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f;îilture of te Commercial Batik wvas, likec others. the
restult of its isolation. 1-lad .Newfotindland joinied
Sotîfederation its finanicial ani genleral buisiles con

diti(Jln %ould ]lave becti far motre stable andî far
,tuere condu.Itcive to tlle advatîcelment of the peuple.
lltev% hav'e to thank this D)ominion for averting frott
thenti ail ovcr\nlelmlittg disaster bv dte Batik tif
Niontreal as its represcutative stcpping ini and stop-
ping a terrible panic. \Ve agaiti urge the Isiander,
tu throw iin thecir lut with Canada. Equitable ternis
cot1id readily be arratîged, and the union Nvould 1w
a source of mîutilai strengtit.

It gives ils qutite a shock to read of re-
IiiEtglih batîtîg being practiced iii c(..îttectiolt

Itbt va itil soutle of thte oli estabiisied lifej
assurance cottpanics in thte 01(1 land. Tltey have
suici a higli repuitation for cotiservatistui for er
thinig ind(eC(l whiclt is honorable in business ilicthod,
that it is ittcli to bc rcgrcttedl thtat titis evil practice
is flttding a fxthold therc. A Lonidon cotiteiiiiiorairN
lias soute sharp cotinents on titis tîcw deî>arture. It

EVervoite is acquainted uvith a certain ciass o!
shops wvici attract custonters by îîîakiîîg a sînali
p)rt:scnt to those patronlising tlietu. mliesc eîaldish-
utients arc not itotQd for the qualitv of the g0odsl ;old.
thte inferenice beitîg titat if the prcseîtts wvere itot
miade tbe î»îrclirsers %void bc feuv-. 1'iereh>re %% e
itist. flot expeCt. to httd establishmîtents coit<lncted onu

thcsc Untes in Bonîd Street or Rkegent Street. but rat iicr
in localities such as thte Newv Cut anîd otîter lteigli-
lourltoods of littie greater pretensiotis. It is scarce-
lv cotîccivabie tîtat certain assurantce cotttl>attie,% ()N% e
a large proportion o! tîteir business inow-a-dIa.vs lu a
species of titis ",gift*" systenti. Yet lte faci is inidu-
bitabie. To sote extetît titis conidition of tiigs is
dute cntircly to te actiont of the agett antd is nut
wilin te cognizance of the mantagemtent. lut otiter
cases, itowevcr, te officiais kîtow exactlv wiaî i..
going on, anîd give it tacit cotnsent. Nor is lthe cvil
conflncd ta the lesscr kutoiwn offices, but lias itvailei
thte ranks o! Iluose wvho, we' shoid bave iîtîagitted
%vouid htave been abime such practices."*

A spcciflc accotn is givett of a rebating inicident,
whiich oit being brouglit to thte kîtowledge o! lte mait-
ager lie replied: "It is, o! course, open o lte agent
ta mnake wltat arrantgement lite pîcases wiîh tue îo

>tured." Trhis is iot the attswer we* sliotild have c\-
pectcd front ait 01(1 estabiisie<l conîpany, one. \ne
aa sav, whiclî retired front Cattada sote %-car. ago.

Wec trxtst the practice will tiot be allouvcd to spreali
it lte oid country, as its inevitabie effect is to danta-ze
thte business of life aqsuratice by piacittg cattvasi ..
agents unider comipcîitive conditions. whiclt serionîsiv
hiantpcr titeir work, anid s0 mcince tliir legitiliitae
itîconie front conmtissions as ta inakc te cailing vcry
precarlouis.

CEB1STUAB.

Tl'le observanîce 1bv everv civilised nation Of the
bîrtltday o! a c:ilt ipl o ri«terl% t% o tIi îatdtIl vearS
.!go 1 .il au i beieVillage, %% ltl):e iliici I rbloîîgedl *a
the artisan ciass o! a despised race, conîtes aittto-t
Nwiii the sîdiere o! thte ittiracuilouts. Suehl a festival
as Aitristiais IDa% ks ce rtaitil: tiot a ttatuiral eu'eut ini
thte ordintarN setse. for it bial nuo larallel. 'l'lie I eus
mîto altrîltute divinte aniorit% lu Moses, the greatest
oif l~ngvr.and n liose prupiiets tlte\ regard as
linvittg becîit civiiiel: inplired. celelîratte to tItis day
t ertaiti Iistorical evets assocîated wvit lithe lives aîd
t(lie teachiiitgs of t hose illust riotis men. Tliir reli-

gioni ittdced, as is Crsaliy lat-gely based lîx)tt
hiistorie facts. A\s a1 peuple tie icvîttversally are de1»
1' aîtau'lted to the cttl' titu of ulotte.stic celebratioîts;
titeir i)irtli(iay festivals are tites oi initenise cvijoy

muent. But witit ail lthe reverence o! thte lsraelites
for tîteir divîtxelv ittspired lîroîdliets, they do0 îlot ob-
serve the irtidav o! auîv ouie to \Vit(se teachligs
litvy pav itottiage. lThe coîttrasl lIet\veti tItis. atmi
the uiniversai observatnce lir<uigliotit Clbristectidoiti of
thte birthidav o! the cliild h1eu.las a profouttd sigiti-
ficattce. It is the intitial sigil of Cliristianiity beitîg
fotîided on thte life of a himitait being iii wiiot cîwlt
Ille fullite.ss of ilte G odlbead. wVltose etîtratice ititotitis

%\ iritî, anud departure front it. were tmiracles iii the
decepest seîtse. Citristittas 1)ay celebrates tlt intitial
fact of a1 serles lupoît nîticît (irisîiaîîitv k based. lit
for tîtese !acts Ciiristiautit% woid lie a mutre barrent

svttto! etlt-cs, tîixed ni> wiîhi irrelevat i utaplty-
sc. lThe cîtarîti of tItis Festival ks lte sacred lialo

it spreads over faîtîily life uipoit nii civilisationt
-ests, uipon the pluritv o! niticli ail1 ttioraiity de 1 etds.
antd fronît wbîehîcl are (Irai nfl ailt forces tbat give
elevatio>t to liiunttanity antd stabîlit\ Io social order.
Chrisîiattitv alotte dcclar". tîtat its; affitreitts con-*
stitute a '*fiiîiiv%.' and lthe Chirstinns observanice ex-
Ilîbîts titis b1 t., associationts uvith lthe teid(eresçt of
ail relationts, the bontd created 1w a îtew borsu babe.
\\*crc thle spirit of, atnd the idea etîbudied iii the
t lîr;sttia.s celebration t l becoîtte uîîiivcrsaiiv clontitt-
ant. wueil itigli ail Ilte wuîrl&s*- uorst evils wvolld dis-

:îpafor c\c r% limitait action %voutld lie imspircd hy
thli life o! Il iti \vîtose advent called forthlithe straitn.
-Peace 'ut cartît. gocit w.vli to mlent. '

OTTAWA AND WASHIGTON IN THE BEALING
QUESTION.

A niost interesting correspon<leitcc lia% heen pub-
li.slted ulidier officiai sancdtioni bet\vcen the Rt. I lotie.
Sir \,iliredi L.aurier' and< the United States' NIittister
o! Fisîtcries. te Ilioîthle. 1. \V. 1Foster, iii referetîce
i te scalitng and otîter questions. Thle currei-

pi>dtentce arose of te cotiference hceld aI Vstigo
1,et\eent thte Premier and( Sir Louis l)avies, acting

fo'r C;uîada. 'Mr. Mains of thte BritishtEîhsv re-
preserntitig the hontte governtent. and Mr. Foster
who spoke for the' Wasingtont attorilies. The


