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110w apphied to aiky one small hranch of a greait science, but

covers a vagt field of facts which are supposed ta be liasei on

the sanie underlving causes.

THE NATVaE OiF LTIIT.

The a(tion1 af elpct rùî'tv lehi înany' ex 1îerimniters who

lived long after Giîlbert ta the lief that it was a fluid which

was nat perceptible ta their senses. Benjamin Franklin

assumed, it ta l)e a fluid, anîl bodies which exhibited electrical

manifestations were thought Ihv hrni ta contain either more

or less of the normal amautit of thle fiuid. A L'renchrnan namied

D)ufay and an Englishman namied Symnier cansidered electricitv

ta l'e camposed af twao fluids which were contained iii neutral

bodies in equaf amautits. Wheii ly any means this electricitv

was djsturbed in a body, elet-trical mninfestationis occurred.

These theories. uand a large nunîber similtir ta thern that

were promulgated, are naw (li4cardel in the liglit af later

scieiititlc knowledge. But the <anveptian ai the luid theary

is ver.N useful iii giving a clear understandiiig of soine of the

phenoarfl oif electricity. lt is naw generallv a<lmitted that

the phenomenon to whiich we give the name 'elec-tricitv"

results from a state oif strain or ather nmanifestatian in the

ether. The ether is a kind of fluid mediumi that is suppased

liv scientists ta lie prescrit everywhere. It must even be

supposed to paqs through or be cantamned in sohid boadies, as

thoughi they were ether sieves. a.4 well as iii empty space.

Heat and liglit are supposed ta be carrieci by it frar nie bîody

ta another. as from tlîe sun ta the earth. b)v means of vibîra-

tions or waves, mu( h as the energv exerted IbN, a pelîlle thrown

into a pondl is carried ta the shores lîy the waves af the water.

In like manner eleetricity is supposed ta lie wav&4 iii the ether

or a strain imposel on it. The quesltion oif what the ether

may really lie need flot lie consi<lered iii <ealiiig with the funî-

damental laws oi electricity.
When one cames ta lay down on paper a fem, tlîaughts

concerning the production af electric energy and the many

wonderful feats it performs. we may -well pau .se ta reflect, and,

say. can it be possible that we are living in such an age. Our

shîps are guided hv its wonderilll influence, we may flash

messages around the worl<1 in the twinkling ai an eve. ii (drives

aur carniages., hauts aur freight, gives us transportation. fur-

nishes light, heats our homes. cooks aur food, furnishes a

medium hv which we may laok through ourselves and see as

others see us, and enables us ta converse with friends hundreds

ai miles away as though they were beside us.

Lucrez (barn 95 B.C.) mentions the iset that loadstane

had the power of attracting and repelling iran. The magnetic

needle was discovered by the Chinese as early as the vear
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