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Turning Evil Into Good.

An artiolo appears in [hmahine's
Mayazine of this month with the
startling title * Blessings of tho A,
A" The writer has, howover, at-
tained tho proper atandpoint for vivw.
ing tho socialand politieal persecutions
through which the Catholic population
of these countrics has been pasuing
during tho past fow ycars, Weo must
not forget, in viowing this important
question, that tho Catholio Church is
the Church of Jesus Christ; and nll
the apparent ovils which befall her
aro allowed in tho infinito wisdom of
tho Divino INounder, and ** work for
some good by us not underatood.”
The roviowor tries to find the bless.
ings whioh lie conoealed 1n this por-
seoution. Ie conoludes that it will
result in bringing the Charch more
prominontly bofors tho eyes of nen
who otherwige would not thwh of
studying her doctrines; that it will
stir up the bost citizons to stand out in
hor defence, and will make Catholics
botter and moroe loyal membera of her
kouschold,

Such, indecd, hags been the case.
We havo scen intelligent Protestunts,
lay and clerical, of every denomina.
tion, defending tho froedom of Catho-
lio conscivnee, and paying the lughest
tribute to the work of the Church
before purely DProtestant audiences,
who bad perhaps never before heard
that Catholicity could have in it
anything of good. Lven the forged
oncyclicals and base lies circulated
broadcast through tho country hava
been productive of good; for, when
they were proven false, thinking non.
Catliolics began to doubt the old con-
coctions whick have been the astoclk in
trade of English P’rotestantism for tho
past 800 years.

Catholics, too, who had not made
an act of faith in yenrs bave been
brought hack to active intercat in the
Church through the agsaults of her
enewies. An Irishinan especially is
hard to drive, and many who might
have continued in neglect have beun
aroused by their generous natures to
tako their stand with tho old Church
in the moment of porsecution.

Viewing tho situation thus, wo find
that it is not without its consolations.
And surely theso consolations wero
intended by our Saviour when He al-
lowed the wolves to harrass His flock.
What, then, should Catholics do in
this crigis? In the olden days when
the chosen peoplo of God wero ecourged
by their enemies, they attributed it to
their own faults, and sought to remove
the afiliction by removing the cause
in their own lives. 8o gshould we, the
chosen of God in the now dispensation,
actowhen foolish men rave against the
the Church. We should disciplino
ourselves, and show in our lives *hat
wo are really children of God and
heirs of heavan. Let Catholics go to
Mass mors regularly and to the asloon
less often; let them show that their
religion is a religion of prayer and not
of musole, and the many noun-Cath-
olics who are now aroused to scruiin-
ize our mode of living will find there-
in the true spirit of the sons of Obrist.

We do not need to quarrel with our
neighbors. You cannot pound the
graco of God into a man. English-

men used to talk of ©* muscular Cheis.
tianity,” Thereo should not Lo, can-
uot be in fact, any such thwy usn
musonlar Catholicity, Vo have the
right of gelf-defence, but thoye ar- not
always tho best Catholies who are
ready to knock a man down for saying
a word againat tho Popie. Tho Chureh
18 tho mother of all, even of tanse who
do not acknowledpe her authority,
and she wishes to deaw ull mto ber
maternal lap.  All believers helong
to the **royal pricvthead  of Chinst
and a littlo reasomny, with a large
amount of prayer, will go further to-
wands eonverting the worid than mwn
army of * religious ™ pugglista,

Lot us, then, in this teymg time,
shiow the meck wpirit of Jesus Christ
in our actiong and conversation ; lot
us live &o that our lives may shine
bofore nll men § 1ot us purge vurselves
of all wvil, and seek by prayer and
peuance to appease the wrath of God
and convert the minds of men, ro-
membering that tho surest way to
turn ovil into good ix by returning
good for evil.
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Editorial Notes.

ov—————

Mr. Dalton MecCarthy will have to
organize a new party of one noxt
sossion, ITe should got threo or four
of the bLenches and cross them, By
gitting in the center he can bo all of
his parties hiraself.

