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hot and poisonous ivas lier blood that the mighty
swvord which reeked tlierewitli melted and burnt
away, ail save the hlt. So it wasted like the
ice whlen the Sun looscos tlie frost-chain and
unwinds the ivave-ropes. Then 13e6wulf swam
unw-ards with his heavv burden. the sca-wo-

gains. Go now wvith gladness to the fehst, and
to-morrow we wvil1 give forth treasure, the dear
meed of -%varriors.'

Great joy ivas there in many-windoîved
Heorot, and when Night covered the ]and withi

man's heacl and the sword-hilt, and having in peace and slept beneatli the bofty arches,
reachied the shore lie sawv the lake dry up. By -,aricn-s wvitl gold: no foe came near the noble
its lair lie carricd the wonîan's head, awvful and dut,':,,ng-place; for Heorot ivas fuliy purged.
glaring, to the mead-hall, and showcd the won- Aftcr that, w~lien Be6wulf wvould make ready
dering Danes the golden~ sword-hilt ivrouglit in i esltcrsthsaagntoisksnn
fashion as a snakze, and marked Nvitli Runic lisveelc tor cos the Gsc ging olis iarcharactas Hygeldc, lord ofsr toc Gtts Kingin Hrohgchaactrs~vhren Uc istryof tsforin loadeci him with a multitude of gifts of gold
set forth. Be6wulf said, 'God and in), strong adrnsac atelansadmd
liand prospcrcd me and gave me victory. Yea,

in ~ ~ ~ Z 1î teglIlaewrse wyti wr trcaty witl him that there sliouid be peace for
icrelith 1giats befretIc Fbooc dfec swr ever betwvixt the Gar-Daaes and the Ge4ts, and

theEtrna Gd îaeoermetee- that the treasures of both pcoplcs sliotld betheEtenalGod! Ibav ovrcoe te ee-held in common. So Beô'wulf and lis corn-mies of Goci, who have battled ,vith Himv unl- panions er, rcd their sharp-keeled ship and
subdued for couintess years ! Wlierefore fr-r sailed to their home across the ivide sea-plain,
flot, King Hrothgâ,ýr, fcr thou and thine r th e-ulspt.Hyemcwloc i
sleep secure in Heorot whicli 1 have cleansed?! th rettmnig solldnfo h aeo a

The %,,ise and lioary king, thc mingled-liaired, .and Be6ô% ulf shared his treasures ivith lis
gazcd long in silence on the sword-hilt, reading frecsac isok e vsi o ogtim
of the Nvondrous smniths that made it after the5 a shame and reproach to the Geàts that they
faîl of the devils. Ilien lic spake gently, 'o 0 eli tlie might and courage of Beôîvulf in but
my friend Be6vu1f, great is tliy glory and up- little esteem, neither made they Iiim a ruler or
lifted higli andi wondrous are thc ways of Godj a chief aniong tliem. During many years the
ivlo through thc wisdom of His great mind son of Ecgtheow greii, uld in good and quiet
distributeth so mucli strength to one man, deeis ; for lie, the fierce in war, ivas gentie of
making him. a rcfuge-city for tlie peoples. But mind, and meekly held the might and strengtli
suifer a kindly word of counsel, dear warrior. ivherewith lie ivas enducd of God. But the
'Mien ail things are subjcct to a m-an, wlen the Swedes came up to battie against the Geâts,
wvorid turneth at lis will, hie forgetteth that the jand in lis time of necd Hyglàc wvent to lis.
ilower of his strengtl and lis glory are but for treasure-louse and brought forth Nagling,
.a little whule before hie leave these poor days 1the wound-hardened sword, old and grey-spot-
and fade away forgotten andi anotlier come in eted, of Hrcthcl, Beôwulf's grancifather, and
lis place. But the great Shepherd of thc gave it to the strong 'Wagmunding, and made
Heavens livetli on, and raisetl up and puttctli himn captain over seven thousand ivarriors and
down whom. H-e ivill. Dear friend, beware of jgave himi a royal seat. So Beôwulf wvent to.
pride, which groweth up andi anon beguiletl the jbattie an.d drave out thc enemy. But Hygeldc
lieart so, fast to sleep that thc warrior rcmemn- fell in the ivar-tuinult. Tliereby the broaci
bereth flot how Death will overpower him. at the kingdoni came by inheritance into Bedwulf's.
last. So gloried 1, -when Nvith spear anmd sword' hand; and hie was macle king, anmd held it
having freed the Hring-Danes froni ail tîcir fifty ycars îvith a strong arm against ail focs,
enemies uinder heaven, I built this meaci-haîl in ruling %visely as a prudent guardian of buis peo-
my pride and reckoned flot upon an adversary. pie.
But God sent Grendel many years to trouble jNow, in those days, a terrible flaming dra-
me, tubl my pride wvas lîumbled, and H-e brought gon began to rule in the dark nights, a fire-
ine a deliverer in thee. Wherefore 1 give Huan drake which long lad abode in the cavern, of a.
thanks and pray thc to be-like-minded, to bear rocky cliif liard by the sea, along a difficult andi.
thine luonours meekly, and to choose eternal stony patli unknown to men. Ail his cavera


