
10 THE oeRITIO.

A D SGB CE O fER AtMLY lbsteves of his mackintosh, whilst hie Icant forward in the sdl n
"'1hore 1 Isn't that ever s0 mucb botter ?" lie said cheerily.

(Contintued.) "Yets, if you liad a coal t0n, but il makes me fuel so selfish."
"]ndccd 1 didn't I see you performing a similar ac, for your sister a

lic came of a chivaîrous lie, and the blood of his ancestors flowed ini short lime ago ?"
his veins. IMaggie colorcd.

IHang it al," he.said to hinseif. "lI can't, muffle myseli up and let Il Yes, but tbat's différent."
iliat plucky little girl gel wet to te skin. She looks like a drowned rat "Iu wbat way ?"
aircady." "Geraldine has a delicate chest and requires care."

Thc eldest son of a nobleman, good-looking, comfu:lsbby cff, and pos- "You msy have ono 100 for ail )ou know, for you BcaIrcely give your
sssitg a voicc and nianner which had a peculiar fascination for women. lungs fair play.',
Captain Falconer, during the years lie bad dangled about town, had been a She lauglied outrigbt. A clear, nicrry laugh, good to hieat in ils fresh-
good deal petted and run aller. M1others knew bis worth, and married lad- ncss and joyousness.
ies rounied il a feather in their caps for himi to be sen in thecir train. "lNoI. I arn as strong as a horêe. Woa, Polecat," as the mare began

He was smiled on, lètcd and encouraged, and exposed to numierous to fidget, and kept tbrowing up lier head impatiently. Il Stand still if you
temptations. cau."

B t whalever lus faulta ini3h be, lic was a thorougu gentleman, and Tlîat's liardly a lady'e horse you're riding, is il ?" lie said.
wbcn divcsted of the artificial venter witb wbich Society bail coatcd lina, "IL depends on wvbat you call a lady's horse," replied Maggie nuischicv-
a brave, bionest, uprigl'î fellow. Thcre ivas no especial reason wby lie sbould ully, fur sbc ivas beg:nang bo recover frooe tiiose retraruge iiensations tant
give uip his walcîproof to Miaggie. flozens of other men surrounded hirn, for a few seconds lîad made lier feel so very unlike hcrself. IlMost people
rho lool<ed indifféecntly at the dripping girl, anîd mbt wlîosc bcads il neyer consider whien thcy have got some poor, %worn-out, old screw iu the stables
cnîcrcd to sacrifice themselves for bier sake. If she got wet, slic gol wel, tlîat il is the very tluiug to mount their female bclongings upon."
thüt, had nothing to do vith tbem. "You're mare isn't a sctew," he respouded with au amuaed smile, for

ceBut. Keitb Falconer %vas made of rather finer elements, and lie cotîld flot this ugly little girl's chatter was infinitely frcsh and artîcas, like a drauglit
seca oma sffr wthutofféring cvcryasitnen s power. Caîl l1111 of pure water after higli apiced wines. "lShe looks like a yonng 'un."

afool, or Quixotic if yon, like, but tbis was; the secret of bis great social suc TaL's wbat slîe is," said ïMaggie, %Yhose longue could wvag fast enough
ccss, and why lie was sirnply adored by the opposite sex. whcnevcr horse-flesh became the topic of conversation. Il She's one o1

Taking <lie white waterproof coat, which his groom îendercd bim, bie Jack's."
vent straigbt up to M.Naggic, and lifting bis hat, as if she had been a young de Oh ! iudeed, and who niight jack be, pray ?

princess, said : Il aven't you becard of jack ? flot I forgot you're a stranger. IIe's my
Il Forgive nme if I introduce myscif to you, Miss Brothertou, as your brother, the only one i've got, and-and" tremulously, -1 I miss hdm terri-

mothces tenant, but you are getting most borribly wet, and I warut You tu bly."
oblige me by putting this on." "Are you and bie such great friends then 1"

