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Dec. 22nd, 1850.)
( Conduded from last week.)

As nunisters of the Gospel we need
more faith in prayer.  We should prize
1t as the haghest privilege to plead with
and for those of our lock.  The mercy
stat is the place of memorial.  Before it,
souls have been prostrated in all ages.
Before ot the dead have been quickened.
Before 1t the weary have found rest ; and
the tired and the tempted have found
comfort and relict.  ** Hast thou not
known ? hast thou not heard, that the
everlasting God, the  Lord, the creator of
the ends of the earth, fainteth not, acther
is weary ? there is no searching of His
understinding. He giveth power to the
faint, and to them that have no might,
He mereaseth strengeh.”

Brethren, wherever you go on pastoral
duty, go with your hearts filled with the
love ot Christ. Whether in the drawing-

oom, or i the kiechen, strive to speak a
word for Chrst. It is your mission.
Glonfy your Master in your pastoral call-
ing. 1 would sooner go into a kitchen
than in the most richly farnished draw.
ing-room : 1 would by far rather stand by
a woman's side at the wash-tub preaching
Jesus, than stand in the circle of the
gayvest sodiety. 1 always like to take
familics a5 I find them. Go on the
wash-davs, the baking-days, the ironing-
days, or any other day, o vou fee
prompted . but never go unprepared  for
duty, real pastoral duty, o clse yvou are
sure to dnft anto the stream of gossip.
When we go forth, it should be with the
desire 10 do good, and to get good. 1
have spoken the simple truth of the Gos-
pel with more force and  power to a wo-
man on her knees scrubbing the toor,
than ever 1 did in the pulpit,

It's not in the beautiful valley where

old. sihver. and prectous stones, are to
be found.  Here possession is only ob-
tained by hard labour, down in the
heart of the carth,
not shrink from going into the very
heart of hfe : the real hfe, not the aru-
ficial lite, which s made o promment
before the eves of minsters.

Beware, my brethren, of falling into
this dangerous river, of drawing from ar-
tificial sources, and clothing your ser-
mons with the same.  \ sermon  thas
prepared, 1o sy the least of it i a abby
thing, full ot sordid puety.  Let vour ser-
mon~ abound with precions gems, drawn
forth srom the heat of hies vombicr. 1
they are vaud of freshness, they will soon
become stale, and have no power, or m-
fluence, only to send men o sleep.

We shionld strive to make 1t our hife's
study to dlothe our sermons with some-
thing more effectual than the prophet’s
stafl on the face of adead child. 1S the
ministration. not of death, but of life,
which has heen inangurated by the Sa
viour of men. It's a glorious ministration,
we should see in it our highest joy.
and Like the greatapostlebeenabledtosay
*God Jorbid that T should glory, save in
the crossaf our 1 ord Jesus Christ.”

One of the grandest specimens (which
is in itself perfect) of pastoral visitation,
was given by Christ, at the well of Ja-
cob.  The analogy was sublime. I the
truth of Gad could be brought home to
that woman's heart at Jacob's well, as it
has been done by our Lord, may it not
be done by the Lord's servants, buf we
must follow our Lord’s example.  Draw
your analysis from life, present the truth
of Gad 1o vour hearers from life’s com-
mon scenes.

Faithful visitation supplied the demand.
We may be always adding to our store of
knowledge.  The man who faithfully
performs his pastoral visitation, will be
ableto sound the deepest abyss of sorrow,
and also climb the highest peak of joy

Theretore we must |
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fishes of the sea, the grass of the field,
the birds of the air, the clouds of thesky,
and the winds of heaven, and by these
analysis impressed the truth with greater
power on the heartsof hishearers.  Even
30 ; “ Every Scribe which is instructed
unto the kingdom of heaven is like unto
aman that is an houscholder, which
bringeth forth cut of his treasure things
new and old.” It becomes us as wise
master-builders in the temple of the liv-
ing God, to gase into the analysis of
truth.  We must go out from our study,
into the homes of our flock, and like ex-
ploring parties, return heavily laden with
Anorededge gained to ensich our hearers
from Sabbai:: to Sabbath,

For this power let us toil and pray,
and learn to price our sermons for the
life-giving truths which they possess. It
is our duty to gather historical facts, and
by these present the truth of our gospel.
It iy this that will draw cut the hearts of
men in sympathy to one another.

We must be able to rejoice with them
that do rejoice, and weep with them that

weep. Not standing isolated in the pul-
| pit, but come down in sympathy to your
i people and your words shall touch their -
hearts. £ 15 worth a life's study to knowe !
hoier o fouch men's hearts.
narrative will do.  How many scenes do
we witness, which if made use of, would |
enable us to command a great power in
pressing the truth home.  The word of
God is powerful if rightly handled.  The
"voice of the living preacher shall rouse !
“men from their lethargy. A spirit shall
! prevail, the spirit of hie and truth shall !
brood over pulpit and pew, speaker and
“hearer: and by it a whole congregation
Imay be moved in glorious unison.
i With an angel’s joy vou shall stand
Yupon the walls of Zion, and from you as |
“from a fountain of living waters shall
I flow living streams to quench the parched
Pones on the desert plains below.
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VMEETING OF THE CENTR.L
| ASSOCLIATION [N PINT.
GROVE, ONT.

