- e,

"

o Lot

The Presbyterian Review:,

Church News.

[A4R communicaisons to this column ought (o
he sent to tha Editer immediately afler the
?‘cu;renca to which they refer Aave taken
ace,

Montireal Notes.

Now that Dr. Warden has definitely
accepted the Toronto Agoncy of the
church and i3 about to remove from
Montreal, it is fitting to express our
sense of Lho vory great luss which we
bave suffered by the change

It is truc he still continues as trea-
surer of the I'rench Board and of the
Collcﬁo for the proscnt ycar at any
rate, Dut hisabsenrs will bo none the less
less keenly folt in many ways. Emin-
ently wise and y «tical counsel as
well as fortilo {. resourco, he tovk a
decp interest in evory form of Chris-
tian activity, especislly to thoso relating
to his own church, and bad made hm-
self the centre of mnni; of their cfforts,
while_ho was in touch with them all.
He wiil be missed most of all, perbaps,
in the Presbytery where ho was per-
foctly familiax w.th all the business,
and took a very active part in it« delib-
erations. He ever took more than his
share of tho hard and unpleasant wurk
that had to bo done, and no one knew
as woll as he tho missiopary operations
carried on within the bounds, or was
quicker to discorn the opportunities fur
extending them. Holding as he did the
full confidonco of the husiness laymen
of the city, thero was soldom difficulty
in sccuring the means nceded for carry-
ing out any enterprise which commend-
ed itself to him. °The healthy condition
of the work to-day is largely due to his
influence. The futuro maimntenance of
it will be all the casier becausc of the
soundness of bis financial policy.

Evangelical work among the French
Catholics of Quebec bas suffered a se-
vere loss by the death of the. Rev.

.Adam Burwasb from sunstroke at

Rockland on the 22nd of June. FKor
some years back be bas been the direc-
tor of the Baptist French missions, and
much of the progress made by them in
rocent years has been dus to his energy
and zeal.  Educated at Woodstock, Ont.,
and entering upon his ministerial work
at Dominionviile, he was called to
Sherbrooke. Then ha becamo so much
intcrested in krench Missions that ho
perfected his knowledge of the lan-
guage aad threw himself i:..o the work
with all his beart. The French Pro-
testant Baptist churches at Sorel, Mas-
kinonge and Quobec owe existenco
largely to his efforts. Recently he had
transferred his activity td Samerville,

., where there is a ronsiderable
¥rench Canadian populution, and his
death occurred while on a  visit to
his xrclations, Re was still in the
primo, of life and had he  Ieen
spared would doubtless have continued
to render efficiont service in that im-
portant field. There never wasa time
when French work was more interest-
ing or hopeful than just now.

In viow of the probable abscnco of
a large Lamber of the teachers in the
Chiness Sanday schools dumng July
and August, Dr. Thomson is making ar-
rangements that will cnable the work
to Lo continued with as little interrup-
tion ag possible. The schools in the
central district of the city, will bo comn-
bined and three sessions will be held
cach Sunday. In the momung they
will meet in St. Paul’s church, 1n the
afternoon in Stanley St.. and in the
evenilng in Knox church. A farewell
meoting was given to Aiss Thomson at
ths new misslon rooms on Legauchetero
St., a_few ovenings sgo. She has had
a_sprcial class among them for some
time past and interrupts her work now
only to (it hersclf more fully for it.
Thoe Xnox church school has now gone
over the hundred mark.

Th>  Sunday schools of Stanley St.,
Melsillo and Westminster churches
held a united picnic at Hudson. on the
Lake of Two Mountains, on Saturday
last. A specisl train was chartered for
the occasion and some five bundred of
tho children and their {ricnids spont n
most enjoyable day. tbankse o the de-
lightful wweather and the admirable ar-
rang-toents that had been made by tho
committce.

Daring a vicleat thunder stormm on
Sanday morning last, thn Preshyterian
Colicgo was atruck by lightning, and

tut for the heavy rain at tho time

wouid probably have been set on firo,

As it was tho flag-staff on the tower,

svas shattored and a couple of panes of
lass broken. But boyond this no fur-
her damage was done.

