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'lhey (crt.iin ly p resemi ted t ire appe ica lce or a hap~py
coterie. 'l 'lit stud ia ou es collterni tc< tihemiiisLl¶'Cs h
liotlierimig the crewv n~ith rapid questions, thre iiiseh-cliev-
ous fournd .1iîseniemît in Il:mvin a varietNv of triekS on
their inîtcs, w~hi1c nmort adventuroms inenibers of the
pirty scaled the rigging, niuch to the mirvous horror of
tie indulgent Professor.

Su far, the espedition had Iben a1 SUCCess. I iek
Wilsîmî shaioiwd the emîjop muent of tireh> sonîleuhat
by niourning over Ned li)arrow's abs~ence, amui Ernîest
lake raîled considerably aIt Raîl1 h Wardeli's disagre.

able ivay, btut un) the u hale, good feeling %-is the arder
of tire day.

'l'lic latter hlad bccoilnc more unliopular than c% Cr silice
thre journcy began. I-le hiad the good fortune a year
previaus Wo visit the l'amcîllh c'oist %vith bis fatier, anid

hivci lie was nlot spoilinig the anticipation>, of bis nmates
by explainmîg what they %vere tu ec lie wasý,sncering
iimnpleasantly at thecir cestacies o% er sighits that w'crc flot
new to hinm.

Tlhey passed (lowi the harbotir, andl out to sea about
sunlset. 'lcc'e.iing ivab a gloriotis one, andath
stars caille out, the boys were ecanted uvith the scene
about theni.

'l'le land faded froni viev lit last, and passing ships
becanme less frequent. 'l'ie appearancc of a liglit-ship
held their attention for somne tinme. 1i nemi, as tbc
noNeclty of the Iiuur wore off, the) retircd for the
nlight.

Of land siglits tliere u~erc lfc% for thc emsuing four or
rive days. 'l'lic weatlicr %was dulightful, and the 'Neptunie,
fh-ýoîîrcd b% faiîr bree pas:scd dou ri the (uist. at tlie
average ratc of ten knots an liour.

Not a soul on board, lookimg at the faistueic hatclîcs,
drcanied that a stov.away miglit be containcd in the
silemit hold. 'l'lie cook's pantry %vas well provisiomied,
amîd mio occasion lîad yet arisen to go below decks.

\'ct, witbin a feuv fect of the niîcrr), traiping crew
of boys, one of tlîeir îiuniber, wlin they beicved to be
lcft bebmnd mmi dligraLe iii Ridgeland, wa.s ha% ing a figlit
for existence uinsecmi by ativ hunian eye, %vas struggling
patiemîtly amîd iiîa:ifull% for tuie liberty of %uulîi. str.înge
accidenit hai deprived liiiii.

'l'lerc were lieavenu's ,%%eut beesand tire bnilliamt
sunlight for the jovous coterie on deck.

'l'O the lomiely prisoner in the liold of tice Neptune it
was a desperate voyage mmi tie dark.

CHAP'R XIII.

IN THlE t)AiK.

Wh'lîn tbe real lorreliness and peril of luis l)osiriof
dawtned ov'cr the mind of Ncd I arrow, lie wveil-niigli gave
way witli lorror amid despair.

He beat the duli w~alls of luis prison place framtically,
he shouited ami( sliricked for hiellp, and tiiem sank to the
floor, wepimig amîd e\liatisted.

Little by little his mumid recovered its balance, nionlient
by miomnmt boyislî fear gave way to courage and philo-
sopbical resolution, and fmmally, grown calmer anîd more
lioleful, lie reflccted dceply on bis situmation.

I 1înust tlimk of niyself omly for the present," lie mur-
ruured grimnly. I iiuust hring iny whole inimd to bcar
upon the reail ierits of iiîy situmation. While I was aslecp
they have loadcd the ship) without dîscovering me, amîd 1
-rn wallcd in. Thiey must unload, or at lcast visit the
lîold before long."

lie ilmiuailîmd tlîat Iliere miiust be Sortie locip.lole ailiii<
tlie caîrgo, Somilu' tiiilledl space tliromgh %whiiclî lie nliit
ho(11e to 'riltoNwards lii ertv'.