{

! The Aswsodiation met on “Tuesday af
rternoon at 2-30 . m. m the Congrega
[tional Church.  After devotional eer-
‘(.‘ist‘\ the roll was called, and the order .
Yof business for the nent session declared.

A paper was then read by Mr W
"Reed. of Whithy, on *The Holy Spirit,
the present need ot the Church ©

In the evening a sermon to the uncon
fverted was to hine been dedivered by the
i Revo 50 Unsworth, of Georgetown, but
fowing 1o iy unavordable absence Mr
Wrench took his place. and gave an ad-
dress on the subject of = Unfruitiulness.”
Topic  “The Barren Fag Tree. Rov. L
L1 Powts opened with praver.

On Wednesday evening an hour was
Pspent in aservice of praver and praise,
Sled by Rev, AL F. McGregor, B. AL

P Rev. EC DL Silco read a paper on the
sithjeet of * Christian giving © He drew
special attention to these facts: » That
great grace follows  generons gy ; that
sistematie greony was commended in the
Old TFestament and «ommended in thcl
New Testament.  * Every man as he

purposctlt’™  that ioluntary contributions
alone are pleasing to God.

In the afternoon a paper on “ Holi-
ness”™ was read by Mr. Ebbs, also a paper
on “The Progress of Missions in our
own Times,” prepared by Rev. J. Burton,
B. .

In the cevening the public mecting was
addressed by Rev. Messes. Hindley, Me-
Gregor and Ebbs.  The two latter were
called upon to take the place of the pre-
viously appointed but absent brethren.

Subjects. Speakers.
Our work. .. .+...). J. Hindley.

Our means.. ... }:\. F. McGregor.

Our hope
Oarreward.....cco.u... ..

whilst going in and out amongst his flock.

Qur difficulties. . ... ..
} E. Ebbs.

Some stmple |

meet in Oro next May,

Ministers present ~Revs, H. . Pow-
s, Jo )0 Hindley, Dr Wild, E. 1. Sil-
cox, — Wrench, ). McKinnon, M. S.
Gray, R. Hay, A, F. McGregor,

Mews of the Ghurches.

Sourn C/°EDON observed its annual
Sunday Scb  entertainment on New Year's
Eve. Th .Ldaendance was good notwith-
standing the intense cold.  After tea ad-
dressesweregivenby Revs. Grantand Camp-
bell (Baptist) and Jos. Unsworth, The New
Years' tree wis then untoaded, much to the
satisfaction of the youny folks,

Jan'y 11th, 1881, F. WRIGLEY.

ToroN10—~(Northern Congregational
Church).—The annual meeting was held on
Wednesday evening, tathinstant.  Reports
were preseated by the pastor, Secretary-
Treasurer, the Superintendent of the Sun-
day School, and the chairmen of the differ-
cat working committees of the church, after
which refreshments were served, and the
remainder of the evening spent in social
intercourse. A large gathering of the friends
was present. The reports forthe past yvear
show advancement and progress.  The
church is in full working activity.

Rev. JouN Burrox, B, Lue pastor of
John St Presbytertan Churchand now pas-
tor of the Northern  Congregational
Church, Toronto, has been, by the
Senate of  Albert University, appoint-
cd 1o preach the annual  Bacealare-
ate sermon before the University in June
nest. The many friends of the rev, gentle-
man will be pleased to learn of the appoint-
ment, aad the University is to be congraw-
lated on his acceptance thereof.  We might
mention that this appoinunent is regarded
as the highest in the gift of the University.
- Untario, belleville,

New DrUrsas.—The supporters and
friends of the Congregational Church, New
Durham, met on the evening of the 12th
instanyg, to consider what steps should be

ctaken tonards the crection of a church,
b Considerable enthusiasm was aroused, and |

4 resolutton adopied to crect a building,
and acommatee was appointed to secure
asite and canvass for subscripuions. The
Rev, Wo ] Cuthbertson was present and
threw out a few  practical suggestions on
the subject, The heatuness with which
the matier has been taken in hand has
afforded great encouragement to the pastor,
the Rev. G 1L Pedley.  His people at
Kelvmn abso are talhig of erecuny sheds.

