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LussoN I-AV27.-EX. lis., 10-20

Moses Sent as az Deliverer.

GoLoaN £BXT.-"rFoar thou not; for 1 arn witlî
tllce."-lsa. xli; .o

EXr'LAN.Ta- MIosEs' 1DANIS'M1LIT Foui Fonry
YBARs IN tlAUliA.-Wlien Moses lied front Pliaraoh in
Eb'ypt, hoe camec to the borders of the Mlidianitcs, in the
suttacaiitern part of the Arabian triangle, wherc was a
%vii for the watering of the flocks. While Moses was
sittin g by the %vcll the scven dauglitcrs of Raguel, or
Reuel, aiso calleti Jethro, the priest andi shcik of the
Midianite tribe accupying thiat rcgion, camne ta ivatcr
their fathcr's dlocks. Tituy liad drawn considerable
watcr, wlicn saie rude siiepherds came up with, their
flocks, and drove thont nway, andi took possession of
of tilt trou lis. Upon tbis Moseà gallantly came o t Ui
rescue, ;tndcomllpelioti the shephecrds ta stand aside while
lie watered the flocks of the niaidens. The rcsuit wvas
thlat lie entered tlic service of thè sheik, and niarrict i s
daughuter Zipporah, andi remiainoti in the faniily of
Raguet for forty years.

(i) In these years lits awn character woulti bc dis-
cipliîc±d and ripcned, and every noble trait confirniet,
lits failli strcngtlicned, and bis knowvledge of God, of
religion, and of man, calargeti. The man surroundeti
witli prido andi autocratic powcer, iose first act fa his
nev hife wvas ta siîe an Egyptian,-was ta become the
nieckest of mon. (2) He liati Icarneti ail ho coulti ini
tic !,cliooi of Egypt, andi noodet ta cscaps frani ail faise
influenîces iliat, iiiiglit mar bis character andi bis work.
Egyptian idoas inust giv'z place ta divine ideas of gav-
erniliont andi religion. (3) ln the wilderness lie would
lhold cottmiunion wit)iGod. "No ragiannmore favor-able
ta the attainnment o! a lcfty conception of the Alinighty
couti have lîcen found." H-ere Goti would be bus
tcachoer. llie absence o! secret training andi discipline
wvili nccossarily leave us barren, superficial ant heorctic.
Soticehing marc tian mnero doing is nccessary on the
part of tue cruie servant. The servant mnuet frequently
stand in luis Nla-ter's presence, in order that lie rnay
know v what lic lias ta do. (4~) lit those calm years every
probleil ta bc solved in the organization of a people
wvould rise successiv'ely in hus nîiind anti finti its solution.
(5) 1-lis %vaîderings %vould niake himi acquainted îvith
cvcry valley, plain, eorge, luili, anti uiicuntain of the
whlole region ; wutlî its population ; with overy spring
andi we'll, and %vitli ail the resources ofcevery kind offereti
by any spot ; an education of suprenie importance
toviards fitting imi ta guide biis race, wvbcn rescued tram
Egypt. (6) The fle, toc, wvbich lie led was happily
adapteti ta worl< ivitlîin liiim tuat hardihooti cf constitu-
tion anti chiaracter cf wvhici lie viault afterwvard stand
so iîîuciî in riecti, anti cf whicb the sequel cf bis story
affords so miany btriking instances. (7) Evcry tic with
Egypt, evcry embarrassmnn of bis officiai position, in
the wvay cf perfect synipathy witli anti aid ta the
1lebrevis, w~as bî,>kcn. Haviever nîuch his Iîeart had
beoxi theirs wlîile lic was living amiti the spicapors o!

the palace at Tanis, yct Ilhis flight inupt ilave llrst set
hini frec froni an .embarrassingî position)- and ieft..hin?'
wvho11y at their service."

Whelen the forty ycars of preparation had dohietheir
wvork, wlien a new and weakcr Phaiaohi had gained..
possession of the thronc instead of the fierce and warlike
Rameses, and wlien the Israclites Sa felt the bitterness.
af thocir botidage, then God catlcd* Moses ta his great
wvork. Moses was wandering, doubtless in meditative
mood, arnang tlîc mountains of Sinai when God appearcd
ta hiua by nicans of a burning bush, an acacia or thorn-
busli so common in the desert.

Flennei is the bcst s ymnbal of God. -(i) It is huma-

teil - tis iefbIï glorious andinapproacbablc.

everywhere,--omniprescnt.. (. h undefiled and un-
defilable, absc!j&tely pur. <)1tî fi war-ilng and cheer-
ing, iife.giving hcalth fuIi thosç who are its friends.

Tua NATURB OF~ TRE PLiCGuss.-The tirst miracle of
the rod changed into a seûet n waiwn h
magician's serpents %vas direted against idolatry ex-
presscd in serpent wvorship.

The efirst plaguec, turning. the waters of Egypt inta
biaod, in june, for seven days, was dirccted against the
N 11e, which was %vorshipped: 1y thc Egyplians.

The second piague, of the frogs, assailed the. warship
of frogs. In tbe height of tlfe inuindation, the abounti.
ing racisture quickens incoïreivable myriade of frogs
and toads, whicb, swarm evérywhere. even in ordinary
yeàrs.

The third plague, of the lice. The word includes
poisanaus flics ar.d insects. Sir Samuel Baker says that
in Africa 11 there is a kind of1tick which lives in hot sand
and dust, andi is the greatest 'enenxy of man and beast."
This plague struck at idolatry inasrnuoh as it came fram ..

the dust af the sacred soil.
The fourth piague, flics, appears to include winged

pests of ail kinds, stinging flies, cattie flics, cockraaches,
andibeetios. This ivas a blov at idolatry, since the most
sacreti symbuol of thc Egyptian religion ,was the scarabveus
or coinmon dung bectie of the country.

The fifth plague, the Murrain, still not uncommon in
Egypt struck at 11 he worship af Isis and Osiris, to whoni
the cow andi the oc wvcre sacreti, andi of the great. god
Amon, of womi the ram was the living synibal.",

The sixth plague, or bouls, arase ramn a syrnbolic
sprinkling of ashles froin I furnates,"..In the belief that
they %vould avert evil, but asiles now brought boils
insteati of blessings.

The seventh plag'îe was1 of bail frram a storrn of fear-
fui thunder and lightn;ng, ia Match, as vie learu front
the state of the crops destroyeti

The cighth plague, the i il"sts, braught a terrible
devastation of the very supplies of lite, -,

The nintli plague %vas .of'-datkness. Other plagues
viere Nvor6e in sonieways, butthis tendeti mo.%t ta humble
andi ave Pharaoh'sheart wit a ghastlyfarebading.

TuiKER DUMTnoi.-Tliey ptobably began ia mace, at.
the dîne of -the Nule inurndation, andi çontillued tlii
April, a perioti ot nearly ten nîanths. lu, 4the seveath,
the barleyw~as in the ear-, this would fix its time at
about thlt first of February.
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