baptistn on the
cleveutli day beforo the Cîilends of May «i. e. April 2lst), and laid asido bis albs
at the sepuichre, on the Octave of Easter, on the fourthi day before the Calends
of h1ay, in tho Consulship of Flavius Basilius, a most distingnished mnu," i. e.
463 A. D>.

1. 1. w om in e. Wîýhether we regard Severi as uscd for &verus, or
governcd by somne word understood, it seems certain that nominie should
be joincd to the uame following, as in De Rossi's nn. 41, 49, 172,
2219, &c. De Rossi romarks "Ille, cujus hoc est epitaum aen

siee materno cognomizne Severus ap)pellatus .Paschasii izoque agnomezz
haliuit, quol -nattes erat anno 457~ die Jovis pasckali." 1. 2. dies Pas-
c/Laies. Used for <lie Pasd&bali. These dies Paschles, as we know
froia a law of the EmperorValentinian, Cod, 'Pheodes. ii. 8, 2, were in
number 15, 7 beforo and 7 af'Ler Easter-day. pridie NVonas Apriles die
Jovis, i. e. on Thursday, .April the 4th, in Easter week, fibr ib the year
457 A.D. (sdil. the ycar in whieh Constantine and Rufus were Consuls),
according to botb Romnan and Alexandrian calculation, Easter-day was
observed on 1)arch the 3lst. 1. 5. percepit, i. e. baptisma percept
"received baptisin." *Percipio is sirnilarly used ini heathen inscrip-

tions, 'whcre it is npplied te those who had participated in the inystie
rites of the Mater Deunb eagna Idcea or of Mithras, known as the
t Paitroeliim and Crioboiium. Thus sve have -percepto Daurobolié
Criobelioqute, in an inscription, given by De Rossi n. 294, of the date

ela sorne instances, where this verb ia used, it is difficuit to decide whetber
the inscription is Christian or Pagan. Tlîus in lleuzen's n. 6147 :-DAI H1 urtius
Vcrînus pater Mi&?-tie Vérin£ et -rurtie Rlorianeni Jiliabus malcmerenliôus crudelis
pater titulum iscripsit. Verina percepit M. X, viexit annos Xl., mease T'; Florianes
percepit M. XII. viczit annis VIi, M EIr Innocentes acceperunt a sue paire quod
ci de/buerant; and in Momrnsen's 1. N. n. 3160 :-D. M. Ingeniose que vixit annis

Mi, M V, Dies XXL. Fde percepit mnesoruin JTIJ. Aur. Fortuniu.s pater fthioe.
Hleuzen regards fide uas used forfldMn; j1 arn incliued te take it as an adverb.

t- The 7'aurobolium and (jioboliurn were respeetively sacrifices of a bull and a
ram, on the occasion of initiations. The persons who received them (qui per-
ceperunt> dcsceuded into a deep pit, which was covered over with a wooden
platfornz composed of pierced planks. On this platforrn the animal was killed,
and the persons beneath present-ed their bodies te receive the blood, as it
deseended threugh the holes. The resuit was believed te ho purification tint
lasted fer twerity years, or everlasing regeneration.


