8 - THE CRITIC.

Here, for instance, aro the windbaga of the Cuok and Talmagoe typo -
“but whon I think of him as a preachor, 1 ecem to see an Igyptian priest
standing on tho threshold of the great door at Ipsambul, blowing with all
his might to keep out the Lybian des v, and the four gruat stune guds,
sitting bohind the altar, far back in tho gluum, laughing at him.'

Ilers agrin are the nowspapers—* 1 maun hao buiks, [ wad got the
nowspapors whiles, but no aften, for they're a sair luss o' precivus tune.
Yo sce they tell yo things afure they'ro sure, au® yo hao to spend yor time
tho day readin’ what yo'll hae to spun’ yor time the metn readin’ oot agiin,
an' yo may as weol bide till the thing's satiled a wee”

The whule Luok is o tomperance lecture of 1utenss intorust, yet, saya the
author— thore are so many that mio sobor for one that is honest,”

Describing a fairly goad and amiable Scottish clorgyman, he nlso out.
linea a Doity not peculiir to paritumasm alvne.  * Ho was genial, gentle, and
n lover of his race, with inuch revorenco fur, and soms faith in, a Scotch
God, whose natuge was summed up ina surivs of words beginning with
omni." :

There is a beautiful passage on the Galic language Lov long tu transeribo ,,
but, incidentally, apropes to a subject 1 touchud un ths other day, it is
written—* Donal had nevot learnad it, and the lowland Scotch. an .neient
branch of English, dry and gnarled, but still flourishing in its old age had
become, instead, his mother tongue

Of love ho says—* Ho (Sir Gibbiv) was a rars one who did not make
tho common wmiserable blunder of taking tho shadow cast by love —the
desire, nameoly, to be loved—[for lovo itself : his love wus a vettical sun, and
his own shadow was under his feet  Silly youths and mailens count them
gelvos martyrs of love, whon they are but the pining withesses to a delicious
and ontrancing selfishness.”  Thoen ho guus vn tv guard against being aus-
understood, in a way showinga profound insight intv various natares
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RAILWAY NOTES.

It is said the Intorcolonial conductors aro the tinest looking set of railway
men in Canada or the United States.

Il[g\ilwny guide-books will soon boe as bulky and large as a history of the
world. .

Thoere must bo a fascination about railroad life, such as mon have for the
sea; both aro dangerous callings, but while death on the rail is one of agony,
that of tho sailor i3 ono almost painless.

I was once on a railway passing through the State of Tndiana. As we
woro approaching a station named Hanna, n brakeman dponed the door, aud
shouting ¢ Hanna !” retired. Five or six minutes aftor a brakeman at the
other end of the car looked in, and in stenturian tones shouted * Hannal”
an old gentleman who evidently was neither acquainted with the loeality,
nor used to travel by rail, roso from his seat and shoutod hack to tho asto-
nished b,mkcmnn und amused passengors, * I don't think sho can boe in this
car, siv!”

In the construction of the great Iast I'dian 1ailways, all_the edrth and
rock were carried from the cuttings in wicker baskets upon the heads of
Hindgo men and women, and even children assisting ; this navvy, or mther
navvy's horse, wife and fmmly, dwelt in « little bamboo shanty conetructed
for the occasion near the works.

. Mr. Joo Jdwards is at present probably the most famous conductor in
Canada, .

‘The Folly Bridge needs somo better ssfeguard than it has. 1If a train
evor goos off that bridge there will be one of the zreatest ealamitics on record
in railway travelling ; I hopo it never may, but if it does, I hopo those
whoso duty is to attend it, will bo among the futed passengers. I have been
over it hundreds of times, but never without a certain dread.

