
250 Political listory of Canada.

moreaver a convincing proof that, there is a spirit abroad in tlie
world whaise influence is destined ta praduce events fraught
with the greatest importance ta mankind ,and îvhichi, if' it do
siot tend ta the arnelieration of tlieir condition, must at ai]
<vents have the cffect aof putting to the test manv of those thea-
retic principles ivhich have so long given enipIayment an)d a
iame ta cconomiists and philasaphers. Nothing appears more
strange than that the notions entertained by many of'these men,
whilst speculatiing in their closets on theý laws of commerce,
should at last become not only the ruling principles of gavern-
ment, but the floundatian afiegislative enactmenits. An inquiry
into this subject would, ive are convinced, be attcnded 1) sanie
curious results. Is if the consequence af events, or the praduce
of conviction ? Is it the systein of a schaol, or the mere resuit
of a combination of circumstances ? Is it the accomplislincnt af'

prediction, or ane of those gient and averwlielningr currents iii
]human affairs wvh ichi carry xnnnkind-their immature thoughts,
prejudice and abstinacy on modes of governmient-inta ane
conman way ofijudging and acting ? These are questions niatu-
rally arising out of the late proceedings of parliamient with re-
gard ta trade in gencral ; but, as mere philasophical specula-
tiar's, we leave theut ta others more capable af doing thetu
justice.

As ta these mensures, in Sa far as tlîey relate ta the colonies
in a practical point of' vifiw, so fasr from exciting sentiments at
variance with those of their authars, they have an the contrarv,
by the general wisdami and liberality ou îvhichi they are fuif
ed, secured the unqualifled approbation ao' ail whao are capable
ot'judging ai their mierits. It ivas timie that a mare gyencraus
spirit bhould prevail ini the caunicils ai the nation with regard to
colonial administration. It ivas time that the narrawv prejudices
and bigotry af' the aid system, ivhichi had praduccd s0 moany
commercial and political evils, shauld be done away with. It
ivas t1ime thiat the restraints placed tipan industry anad capital by
the short-sighited views of former tiimes, shauld be struck aff the
rall ai aur sufflèrings. It %vas tinie that men shauld be aillawved
ta act for themiseives wha had given >~o signs af imprudence or
idiocy. It ivas time thiat aur, merchants, by intercourse witli
foreigners and strangers in ail parts ai the warld, should
have the privilege ai enriching their country and extending their
owni cormtorts. Lt ivas tinme that thie affrspring ai the niather
eauntry, sa numeraus iii almast every regian af the %vorld, witlh
their property and talents, should be recognized as an "lintegral
part," ai that great country that gave them birth. Ina wwd
it was time that the Il lst sheep" and the Ilprodigal" should
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