Norhwest Notes.

The Rov. J. M. Gray, of Stirlng.
Ont., has been called by tho congoega-
tion of Selkirk, Man.

The Rov. 1. N. Guthrie has been ap-

inted to the charge of the congrega-
ion of Shaunks, 1n tho Presbytery of
Minunedosa, Man.

A violent thunderstorm on the 15th of
June overturnwcd the bell-tower and
cracked the Leil at the Rolling River
Indion Mission, Man., and broke nearly
ell tho glass in tho side of the Wlission
house, exposed to tho storm.

Miss M. Mcllwaine has entered u{)on
her dutins as 2 member of the stafl of
the Crowstand, Man, lndian Mission
school. Miss Mcllwaine was until her
departuro for the west 3 valued mem-
30:; of St. TPaul's church, Hamilton,

nt.

The recently elected Dominion parlia-
meats includes 1n its Weslorn conuing-
ent two Proagbyterian munisters—Tho
Rev. James 31, Douglas, (Patron). who
was a few years ago mimster of Bran-
don, and Lefore that missionary 1n In-
dia: and the Rev. G. R. Maxwell, (Lib-
eral), minister of the First Church,
Vancouver.

General.

Rov. M McKenzie, wuu and child,
have just returned from Chee-Wa
Honan, China. They are gowngto spen
a few months in Scotland and will re-
turn to Canada in Novemixr.

Rev.  Jamos Ballantyne. pastor of
Knox Church, Ottawa, will bo relieved
of his charge on July 15. The mat-
ter of his translation from Knox Church
1o Knox College. Toronto, where ho has
been appointed by the General Assem-
bly to tho chair of apologetics and
ciurch history. was discussed at the
meeting of Ottawn Presbytery.  Tho
commissioners_ from Knox congrega-
{ion, Messrs. J. McMillan, Hiram Rob-
inson. C R. Cunningham and D.L. Mc-
Lean. appearcd before the Presbytlery,
and while expressing doop regret that
Rev. Mr. Ballantyne should b removed
from them at a period when the worth
of his ministry was so evident in thg
materinl and spiritual development
and progress of the congregation they
desired 1o _offer no_objeciions to his
translation in opposition to the oxf;‘c&s-
cd desire of the Goneral Assembly.

Thoquestion often asked—*¢ Why are pu-
tils of tho New England Conservatory so uni.
formly snccessful a8 teachers or perlormers 1
—is readily anawered by thozo who have been
fartuuate enough to becono arquainted with
tho iostitution. With an cquipment supetior
to that of sany other school, with both Amer.
joan and foreign teachers of tho highest rank,
with Boston, tho art centro of Americs, to
farnish 1ho beat operas and concerts, it is sy
to sco why ono year of atudy thero is botter
than two olstwhere. Its prospectusisseat free.

Manitoba College.