Mafggie %vas very cold. lier lips were blue, lier îeetb chaltercd, and she "ObI yes," and ber face lit up in a ivay which somehow made Caplain
was just bcginuing to feel the odious sensation of icy water slowly invading F-alcolier iiab e had a aister ta be as fond of bim as M1aggie cvidcnlly 'vas
ber innermost garments. But aq she listenel to this courteous and unex- <>f this brother of bers. "Il can't tell how miserable I have beon since jack
pecîed siddrcss, in spito of bier ci illiness the warm blood suddenly loapt in lcft. Tbcre's nobody t0 talk 10."
one bot wave of color to ber checks. IlYou bave your sisters. Can't you talk 10 them ?

Il vas a novpl sensation, nybody wvantiug 10 give up a thiug for her. "Yes, but that's flot the same thing. They don't care to lark about as
Sbe was not accustomed to it, and ut roused a curtous tumult of emotion in jack and I do."
bier girlish breast. "lOh 1 you lark, do you ?" asked Captain Falconer, immensely amused.

She glanced ai bim sbyly witb two, soft grey.green eces of kittenish bue. "X's, trcmendously. Wie have no end of fu."
"Tbanks, you are very kind, but I-l'mn afraid you mistake me for some "And 1 suppose Master jack teaches you t0 talk ilang, eh ! Miaggie ?

one eIsc." Her litîle wvet face turned scarlet ait tbis reproof, good.bumored as it 'vas.
"Indeed ! Are you nt a MIiss Bkotherton ?" Sbe buug bier bcad and made no rcply. Only site wisbed perhaps for tbe
"Yes ; but l'mn only àNlaggie."1 fliat time in her innocent life, tbat she 'vas more like wh%L a 'veil brougbl
"Only Miaggie !" bie cxclaimed, sfruck by the uncouscious pathos of up young lady sbould be. The deficiencies of lier manners and appcaraucc

lier tone. IlWbat difference does tbat make ? Have you not as good a 'vere painfully borne in upon lier.
right to be considered as your sister ?" IlAnd 'vere has jack gorue W ?" enquired Captaàn Falconer, after a soMLý

"I- I dou't kno'v. You sec l'in neyer suppostd to count.» what prolonged pause, sorry t0 bave caused bier so mucb distress, and
"Do you mean because you're so young still, Miss Brothuertoîî ?" resolvii- to guatd against it in future.
"Perbaps ; l'in not quile sure; but please don't caîl me iss Brolher. "8 Le 'vent 10 Australia. lie bad some friends over tberc, and bie said

ton. Nobody does." bie migbt neyer get such a good opportunit/ of seoiug the world again. lie
Wbat amn 1 to cati you thon ?'I is coming back in a year, and as soon as tbe girls are ail married, and bave
Ml\aggie. It's so rnucb Icas forma], and I dou't feel as if I could answcr found gr-od busbands, i'm ta livc with bim as bis bousekeceper."

to Nliss Brothert-un." IlAnd bave you no thouglits of finding a busband also P" hie asked,
IlWcil then, Maggie-sînce yoti givo nie leave to caîl you sa-it dis- sîniling broadly.

tresses me 10 sec you getting so wet." She madle a grimace ana -brugged ber shoulders in a deprecafing
Tbaî's very funny." manner.a
%Vby funny?" bie retorted, a litîle piqucd by thc observationî. "No-o o, I don't sec wbaî woold be the use."
"fecause ruobody cisc cares twopence 'vbether I'm soaked ta the akin "Wly flot ?'*

or r.ot." "For a vcry simple reason. Because no one would bave me."
"Wýell, cousider 1 ami not like auybody cIsc, and tbat I do carc.' "Yuu scem te cnlertain a singularly enod:st opinion of yourself, Mag-
Ile lowercd his voicc persuasively, and iî eoundcd vcry, vcry soft, in Nlag- ' I

gie's cars. de Iow is it possible for me to entertain any other ? I'm ugly, and 1
IlReaIly, Captain Falconer," sbe said, wiîh growing cmbarrassment, fur, kunow it. The girls arc alivays tcllicg me so, and even jack, Who loves 11-.