Ilh)Il for a liglit !' breaied Ned, Ievmty vm
if omuly l'or a Imomenut. If' I (otld bwî sec aîroumîd nie
the iatelhes, tiue camudle ' h1, I hope tire). %îihlI hgbt

I-e "'as trcmiulouiv sîsîmscul i lie liegau to rail-
s.uck lîk îiom'kcts. \V'lien Nir. James amd i(liîsclf st,îlc
intu tire l'rciglit car at ( gdemi, tiey, liad prov'ide<l tlin
selv es îu'itl the lmans of' securing a liglit whiieri

N'ed nowu fowid tire cnd of' a '.mnille a'nd sev'cal
matches im i ls licc. 'l'lie niaîehîes we're the brown
luicifers wlii.l are aliiiost imupervious to damîpiiss, and
as lie (lrew~ omie across; tire sole ofh' ls slioe, it lit quite
readily. H-e lit lus canmdie îid flashced its rays aroid
lîimum, tire close air catmsimîg it to llicker fitfully. His sur-
vey '«as a dibcouragimig omie, for the illuminmation re-
veale(l a (,omditiomi of aff.airs ev'cm w~orse tlîam lic lîad
thliîglit.

On thrce sies sluowed the ribbcd, înbroken surface
of tlle iiutcrior of' the luml] of Ilhe Ship; over-bead, Car
beyomid reacli, %vere the stout timiîbers oh' the dcck ; bc-
twvecnl lîiim ami( tîie hiatchway and cabimîs, a solid w«Ill of
iiiercluaid(ise.

Boxes, luarrdls, kegs and cascs, juîled tiglutly togetiier,
rose tmp, tier on tier, as high as tire dcck, '«hile, appar-
cntly, beyomîd tlîemî other parcels fihled iii the emtire space
oh' the hold.

I-le liad rcad of stowv a'«ays imu tlîc sane position as
iimiusclf, and lie took hope as lie reîîîerrnbered %vhere

pliticnLe and courage lîad cmîabled thcn to surinout
great obstacles in renching tbe oîîtsidc wvorld again.

I-le '«as begilnimîg to experuence a sligbit sea sickmies
froin the increased niotion of the ship, amid lie muade a
î)illo'x' of lus coat anîd wcîîm to sleep) agaiti.

Notliîg sav'e the gli(ling, s'«isluing souind oh' 'ater
beatimig agaimist the hîuit greced Ned's cars wh'len lie
agaimi awoke. I lis frst tlîouglit w~as tilt camîdle wlimch lic
lmghtcd, amni ruefuli> rcga.rded tlîe shîortness ofh' ls oîîly
ilhiiimîator.

I 1îrmums.t lie marefîîl af it," lie niurniîmred, as lie countcd
the miatchîes.

'Ihec u.is harcdy a <lu/en oh' theiui. lie set the camidle
on the floor, slîîddcrimig, (lesl)ite Iiimiself, as it simggeste(l
itie tlîotglit of rire imi tliese close quarters. 'l'lie féal- of
rire liad brotiglit iii its traimi of (lread sul, estionis amother
anxious tliouvht.

Hunger and tliirst ! I-e liad flot tlioughit of tis lie.
fore, but it caime to iiiiow w~ith a force Iliat terrified
liiiii. To luerisli of sloN' starvatiomi anîd tornicnting tbirst!
Lt w~as horrible to tlîink of it.

"Ihere iust be soine articles oh' food amionig ail that
pile oh' mercliamîdise," lie nuiade liiiself believe. 1' %wom't
let idle fears overcomie nue. l'Il work if only to kep niîy
bands amui brain hîisy."

He liad a stout, sharp kmîife iii lus pocket. Ue dIrewv
off biis coat, thrc"' down 'iîs bat, amîd lih'ted the canmdle to
observe the v'arioms packages. Tlhec lower tier of' boxes
and b)ales wcre large aîid solid, but as lic rcaclîcd tmp),
tapping caci box as lie we'cmt "'ith the knife, lie fotind(
oîîe smualler tliam the rest that soîmided mnore liollow, amnd
dcterniîined to assail it.

Ned ble%% out thie prccious liglît ater getting bis bear-
imîgs, aiid themi by tic sucer semîse of feeling hegan cut-
ting into tlîc soft wuood of tue box.

lit "'as slow uuork, amuI lic wuas coiîpelled to stop scv-
eral times to rest. I-e coîîld kcep mîo rcckoîimg of timne,
huit estinîatcd tluat it w~as about noon Mihen lic fimîally
r'ounmd tlîat the kiîifé pemietrated to somne soft substance
imside the box.

(1b be Confinzued.)
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