Dr. Goorge Adam Smith, of the Freo
Church college, Glasgow, author of the
volumns on Isamah in the Expositors
Bible is delivering a courss of lectures
in Mapitola college on “Hebrew Poo-
try.”* Tho following is a list of the
subjects.  I. Tho itic Raco; IL
The Langusge and Rhythm, III. The
Poetrv of Nature; ihe Mythology;TV.
The Earls National Pootry: the mak-
ing of Isragl; V. David; Fact and Ques-
tion; VI. Our Mother of Sorrews; The
Poetry of Confession and Despair; Com-
plaint and Vengeance; of Suffering, Ex-
ilo and Death: VIIL The Pootry nf
Wisdom: the tmo% of Proverhs, On br.
ginning hix firs! le~ture on th> “Semi-
tic Race,” Dr. Smith spoks on the dif-
ficulties that confront one in the very
commencergent of a studs of Hebrew
pootry, cspecially one 4vho has only
been accustomed to Arvan rythms, ox-
pressions and modes of thmght.  Net
merely are there differoncas in letters
and verhal farms, but _differcnces in
invention and constructinns We have,
indond, to leavo behind the word “poct,”
(maker) altogether and  substituto
*prophet,’” (soer) aman capable of re-
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ociving Intense Impressions. Tho Som-
itio races nro found geogrughlcally
within well defined bLounds; they aro
distinct in the features of languago and
customs, ‘This, perhaps marked the
Hobrew nation out and wado thom fit
for the religious sphere thoy were to
occupy, us well as giving shapo and
color to thewr poctry. Tho question Is
ofton asked. 1s Arabia the cradie of
tho Scmites® ' Whatover tho answer
muay be, hero at least wo have the
charactorwtics of the rave best shown
in their geniug, pulity and languag:,
Arabia, remarkable for its growth
poputlation, has time and ugatn sent out
streams on every side, until to-day we
sor the Arabic typo  from Malay 1o
Morocco* A summary of the charast-
erstics of the Semitic nature can be
well given in our paradoaes. 1. Great
sensual gro-sn-s., combinei wi'th great
reveronce. 2. Subtlety, withaut origin.
ality or sustained speculation. 3. T)'s.
tinet subjectiveness of thought. com-
bined with realism in style. 4 Endur-
anco :}nd.{gaucnw. yet broken by fity
of irritability and passiona Perbaps
these can bo accounted for b the lifo
of the desort. The Arabg lived apas-
toral, nomadic hfea Lesert hife was a
life of sigilanco. True, the Semito had
groat leisure, but it was the leisure of
a sontinul. Semitic interest in things
is  never speculattve  but  pracical.
What dnes this snean to me or to my
tribe? His poetry, as a consequenco is
subjective, in the meaning of self-re-
garding, an} shows great concretencss
and perspicuity; e never resorts to
the obscure, nor troubles with stylistic
effect. If he has anythine to say. he
is out with it, the quicker and straight-
er the botter: There is a dang r in
this style. It is apt to becomo a mere
onuineration of things intercsting on-
ough to tho actor, but very prosaic to
one out of touch with thant When
we combine with this the fact that
thero is a great lack of inventiveness
in tho Scmitic races, it follows in easy
sequence that the actor 1s the poet. Wo
see thie, time and again in the songs
of the Old Testamant: The hero is the
singers There 1s no art asido from ex-
1ericnce. Passing fram the genius of
the peoplo to tho fruits of their geniuhs,
as shown in _history. we select these
fruits which have a bearing cqually on
religion and poetry: 1 Conception of
Yz‘f)d. 2. Mythotogy. 3 Hope of future
ife.

1. The conception of God. Thai ail
monotheism has sprung from the Semi.
tic raco has suggested that something
preuliar to_this tace must have given
rise to it. Renan would account for it
by the great one desert wwhich was

hout them. This, however, has been
contradicted by Roberteson Smith and
other equally good suthority. There is
nothing in Sermitic hife to account far
it. Morwover, Syria is not a desert. The
mononlheistic belief izduemore to their
po'itical tendencies. True. they lived in
detached tribes—not nations—hut each
tribe had a certain  unity. So cach
tribe had its god, anrd each god had
his tribe, All the gods Swere recog-
nized. though worship was paid by each
tribe only teitsown By training. men
came to think of one god (their own)
before all others and so stepped towards
monotheism. The Hebrew beliel can
only be fully accounted for by the in-
flucnco upon their minds of their own
God in revelation. who appealed to them
oqually on grounds of reason and right-
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2. Mythology. This with them was
connected with tho stones bilow and the
stars above. The desert lifo was not
conducive to myth. There was no Luild-
m§ up. no wasting away, so there was
nothing to suggest a cosmmogony, and
cosmogeny was there none until their
wanderings took them to where the
rushing torrent tore the carth away
and the sluggish delta Luilt up anmv,
Then, and only then, the idea rweke.

Future life. No tribe of all this
rase hasg developed un ides of future life
except as having emigrated and founl
some {ixed abede. The reasn may have
been partly the  want of speculative
thought. But the Semitic ocnreption
o the inhividual was the main cause of
this, which =<ms 80 stranga to us and
s irreconcilable with our idea of these

lex. God, with them, deads with the
ribe, not with the individual The tribo
Tasterl, the wan passed away  The (ol
ing tent. tlw nomailic life, tho fading
menorics, and tho easily forgotten past