after all sl'o 'as only a child, who knew notbiug of the wirld and ils ways, as dearly as I do him, says the saune. It is absurd trying 10 ignore dit
"l'mn quite used to il."s troîli because it is not pleasaut. No, Geraldine, Lily and Rose are sure t0

*"Uscd to vwhat ?" marry, aud perliaps even Mlatilda, but I neyer shaîl." And she looked himt
"The rain," duckiug bier bcad as sli.- spokc, sa as to allow a smali streain 8tiaiglit in the face, iti: a pair of honct, sligbîly 'visîfül cycs.

to .Trickle from tlue briia of bier bat ta the grouuud. Odly enougb lic ivould bave given a ten pouind note 10 bave been able
"H'm 1 That's a sbocking bad reason Yireason at al), in fact. Cerne, to dispruve tbe smaternent. Whiy, he could not tell, but that 'vas bis

Maggic. 1 hope you and 1 nîay bc fricnds, but I'm a very aîîtocratic pcrsou. impulse. Heo bad a kind of instinct that wben the poor lutIe soulspokesa
* aud I like 10 bc obeyed. So put on Ibis coat, tlicrc's a good girl, and don't opcnly <if bcr ugliness it svould have afforded bier infunite comfort 10 find

makeC any more fuss." he point ispuied. \Vitb nine '%voinen oui of ten he 'vould have h-ad no
She starrd at bim in astor.îshment, wbilsî an uucomfortablc mCfisturc, <b fbesitation in doiug so, but there 'sas a clîîldislî simplicity about the girl,

*which she frît hcartily ashamcd, rose ta bier c3c-,. Luckily the rainnaihcà acccmî,anied by a rare straigbtforwardncss, whicb rendered the slightcst
it away before hie could possibly detcct it, whlicb 'vas n mercy ever <o bo deviation from trutb impossible. ]lc thougait bier plain, aud he cauld uo,
thankful for. It would have killed bier witlî shame t0 lct bim sec bier crying brame bis lips to, assure lier sbe 'vas not. And yet the longer they couversrd
like a baby, just because bie had spoken a fcw kind wvords 10 ber. Wb--' «i uneo css lic couusidercd it. her absolute unconsciousness, humulity and
miserablc idiot she would bave appeared. frecdom froin vanity liad aIl tbe greater charm, for hlm, because in bis

"lI-I dou't wisb t0 stem rude or ungrateftil," slie ansivercd in a curi- intercourse witb 'vomen hie badl but seldom nit wiîb these qualilies. lie
ously subdurd, and raîbher unsteady voe Il l'ut trali> 1 can'î put on your bcgau to regari bier more attentively. After all there 'vas nothing repu-
coat lst-a'git froua ynu." rive about lier ugliness, aud that 'vas tue great point. You could sun be-r

IlWon't you do une so vcry slight a favor ?" lue sa-d, %:th tluc caressing up iii two 'vorde, plain but pîcasaut. Thus îlîiîkiug, and witb the recl-
look of luis bloc eyrs wbicb so uu;aiy 'vomen liad f'und daugcroubly coni- lection oif bs Iatest cxperiences étill vivid inulbts mind, bie said gravely.-
.,elling ere uuow. Maggic mualle no ittcnulpt Io mcl their gare. A siran,,c Il Don2t Ir-.uble about your lookse, Nlaggie. flcauty is not cverytbiin.,
ireanor passcd through berr framec, aud aIl of a tudden lier licart felt as if it aud or. the contrary ofien puoves a fatal giît, wbicli 'vomen abuse sadly; aud

cre scveral sizes 10 large for lier body. many dcrive neither bappiuicss nor profit froua it."
flefore she kncw wliat sho 'vas about, she found ber,«cîf struggling iuîto IlSo tbey say," shc rctortcd. IlYct cvcry wornan would like to passais


