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THE OCRITIC,

CHIT CHAT AND CHUCKLES,
THE BLOOM OF A CHRISTMASR TREE,
At night we planted the Chelatinag troo
Tu thn pretty loae, all kronetly;
All recretly, then ‘b merry of heart,
Witloniany a v lhixper, nany a atart,
(For s billeen ahod s to make helle
My g, <loep woindly vn Chiri-timis Fae )

And then the treo Le an ta bloom,

Uilling withibeants tha cons boue rooan,
The brane bhea carved {u a perfect pulee,
J.aden with wonders that wen «all **tuys,”
Blovannngg and tijaning (and still oo nejee),
Until wae merry folk atule away

T et and ddream till dawn of day.

In the worniug the waorld was a ulel and almy,
‘The nuivera valy theie shiouta of )y,

Till overy branch apa teny hind Lont

To yisld the treasurs the Chrit<child sont,

Atd then and then tho children Hew

Into our artua, as clhiblrends

Annl\rhlqwm‘, wver aml mve - a,aln,

That oldeat, nownt, swecteat cofealn,

“Tlove voud Tlne you* Yes, 1 luve your 1
And hogeeel and wranbled, as childeen do,
And wo sald o onr Liearta, all necretly;
“This i the blociu of the Clirlstaas tree !

Derrayecr —Extract from a new novel : ¢ Stand where you are, Reginald
de Coursey ! Advance onc step nearer, and I will toll you what I saw at tho
World's faic !’

* Foiled sgsin I' hitsod the villsin as ho fsded from view.

Thn open car Las zone to rest
Upmn the csi-harn thor,

And row the Lilly poplo wrowl ¢
Wy Jont yen shat that deor?™

Auctioneer.—* This biok, gentlemun, is esposislly valuable, as it con-
taina marginal no'es in the handwrtiog of Alexander Von Humboldt. A
hundred marks offored. Guiog'—gnegl—gone! It is yours, sir’ (The
autograph mar {osl vote by the renowned toholar was as follows: * This
bouk is out worth the psper it is prioted on.’)

An Argyleshiro older was asked how thokirk got along. He s3id :
¢ Aweel, we had four hundred membera, Tuen wo had a division snd then
thero wore only two hundred left ; then a disruption, snd only ten of us left.
Then wa had a heresy trial ; and n.w there is only mo snd ms brithar Dan.
can left, and I ha' great doots of Dancan’s orthodoxy.’

Shescar hed Lix packets thron :h and thpouch,
Yot fult nn jealuus thrill,
Thou h sbe found sone linea from an ol old Hlame—
A great unpaid gas Lill,

Souerise To S"How oN & Rainv Day —*Can you lot wo bave some

money this morning, John ¥ asked Mra. Sprigs at the broakfast table.

*Why, I gwe you 314 the other day, and told you to fix things so that '

you would have somethipg to show on a riiny day. What did you do
with 1t '

1 bought threo pairs of silk stuckings soas—'

But ho was gone.

11.d you ree tho lagoon at the World's Fair? Well, hero ia the latest story
regardiog it. It was near the south eide of tho E'ectricity Buildiog, whore
an extended view of the lsgoon is cut «ff by the island and by cusves. An
Irishman stepped up to a gaard and said : * Whero is that laggeon I'm hoar-
ing abo. .t ?' ¢ Right here,’ was tho anawor, with a wave of the hand toward
the watsr. Tho Iri-hman 1 oked at the watsr, the 1sland, and some weeds
inthe coroer. Then he sald : ¢1s that n1 Begoira, I'll atale it somo night
with a spounge.'

In Harv Luck.—‘I wis so bard up Christmas,’ remarked a tramp,
* that I couldn’t got enough to eat let alone snythiog ts drink. Asa last
resoit 1 rarg the rivister's bell end asked him if he would give a little
food to a repentant sinner who badn’t eaten anytbiog for a weok.

$4 If you'so truly 1openiant,’ ho ssid, ¢ I'll save you, my poor msn.’

«+] am, sir,’ I rophed, focling sure Le'd invite mo into the kitchen,

¢ In that case,’ ho roturned, * just knoel down tiero on thestoop and I'll
givo you somo food for refl-ction.'’

SWEETS TO THE SWEFET.

Ste loved bim very tenderly,
Holoved hier not a bit,

Yet fato decreod that on this night
TlLey sido by sido aliould sit.