Cur Cuar.
CANADA'S MILITARY STATUS.
No. L

In overy state, whether supremo or dopendent, it is considered necessary
in the nineteenth century, to have some methodieal means of suppressing
internecine conflicts, should they at any time arise, aud of repelling poessible
invasions. As yet univorsal peaco is a theory of the most visionary kind.
Theologians tell us it will be ushered in on the golden wings of the millen-
ium. This period of purity, however, has not yet dawned upon the world in
common overy-day life, and, until 1t docs, a well dofined system of dofonce
must, be adopted for sclf-preservation by every commovwealth. With the
youthful and rapidly doveloping country the perplexing question presonts
itself, what shall this economic arrangement bo? In old monarchies and
republics, the problem does not arise, as centuries of haploss war haverettled
tho lines to bo followed for au indefinite time. In Iurope, Asia, Africa,
whether tho dynasty Dbo batbarous or refined, standing armies have beon
almost universally suppurted frown pativnal infancy. If wo turn over the
pages of history, woe will discover that such a course has been imperatively
demanded by what might, in truth, bo called the erudity of civilization
Tho safety of a pcople has always, up tu the last quarter of acentury, de-
pended upon tho strength of its arms. In this era, a slight change has como
about. Now war is uccusionerd almost imvariably by good reasons only. Somo-
thing moro than a Himsy pretext is required to plungo great nations into tho
horrors of modern military crusrdes.  But when principles, and not notions
are involved, the sword still champione the cause.  And, tu-day, no rational
man would assent {0 the advisability of arny single European power laying
aside its armor, * On this continont, the caso is sumewhat differont.  Between
it and tho surging tides of old wurld diplomacy lies a vast expanse of track-
less ocvan. T'ho dangor of America being drawn into tho whirlpool of Laro-
pean complications is thus roduced to a minimum, although- not wholly dis-
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pelled. Horo an alion reign has been inaugurated. Far removed from tho
political ontanglements of Europe, thia continont is not likely to bo menaced
by any of the autocrats who rido rough-shod over the peoplo of that great
territorial division. Outside of Lngland, the United States is not likely to
be drawn into a fureign war for somo Lime to como, unless it b with Cinada,
whiel, however, would be n natural outcomg of a conflict with Groat Britain,
ro long, at lenst, 33 tho Dominion romains . crown possession. On the
other hand, Canada has no nation to fear but the United States, and in view
of the vory clusu rolations which exist butweunh tho twe countrics, and the phy-
sical unity of the whole continent, it might bo well (0 onyuire ite Canada's
roal cundition from a strategical standpoint, anid discover, it wo can, huw sho
would fare with hor great Ropubliswn neighbor in the role of an onewy in
arms,

In vogard to military maltters, British Notth America holds a poouliar
position.  Since tho final cession of Nova Scotin to Greal Britain, in 1713,
a British protectorata has been establishoed in the province, aml—sinco the
alogo of tho sovon yenrs' war, in 1763 —ovor the wholo of Canada, All tho
way down the history of the culony, Iuglish redcoats have upheid the dig-
nity of tho country by their presence. Canadiaus have thuas learued to
reposo a confidunce in the imperial troops which- would mako it extremely hard
for them to fuol tho rosponsibility which would be thrust upon thein by a
severnuco of the tie that binds them to their parent country. Canadinn
waters, tvo, arv nover without a detachmeont of the British fleet. DBut what
avail, may woll be asked, will tho British army or navy Lo to Canada when
tho waternal bond is snepped and British America takes hor stand among
the nations of thecarth? ** This is promatare,” says the reader, * it is a poor
policy to Lo crussing bridges bofore thoy are reached.” I'ruo, tho time is not
s far distant, huwover, to provent us from seving tho birth of the Canadian
nation as the hinetventh morges into tho twentioth contury. A fow years
of spirited agitation, now on the thresholl of its carcor, will float the Cana-
dian flag over one of tho largest natious —territorinlly—on tho earth. Cannda
will thon havo no England to fight her fouds, to rock hor iuto a sense of
security whon her dominions are threatened by a foo, or to boar on her
broad shouldoera tho brunt of a national struggle. In the hour of need, n
reasounblo amount of assistance might be expected, but not that fill flavor
of British mulitary ardor which would charactoriza Fngland's actions woero
Cauada still a child of Downing street. We may be assured, then, that no
ono will bo likely to dispute the necessity of Canada coutinuing tho present
military arrangemonts, or of adopting some hettor means of defonce than
that afforded by the oxisting state of affsirs. Canada ‘focls that within hor-
self are about all the roquinitv vlemonts for puttiug down local insurrections.
Of her ability to cope successfully with a foreign onemy, it would not requirs
a test to determine.  Without tho.nid of Great Britain, sho would be a more
bauble in the hands of the only onemy she is likely to havo—tho United
States, at least under her present military regime. And just hore comes up
tho query, would England take the struggling infunt under her protocting
wgis]  We have only to glanco at tho history of the American revolution
to nssuro us that Canada would have to work out her destiny single-handed.
Of courso the circumstances of tho two cases are widely dissimilar, and an
cqually wido dissimilarity of sosult might Lo expected to onsuo, Were
George LII wielding the sceptre of tho empire and the power of the throne
still in its zenith, it might be a dark duy for Canada whon sho struck for
indopendence. But under Victorin’s bonign rule, no' Washington will bo
required (o draw up s declaration of indepenrance, and defond it 4t tho bay-
onet’s point. Tho transition will be peacefur -ud imperceptible. Aftor it,
Canada may expect to individually settle her own disputes to nake her
name a byword or & powor. C. P M.
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JOAQUIN MILLER, IN “LITERARY LIFE" NOVEMBER.