14 january, 1881,

Reve Tuos. Hae—The following are
goal words from an outade source.  *We

regret to hear that the Rev. Thomas Hall

15 abont to leave this country for a new
sphere of mmsterial Tabors in- Canada, and

"that the reverend gentlemen goes by the

Allan steamer now due, his wife anid family
having already preceded hm. Bro, Hall has
been actively  and successfully identified
with the Temperance movement ever since
his arrival i Newfoundland, was a zealons
promuter of our principles mnong the Sons

of Tewmperance and Templars’ onganizations

and amongg the voung in Bands of Hopee,
both within und outside of his own congre-
gation.  He was largely instrumental in
bringing to a successful issue theTemperance
(Permissive) agitation which euhminated i
the Temperance Act of 1871, Asa Christian
minister, the reverend gentleman was not
only successful in building up the nterests
of the particular Chureh with wlich e was
identitied, but was alwaysready and wilhng to
aid other Clristian bodies e the promotion
of their work.  He has been a frequent and
welcome contribmtor to the Jowernal in past
times, und we shall feel and regret his loss,
in common, we are sure, with the general
community.  We wish Mr. Hall a hearty
welcote, sbundant lubors, and a contimu-
ance of success in Christian uscfulness, in
the wider sphere to which he goes.  Also
we hope that the good cause of Temperance
will still retain its hold on his sympathies,
and engage hisactive support™.— Zemper

ance Jorrnal, St. John's, N. F.

Douatas held its annual soiree on the 1st
of Jan, procceds 868. The church's in-
debtedness is now only 811. And the Treas-
urer has just reported 10 cents as the bal-
ance on hand in the account for current ex-

enses. All this seems to make our Douglas
ricnds huppy.

Gararaxa First Cuvrest had a delight-
ful Christmns Concert and Tree in connec-
tion with the Sunday School.

Toa Mouting at which sumno tifty dollars
were roalired.

“Penominational Newo,

While Congregationalism is not accord-
ing to our iden of Church polity,
and while the denomination  nurtures,
or at least allows, clements of thought
and religion that wethink ought to be
cast out ; yet itis a noble denomination
after all, and one that adds strength to
the kingdom wherever it sets its feet.—
United Preshyterian.

So far as reported, there were 105 new
Congregational churches organized in the
United States during the year 1880
against 67 in the year 1879, Thet: were
205 ministers ordained or installed
against 173 the previous year, and 70
dismissed against gg the previous year.
These facts seem to indicate that the cli-
max has been reached and that the pas-
toral relation is at length hecoming more
permanent  rather than less so.  The
number of Congregational ministers who-
died in 1880 was 76 against 71 the pre-
vious year. Pheir average age, so far as.
given, seems  to have been nearly 63
against an average of 67 the previous.
year.

The Christian  Endeavor Church in
Brooklyn, over which Rev. W. F. Crafts
Las just been installed, once had the
largest Sabbath schoolin the world, num-
bering above 2,000, and it is still large;,
with an average attendance of about 730.
Recently there has been added ablack-
board review by the pastor, in the closing
exercises. The pastor also gives an expo-
sition of the lesson in the Friday night
praver meeting, which is regularly pub-
lished in the Brooklyn Zimes, and at
nine o'clock, following the prayer-meet-
ing, a teachers” mecting is held in the
church partor, conducted by Mrs. Crafts.

The accession of fitty by confussion
| to the church in Salt Lake City, Utah,
| Rev. W M. Barrows, pastor, is largely
Jthe result of the two weeks' union ser-
vices held  there secenty by Messrs.
. Moody and Sanker.  Most of the num-
!l)cr are adults, thirty of them heads of
i families.  T'wenty ive have been Mor-
j mons or are of Mormon parentage, and
some of the bust clements in this city of
those who have come vt from Mormon-
- ism, are among the number, Many more
[ additions are expected at the nest com-
" munion.

The Boston Cungre qationalist Says i—
“ We congrawulate our  churdies and
Sabbath Schools most warmly on  the
fact that Rev. A E. Dunning, of this
city, has aceepted the position of Sunday
Schouol Seeretary of the Congregational
Publishing Sodicty, having 1esigned his
pastorate at Boston Fhehlands last Sab-
bath.  We behieve that the night man for
the work has been tound. aithough we
cannot but commiserate s church upon
ns doss.  We look tfor a thoroughly ef-
ficient and fruntiul administration by him
of the duties of his pos.tion. The need
of such an official haslong been confessed.
We hope that Mr. Duniing will be given
the most carmest praycis, svinpathy and
co-operation of our pastors and superin-
tendents, and that ail will remember the
fact that his work is wholly new and
hitherto unattempted by us, and  will.
rhave to be devdoped by degtees. “Too
much in the hne of prompt and manifest
results must not be eapected at first.  In
the end we are sure that the value of
such an officer and the eminent fitness of
Mr. Dunning for the position will be
demonstrated fully. At present also he
is to have general charge of the work of
the Society, for which he is well adapted
by both tastes and experience.

S

Madagascar has 70,125 church-members,
necarly sevon-ninths as many as the Con-
gregational churches of  Massachusetts.
The London Missionary Socicty has thirty
agents there, but nearly all the pastors are-
natives.




