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OUR BOSSIES ON THE OCEAN.

, L our young read-ers wiio are interested ira
the sea and ira sallors nmust have licar(t of a
gentleman whlo lives ira England, called
Samnuel 1limiisoll, wiîo ivas until recently a1
inenîber of tie British Flouse of Coninions.

Hc has donc so imuci iii 1arliaiarînt and orat of it, t0
inake the life of a saitor safér and miore comnfortablc tliat
lie lias wivo for hinîself tice naine of 'l'lie Saiior's Friend.
He lias frequeratly visited Canada, whlere lie lias very
near relatives, and at present lic is liere once more onr
very important business.

WVhen you have a chance of visiting Motitreal, Que.
bec, or Halifax, whcre siîips aîîd steamers are cong in
from- tire ocean, you ivili sce a mark, a smiail circle with
a cross ira it painted on a promurient part of tire sidc of
eachi vessel. This nîeaîîs thiat su soon as the vessel
sinks in tice water to îlîis mark, iro more cargo cari bc
jitit on. Mr. P-linîsoil was tire iani iviio fouglit for the
sailors ina 1arliamcnr to get this mark put un, anid so it
is caticd tire Ptiisotl nmark. Siîips laden far over tiiis
matk wcere most unsafe at sea, and hundreds of saiiors
were dIrowned ira consequence. Thîis visit of Mr.
Plinisoli, thioragl not on beliaif of sailors, is stili con-
uîccîed ivithtir Uic a; and as it is on beliaif of tire cattie
that cross tire sca, we nîay now cati hini

THE CATTLLS FRIEND,

tire friend of INIr. and Mrs. Bossie, wlîo wag their tails
across our fences, and graze ira orar fields, and grow s0
fat and big îlîat meni ira England aîîd ottier countries
offer us very lîigiî lrices for tieni. It appears tiiat wce
have been sending lirandreds of îlîousaîîds of our best fat
bossies across tire oceani for a great mnany years, and that
of course our farmers and steaîîîsiip conipanries have
been niaking a good tlîing of it.

Mr. Pliimsoll has becra under tire impression tuat tire
cattle 'vere not propcrly cared for; tlîat tiîey were even
cruelly treated ; and he bias beeîi anxious to pass a law
thiat no more live catie shall bc taken across tire ocean.
He is so anxiuus, ta secure this tiat lie lias wvritten a
book about it, and hias corne out here to sec hov it can
be carried out. Soine of tic îlîings in Mr. 1limsoll's
book are so dreadfult Ilat no youîig Canadian would
believe thîcnî, and I an hîappy ta say that they shîould
not betieve tuerai for îlîey are not truc. For example
whu wvould believe thiat when tire bossies are taken on
board, and are out on the storiny occan, the mnir would
pour coat oilto thelîir ears ta niake then howl with pain;
or stuff îlîeir cars itilli lay and set it on fire ; or thaï
when bossie îvanbed ta lie down and the nr îvanted
lier t&;stand up, thîey pulled lier tait off in anger?

Well, of course, these are so-rious charges. Our
Goverrarnent could not sit by. They arranged îvith Mr.
Plimsoti that an official investigation siîould be made;
that he shoutd have an opportunity of explaining his
statements, and that the nmen shoutd also have
an opportunity of denying them. The investigation

took place in Montreal and tie Governnieat
sent down fromn Ottawa Mr. Smith, the Deputy
Miiîistcr of Marine, ta preside. A great nîany gentle.
min wcerc there, those whlo have charge of scnding thc
bossies on board, and thosc who hîave charge of the
steamers to take tlîcm across tire ocean. 'l'le investi-
gation ivas very long and very thorougli, and tire resuit
is that as I have already said, our younig people necd
not bclieve about the crucities.

Froin ail that the gentlemen preserat said it is quite
.clear that to carry hunldrcds of thousands of cettle across
thc occara in ail sorts of steamers, and ira ail sorts of
wcather, is no easy natter. With ail its dimfcultics and
dangers, tie trade lias becn cornductcd not only with
gcntleness and kirdness to bossic, but aiso with success
as fiar as safety is concerncd. It must bc admitted that
during tie past autunin, wvith its unusuaiiy féarful stornis,
many catîte werc lost. But it %vas also broughit out that
in otiier ycars %vith less stornis to fighît against, tie loss
was only about oile in every two huradred anid si\ty-six.
The cire ira toading -,itc treatrient on board ; tice ar-
rangemeuats for thecir mails; and tire supply of freshi air,
werc ail investigated %vith the niost gratifying contra-
diction to Mr. PIimisoll's 1b00k; and soine of the steamiers
were proved to have rules even for changing tlieir course
in storms to retieve tire sufférings of thc animais. Neyer-
theless ail the gcntlemien prescrit appeared to admit
that the dear bossies, îwho sometimes have baby bossies
with thein, should have more care and attention, and
they were quite prepared to undertakec the trouble and
expense that mighît bc consi(tered necessary.

T1hey propose to ap)point an inspector whio shahl be
bossie's friend ; p>ut in fans to suppiy fresh air ; tb pour
oul on tire wavcs when they are very angry ; to sec that
men îvith kind hecarts go to take care of the food ; and
to niake thre Captain of thc shl tire niaster of the mnr.

One thing did not come out iii thce investigation,
which Nvas a surprise to mie: namiely, tire dangcr from
fire aniong tie rough mcrl that are sent ta nîind the
cattie. I 1mnyscîf have secra them lolling and smoking
among the bundies of liay, and, though I'r fond of
bossies, and like to sec their long rows of lieads bobbing
out of their stalis ira mid-ocean, I should not like tice
thoughît of being buraîec rap by a careless smnoker.

Here is Mr. Pllimsoll, sketched by a young Cauiadian
nicce of bris.
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