A Protestant contcmporary remarks
that though Germany has been justly
known as the bulwark of Continental
Protestantism, at present the indioa-
tions are in favor of Rome. ‘I'he pro-
portion of DPcotestants to Catholics
was given as about 63 to 30 in the
censug of 1885, Wo must add with
regret that the 20,869,847 persona
who are givon aa Protestants should
be called non-Catholics, as very many
aro sceptics or utter athewsts, The
loss of all positive religion is a sad
spectacle to all of us, and the unbehef
of many wen, especially University
mon, in the homes of Luther and
Calvin, would make even those apostles
of discord ropent of having intraduced
their destructive doctriue,

Tho Americ.n Citizon Company of
DBoston, which makes a specialty of
anti-Catholic hterature, receutly re-
printed Mr. Gladstone's pamphlet on
¢ The Vatican Decrees.”” Mr, Glad-
stone wrote to tho Company, stating
that he does not wish it to bo circu-
lated, as bie ** retaios the right to ro
consider his views at any time.”
Gladstone’s pamphlet was published
in good faith at » tima of great excits-
ment regarding the definition of Infal-
libility, and no doubt the able replies
of Cardinals Newman and Manning,
with a better knowledge of Catholics
as citizens, have long since made him
regret its publication.

— ———

An unhappy illustration of the evils
of mixed marriages was afforded by a
police court incident this week. A
man who was arrested for attacking
his wife and her mother said in court
that their family jars were caused by
the fact that he is a Protestant and
she a Catholic, and thoy cannot agree.
This is unfortunately too often the
case. Husband and wifo must bavea
unity of fecling to go through life to-
gethor, and the Church shows her
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wisdom, cven from a merely human
standpoint, in discountonancing these
ill.starred marriages.

At tho Worlil's Falr Quebeo carried off
mare honours than Oatario for educational
oxhibita. ‘This goss to prove how inade
quately thi- provinoo was represented, or
how litt'a the rudgoc knowaboat the matter.

And thus clipping goos to prove how
shiamoleas tho Afuil can bo i avaiding
hand faots, and Low little of justico
displays in it artiolos.

The Rev. John Tallot Smith, author of
several popalar bo ke, and & valued contri-
butor to the American Catholic Quarterly,
the American Keelesinstical Rerview, the Ca-
tholic World aud other publications, iv now
engsged on the lifo uf Brother Azarias.
Father 8mith undertakes this important
work at the deeice of the Rev. J. ¥, Mul
Ianoy, of Syracuss, N.Y., brother of the
lamented doad., Tho Ptlof {v delighted that
tho work is to bo dona, aud by so cumpetent
haads. Father Smith was a near friend of
Brother Azarins, and has the sympsthy
alike with his roliglous and literary lifo,
which will eusblo him to present both faith-
fully to the general publle. Brother Azarias
is a unique figuro in liter ture, and the
intoreat in him {s by no moans confined to
Catholio cirolos. Tha life will be published
oarly next yoir. —lloston Pilot,

Fathor Smith is woll known to
many Catholics in this Province
through his long conucetion with St.
Michael's Collogo, whero he made his
studies, and through his litorary labora
as novelist and editor. We havo no
doubt that his lifo of the talented
Christian Brother will bo a succoss.
‘Tho works of bnth of these men should
find a placo in Catholic libraries all
through America.

An Anglican newapaper attempts to
show that the British peoplo are mero
moral than tho French by the superior
fecundity of tho former. Tho argument
is not necessarily a sound one. In
the first place tho figures aro oxagger-
ated. ‘The British aro placed at 100,-
000,000 and the I'rench at 40,000,000.
Tho French population of the world 18
at least 50,000,000, while wo are sure-
Iy not to count the Irish, Germans and
others who speak the English tongue
as Britishers. Moreover, the compar-
ing populations is unjust, since the
English psogle have sufiered fow losses
in war and have had three continents
in which to develop, while the French
for a bundred years have been in al-
most incessant war and turmoil, with
no outlet for surplus population. The
present alarming decrease of births in
France might Le justly set down to
the peculiar land laws and the draw-
ing off of young men to barracks at
the very period when the English
youth are considering marriage.