Yo named mo * Comorade " for my rhymex  Poor man; etill boast vithout one zcar,
My comrades of my country's Iat, Still burn and bura,-and burning die.
1 oit no more at your great feast, But God's white finger u‘pinn thy stas
Leave my glass empty at such times, « In calin dominton of the sky.

Lo, not oue ray of light the Jess
Comes down to bid the grasses apring ;
No drop of dew nor auything

Tor all your boast aud bitterncss

That wine you drink is woman's team.
Turn down my glasa' 1 will not it
At yonr great feast, nor look on it

Again, throngh all the coming years.

Tho Poct ahall create or kill,
I31d heroes live, bid hraggarts dio.
I loulk againat a lurid aky :

The silont South lies very »till.

That land that nursed this Nation’s youth;
Yuu burned it, racked it, sapped it dey,

You gave it [alschonls for ita truth :

. Your fame you fashioned from a lo.

That land is stainless, still is true,

It atill ix young. and stroug and bold ;
Bnt you, old ‘INie is after you,

And you wax weary, shamed and old. (

The lurid light of burning lawds
Still clinge to heaven overhicad .,

Still women wring white withered hands;
‘Their eyes are red, their skies are red.

If man grows large, s God tho lesa?
"Tho moon shall rise and set tho same,
Tho great sun spill his splendid flawe,

The South bo cluthel in queenliness.

And from the very soil you trod
Some 1wnge:eyed seaing youth ahall come
Some day, and he shall nat bo damb
Beforo tho awlul court of God.

Ol Shenandoah, shall 1 say
Renown to him who boasta renown ?
\Who hoaata he rade by burning town
Tu find the front that Lattle day !

Oh brazen brass! Ol ahamneless shamo !
'Tis eaner fur a thousand fold

Than all nean rvbbories of gnlti,

This hoarding up of pilfered faiae.

A fow years ago Goneral Sheridan, followed by some Amoricans of doubt-
ful footing, cutored the Cafe Greco in Romo, where I chanced to bo sitting
with somo artists. Now, whother it was his roputation as tho author of the
colebrated ** Crow Order,” or whether 1t was becauso the.ncknowledged head
of the American Army had congratulated tho German Emperor on the fall
of Paris, that mado Rome let the * hero of the Shonandosh® have all his
timo to himself, I do not know. I will say this, howover, to all hired fighters,
who aro employed and paid by the civilians of this Ropublic, and whose

servants they are, whother educated at tho Charity School on tho IIudson,




