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Tsixz alleged cotiection betweeni life as-
~ ~ surance nd suicide, as cause and effect,

w ~as niade rccenitly Uic subjcct of ecu-
quiry by lhe Observer, wîtli the restit Oint a large
nuniber of EZuglishi coroniers affirizîed tîtat there is uno
sucli connection. bir. '1'homas, a Middlesex coroner,
%vrites on titis topic as follo-t',s: « At:uoigst the reasous
which have led to ane increase of suicides, 1 tlii ui, Uie
question of life assurance may bie exc1udeid. 1 niever
knew of sucli a case. or hiad reaiso- ta suspect it, and iio
evidence lias ever been giveil before tue tendiug to tient
supposition. 1 always enquire in sucli cases, as iii ail
cases, r.sto0the Jife jusurance, and wlieui it vsfftd.
He goes oie to state tient life assuranîce is istîafly teffec-
ted ivheii the iinstre<l is in a lîealtlîy state of mmiid and
body, as wveil as fairly prosperous. In itiot suicide cases
the policy luad beeti issued niany years before the fatality.
Hie regards the increase of suicides anotigst those
whose lives arc assured to be accoiiutted for by " the
Mact iLicreas! iiu lite assurance, especially ainxoigst the
middie and lower classes, se titat it is not surprisiug te
find that an increased iiuniber of suicides are insurcd iiu

rproportion to thei nmber soînie ears ago." 'Fuis author-
ity adds: I , do not thiik if the clause oftem inserted iii
policies. respectixîg thieir forfeiture if suicide takes place
iverc strictly enforced it wouild havia: uy detierreut
effect, or help to reduce the nuniber of Uao.se wvho com-
mit that aci." 't~he sad face: is that '<self slaughiter,
of itseif, iudicates very serious mental disturbauce.
îlie thouglit and decision, "I wili. till tity,,cif iin order
to benefit nîy wife or faniily," are tic, tirose of a healthy
mna.

FSnoIWf dïscusseds o eating have been inucli
It.ts SX dicse durîng the last ycar or so, and
Figuares. companies which liad given smafficieutly

bigle commissions te induce agents to be guilty of wla t
is nowv regarded as an offence are substituting, as aut

attractive feature, ', Econoiy" iii the place of " Big
Figtires." It is doubtfull wvhich wvil1 be founid the more
serviceable iu proctirinig business; but " lie wlio wins
the cye wis ill " is true iiu ilistrauce, and the public
iave beeli educateci te lool, for Uhe best coinpany
niuioigst those lhey regard as te iliost successful, and
thieir estiniate of succcss lias heeui " Big Figure-."'

rhàt te stanidard of ecolloiny is a good onle to raise,
tere cain be noe douht ; but that it %vîll nttract to it as

iinay followers as lias been possible tender tlie higli
commiussion, relbatitig, big-figure systein is not hikcly.
The resilt of Ihis change on the part of prosperous coin-
pales will be goocl, botit to tîteun and to the agents, as
%vell as to less clistitiguislîcd offices, for the first iianîed
having attaitied thef r positions of superiority are siow
free to practise wltat tliey have always preaclied, while
the agents. who iu the past banve doue thecir part ini cou-
tributing to this sinccess, will prohably find other good
Offices ambitions of secui ug large voluutes of tîew busi-
nless nt the old prices.

WVe are entcrinig oin thc last quarter of lthe year, andi
douhtless those couipanies whlo luakce econioiiy thec war
cry hiave sent out thleir circulars rousiung dieir agents
te put forth ail their streiugth to sectire as mnucli new
Ibusineiiss as list yenr, for~ il is tot possible for the inost
devçotti disciple of econoiny to couteniplate aiuy ieduc-
tion in ii volume of business %vithi gratification. Otîter

conpauies who pinti Ueir failli to big figures and
exteudeti operations, are also oie the alert, and wlien tie
returuis collie ilu next sprinig wve shall probably éliscover
whlicil featture proved the more attractive. If big fig.
lires auid big cotmmissions, tîxen the couuiparaes wvill find
that econotny tinust hegiui iii souie departunesit other
thiaît te agelîuc - for if Uic rebate gliost is onîy laid by
elle couupany. to re&appear as aue ally of a r, al, and
inadu more formidable frn a sense of supposed wroug,
theu lie inuhst lie counteti wviîh ; and unless there should
be a cotubiniatiol, of ail the leading conîpanies nlot to
pay liore thau a stipulated commissioni, rebate will r.zr-
tainlly lie practised as freely though net as openly as,
hitherto.

TEbreaking ont of war between
Tii CtI,,,'e ia antijapan wasexcpected togive

Slr. silvcr mnore value, as the demanti was,
estiniatet 1 b, very large for %xvur piirpoçes. The nego
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