If the mora'ity of the races is to be
judged by this standard, take them
under similar conditions. The na
tural increase of the stragglng
French population which fringed the
St. Lawrence two hundred years ago,
i# described by anti-French journals
as *alarming.” The Fwmpire had
this week an interesting article on the
bouuties of land given by the Quebec
Government to families of 12 lawful
children. A glance ut the articlo will
give a proper 1dea of French morality,
and a comparison with the records of
births among the descendants of Eng
lishmen in New Lngland wili prova
more startiing than the exaggerated
figures offered by our American Church
Contemporary.

While we aro touching on the ques-
tion of national morality, it may be
instructive to some to read a fow

lines from an unpreyudieed wine.
ot the comparative momality of the
raced n the Rritish Isles:

Immorality in DaofTsh re (saya the ~..of.
tish Leador) {l one of the subj-cta dealt with
in tho report to the Assombly hy the t'am
musion on the Rdliglous Conditing of thn
Peoplo. The roppet says that for the pur
fou of tllustratiog the extent of jit-gitimary,

te. Cramond, at & neoting of tha tonnue
slon, puoluced a acale infuch aahowing the
comparative state of illegitimioy of the
throo kiogdome, Iceland was ceprescnted
by allao 1} inches lorg, Pagisnl by nuw 5
inches long, Seatland by ona 8 {n lies lung,
Raufshire by one 10 tne ics lung.

The figures given here are hardly
just to Ireland, which is weighed dowvn
by the immoral North. The ratio of
illegitimate births in Ireland rauges
from ¢ in 1,000 in some countics of
Counaught to 64 in tho most Protest
ant distriots of Ulster, and *he order
of tho provineces is the order of their
Catholicity — Connaught, Leinster,
with Ulster fur in the ignoble lead,

An agitation is beiny started by all
alasges in DParis to urge the return of
the Sisters to tho hospitals of that
city, Tho lired nurses who have
taken their place often neglect thoir
important dutiea most <hamefully ;
and a short time ago one, through
neglect, scalded an insans patiut to
deatls winle giving him a batu. The
putience and charity which are so ne-
cessary for those in care of the sick
and destitutoe cannot be expected from
nurses who perform their duties with
no higher motive than money. The
proper performnnce of such duties
requires a spirit of love and self sacri-
fice which not the love of money, not
even the love of mankind can give,
but which must be based on the love
of God.

It is sometimes charged agamst
Irish Americans that they seek and
get rore positions in cities than they
merit. Two Ropublican Protestant
Firo Commissicners in Boston writo
thus concerning such charges

 Wao tako tho men as they are sent to us
by the Civil Service Commissions, who send
them on thelr porcontages. Nearly four.
fifths, if not quito all, of tho men are so-
Eallcd Irish- Atwnericans,

L] *

*“Wo cannt make any discrimination.
Tho Givil Servico Commissicn is on record
as mayving, througn Mr. \Wilbar, that the
Cuvil Servios Law is hived up to better in
the Boston Fire Department than it is in
any othor city department. Mr. Wilbur is
the Republican member of the Commission,
and he has made that statemeat to the Fire
Commissioners ropeatedly, both verbally
and in writing,"

The Boston Prlot says on this point
of Civil Service Examinations: * Irish.
Americans have much to gain by
throwing the offices open to fair and

free competition. They have braing
to win and hold their share of the
prizes; and they prefer to win and
hold them on merit and not by favor.”

Part of a congregation of Yoles in
Cleveland, under their pastor, Father
Xolaszewski, broke away from obed:-
ence last month, and in consequence
we hear with a blaze of trampets the
announcement of an intended New
Catholic Church, which will modify
Chareh discipline without changing
the faith. Thero is not much danger
of such a achiem. If any man could
achiove such a thing in our times Dr.
Dollinger could have done it, and he
failed miserably, The Poles are as
good Catholies as tho Irish, but perse-
cution has made rome of them suspi-
cious of everybody not belonging to
their own nationality. The recalei-
trants will soon be as glad to crecp
back into the bosom of the old mother
as was Kolasinski and his peoplo in
Detroit.



