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flout will be considerably greater than lut
year, first on account of the abundance of
wheat, and secondly, owing to tho increase
in tho milling.capacity of the country. At
least -half'a dozon new mills will export
flour-this season to some extent, whilst the
old mills will probably increase their out-
put. Manitoba flour has become thor-
oughly established in fhe favor of the
people of eastern Canada, and-is meeting
with a steadily increasing demand in that
direction. With the short wheat cropip
Ontario, the output from the mills of that
province will be reduced to a considerable
extent; and this will no doubt keep Mani-
toba millers pressed with orders.

In other commodities than thoso speci-

fied, the export is steadily increasing.
Hides have been exported for some years,
and with the increasing cattle industry,
the quantity shipped out of the country is
rapidly extending.  Some wool has been.
exported from the western ranches of Al-
berts as well as from Manitoba, and in
time the quautity will be considerable,
Eggs have also been shipped to Pritish
'(Jolumum to some extent this season, and
in the near future poultry and poultry
products will perhaps form an important
item among the wminor exportable com-
inodities,

Altogether the value of exports from
the Northwest this ‘season will be very
large. To say that it will be greatly in
axcess of former years conveys but a faint
idea of the truth, Some who are in a
position to judge, think that the total
value of exports from Manitoba will not
only be double what it was last year, but
double the aggregate of the twe previous
years. With such a favorable showing
the immediate future looks br:ght.

In considering this list of commodities
available for export, there is certainly
reason for congratulation. The country
has certaiuly made great progress in spite
of all the obstacles, artificial and other-
wise, which have been in the way. When,
wo think that -all these articles now-ex-
ported, save wheat, were ‘iroported half a
-decade-ago, the record is most wonderful.
Two, three and focryearsagothis very ity
of Wmmpeg ‘was supplied withthese com-
modities, mainly from the older provinces,
Each yearshowever, witncssed the last i im.

P portations of some article, and added some- -
E. thing else to the list of exportabie articles,

E Itis to be- hoped ‘that the future -will:
> have even greawr attainuients in store.
R There is-atill much-to-be- -overcoie, and.

when monopoly is abolished, the country
will have a fair chance to show what it
can do. .
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A PRAUDULENT REDUCTION.
The C.P.R. Corporatioi has again
proved its ability to fully maintain the
proverbial reputation of monopolies. It
is still the same soulless corporation that
it has evéer shown itself to be, It has
been a favorite policy of this monopoly
to occasionally announce, with a great
flourish of trumpets, some allege:l conces-
sion, such, for instance, as a reduction in
freight rates; but on investigation it has
generally bean discovered that the ‘“con-
cession” was 8o hedged in with restric-
tions as to be practically useless. '[he
Northwest has been treated to a number
of such “concessions” in times past, which
are stil] fresh in the minds of the people.
It seems that the company has nct for-
gotten its cunning, for the Northwest has
lately been treated to another such *con-
cession,” which, though of little benefit
to this country, will perhaps serve the
purpose for which it was intended, name-
ly, that of influencing outside opinion in
favor of the company.

A short time ago it was heralded, with
a loud blast, that the company had de-
cided upon reducing the wheat rates be-
tween Manitoba and Lake Superior.
The very exorbitant tariff was to be
made a little less so—to the extent of 4 to
5 cents per 100 pounds. Magnanimous.
corporation ! To give sucha concession
when it had it within its monopolistic
power to continue the higher rates in
force! The announcement was carried
forth by the wires, and soon the world
knew of the reduction, which, in the
meantime, had grown from § cents per
hundredweight to 10 cents per bushel.
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. But, like many of the other “concessions”

given by monopoly, this last one has
proved practically worthless. When it,
came to shipping grain, it was at once
discovered that a few cents had merely
been taken off the freight rates at .one
end of the road and tacked on-at the
other. The 4 cents per 100 pounds taken
off the rate between Winnipeg and Port.

'Arthur, has been almost covered by an:

increase in the rates from., Port Arthur:
eastward. In other words; % cents per:
bushel has been added to -the.rate from-
Xake Superior ports to Eastern points.
The exact reduction from. Winnipeg to.

| Port Arthur is two and two-fifths cents:
|:per bushe! ;

;. the addition to last year’,

rata from Port Arthur to, say Torouto, is
2 cents per bhushel; net reduction in
grain rates from Wiunnipeg, two-fifths of
a cent.

Now why has this change been made?
First, to deceive outside public opinion.
Second, to render a comparison of rates
on the O.P.R. from Manitoba points to
Lake Superior, with rates from Minnesota
and Dakota points to Duluth, less dam-
aging to the monopoly road. What does
it amount to the Manitoba farmer upon
whichend of the road the rates are
levied? [t must come out of his pocket
all the same. How wmuch longer shall
the Northwest be compelled to put up
with this monopolisticoutrage? Nothing
but the breaking of the monopoly will
bring about a change. Do the people of
Oanada require anything further to con-
vince them of the insincerity of C.P.R.
pretensions.

A BAD STAYE OF AFFAIRS.

There is every probability that ina
very short time the complete inability of
the C.P.R. to handle the exports of this

country will be demonstrated. At the
present time there are practically no facil-
ities for getting grain out of the country,

and with the wheat movement hardly yet
commenced, a scramble for cars is going
onin all directions, Dealers are com-
plaining bitterly of the inconvenience and
loss which they are daily subjected to,

owing to the lack of anything like
decent transport facilities. A  brisk
movement on the part of farmers in
delivering wheat, would probably result
in a complete blockade in less than a week,

and owing to the limited storage accorenio-
dation buying would havé to cease at
many poiuts. Even now the grain trade
is practically at a stand-still, Onedealer
was heard to state a day or two ago, that
he had orders from the east for over 200,
000 bushels of wheat, but he dare not ac-

cept any of them, as there was no assur-
ance whatever that the grain could be got
out this fall by the lake route. It is said
the company are only able to move about
50,000 bushels per week from Port
Arthur, which simply amounts’ to no
accommodation at all. The way things
are now going, it looks as if it would take
a couple of years to move out the present
season’s crops.

This is a sad state of affairs right at
the commnencement of the grain move-
ment. Oue day’s deliveries by farmers
when the movement becomes general, will
awount to & good deal more than the
cotipany can handle at Port Arthur in.a
week. Another independent road is now
knocking at the boundary for admission
‘into the- province, yet the farmers and

:shippers of Manitoba must suffer all this

annogance and loss under the rule of
monopoly, whilst the Dominion Govern-
ment is straining every nerve to perpe:
tuate vi:ch a state of affairs, in the inter.
ests of its master, the C.P.R. corporation,