¢ Ray something swoet, dear,’ said the mald;
And through hier colored glasses

Bhe eyed him fundly as Lo breathed
The einglo word-—** Moiasses !’

Atide mipged pirl was cryiog biterly on astreet in Now York. A
sympathizing it le friond camo up, and the following s nversation onsued :

¢ Why, Maggie, what are you cryivg for 1

*My brudder Jiomio is d-ad.

* What did he dio of Maggio ¥’

* Ho wont to the poor chidren's cxcursion an' ato too much cake and
samwitches.’

¢ Oh, Maggio,” s4id tho littlo comfurier, ¢ihink what a beautiful desth—
cske and eamwitches I' :

A LESSON FREE.—In Simple Shortband—learned in a week, 100
word » miauto in threo months.,  Taugit by mail ruccessfully.
SNELL' Bring~s CorLegr, Truro and Now Glargow, N S,

“Shorter” Pastw'
and
“Shorter” Bills,

\\ e nretalking about a ¢ shorten.
ing® which will ret cause indi.
gertien, Thote who *know atuing
or twy" alout Cooking (Marion
Iatland among a host of cthers)
ate using

COTTOLENE

‘instead of lard. None but the
purest, healthiest and  cleanest
ingredients go to make up Cot.
tulene, Lard fsn't Lealthy, and i
not always clean. Those who use
Cottelene will be healthier and
wealthier than those who use
lard-~Ilealthier because they will
get “shorter” bread; wealthier
because they will get “shorter®
grocery Dilis—=frr Cedtolens costs
no mote than lard and goes twico
as far—so is but half as expensive,

Oyspeptios delight in 1t
Physiclanc endorse &1
Chofs praige itl

Cooks extol it!
Housewivos welcome It}
All live Grocers sell it]

Mado only by
M. K. FAIRBANK & CO,,
Wellington and Ann Streets,

MONTREAL.
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Rubber and Moetal Stamps,
Notarial Seals,

Hootogrsph Copying Pads,
Stenoll Culters, &o.

822 HOLLIS ST., Halifa7y.

Ali Sorts

and conditions of men
smrke the famous C('igars
ElPadre and LaCadena.

8. Davis & Sons.

Printed by Halifax Printing Co.

161 Hollis Streot.

Untocns aLL ﬂc:'cr.oano SECRETIONS
or THc BOWELS, KIDNEYS ano LIVER,
CARRYINGOFF QRADUALLY, WITHOUT WEAKEN-
ING THE SYSTCM, ALL IMPURITIZS AND FOUL
HUMONRS, AT THC SBAME YIME CORREKCT=
INQG ACIDITY or THE STOMACH, Curing
DILIOUSNESS, DYSPEPSIA, HEAD-
ACHES, DIZZINTESS, HEARTBURN,
CONSTIPATION, RHEUMATISM,
DROPSY, SKIN DISTASES, JAUNDICE,
SALT RHEZUM, ERYSIPCLLAS, SCRO-~
FULA, FLUYTLRING OF THEL MCART,
NERVOUSNESS, AND GENERAL
DEBILITY. THECE AND utll SIMILAN

COMPLAINTS QUICALY YIZLD TO THE CURA.
Tive InrLutNGE OF BURDOCK BLOOD
BITTERS.

T .

Robh-Armetrong Eainte

MONARCH ECONOMIG BOILERS,

ECONOMICAL.
PORTABLE.

DURABLE.

¥IN Machinery arnd Supplles, Wood-
working Machinery, Etc.

ROBB ENGINEERING €0, LTD.

COMMERCIAL  COLLACE

IS OPEN ALL SUMMER.
STUDENTS CAN JOIN AT ANY TIME.

Following is the Staff:—

S. E. WHISTON, Principal.
Teachor of Practical Book-keoping
and Banking,

E. KAULBAQH, Toschor of Arith-
motie, Theoretical Book-keeping
and the subjects required to pass
in the clvil servics exams,

W. E. THOMPSON, Toacher of

Cowmmerclal Law.

MISS GEORGIE MILLER,
Toacher of Shorthand, Practicsl,
Reporting, Office Work, Corras.
pondence, etc,

MISS A ¥NA GOULD, Teacher
of ,pevriting, Poactuation
Lottor Wiriting, Soelling, ofc.




