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MR, JOHN BARDY, M.P,

Siatemrent (o His Conalitucnls at Weslord,

*

Mr. John Barry roso to delivor lus
statement. and Lo was received with
loud and prolonged applautss. He
said—DBeforo procecding to deal with
tho specinl business swhich brings us
horo to-day, 1 would hiko to say a fow
words upon tho ovents, or at least
upon tho groat ovent, of the pass see-
sion, and after doaling &t somo length
with tho courss of ovonts duning tho
past session, paymg arked combh.
ment o botk Mr Boxton and Kr.
Arthur O'Connor, proceeded—DNow,
gentloman, having snid go much upon
tho great measuro of tho past sossion,

rhaps you will sllow wo to contra.

jot somo of tho statements that ap-
peared in tho press immediately aftor
wy resignation was announced. It 18
underatood that proceedings a¢ moet-
ings of tho party are to be regarded as
ttriotly privato and confidential, 1
did not meontion tho fact of my resig-
vation to anyome. After leaving the
Houso I went to Manchiester that
night. You may. therefore, 1magine
my surprise whben taking tho nows.
paper pext morning to find a long
account of the matter, and tho reason
given was that | resigned 83 a protost
agsinst granting £3.000 to tho evieted
tenanta.ont of the Parhamentary Fuud.
This statoment was absolutely false
(applause), and was caloulated to pre-
judice me in the eyes of the evicted
tenants and of the country. 1 havea
good idea who 1t was started tius
calumny. As a matter of fact, 1
strongly supported tho proposal to
grant 0id ™ the evicted tenents
(applause). 1 held as a mattor of
honour and pood faith we wera pledged
to stand by them to the end. It is
truo I hold a strong opinion on the
polioy whioh was pursued m certamn
paris of the country. notably at New
Tipperarv. a policy which drained our

arty resources and Ieft 80 many peoplo
sependnnt on the country. The un.
fortunsto people were not rosponsible,
they acted with heroism and devotion
(applause). I always feit acd feel as
strongly as over al this moment that
the party and the country are bound
to stand by them until a satisfactory
settlementissecured (applause). Then,
again, it was widely circulated 1n the

reas that I resigned because I took a
Siﬁ'erent viow from tho msjonty on
tho question of the Pana Funds.
Now, as a matter of fast, there was no
digsussion on that question until after
I bad left tbe room, so my opimion
was not expressed ono way or the
other. In this matter it 18 truo 1also
hold strong opinions on tho polioy of
secrecy end muddle conneoled with
this uoforturate business, but to say
that I resignod my seat 1n Partiament
for ths: and for that alone 18 sumply
untrue {applausc). as I wil havo
gorzething to say upon this question
later, I will not dwetl further upon it
now. I have bean antively connected
with Irish politics for 81 years. Dur-
ing that pericd the National cause
passed through trying and dangerous
times. Innumecrable personel contre-
vorsies were fought out. During all
that time I started no controversy. 1
made 1o parsonal attack on the plat-
form or in the proas (hear, hear). If
differences arose with my colleagues I
held my peace. I can point with &
foeling of pardonable pride to that
long record in which I never allowed
any personal conmderstion to embar-
rass or endanger the National cauge
(applause). With this record bohind
we you will readily undersiand that 1
did not lightly and without pan take
the course which { have taken 1n ro-
signing my seat. After the bitter
expenence we had in Ireland of the
ovﬁa and dangers which flow {rom

lacing ubhmted suthonty in the
gands of ono man wn should never
allow » similsr state of things to ariss,
and it is becauso | have witnessed tho
steady growth of that spirit of whas I

will eall, for the want of a botler
word, " Bossiam," that T am horo
today to mako tho strongost protest
in my powsr against it (apglause).
To make tlo situation quite olear to
| you and to vao to you that I

avo not acled hastily nor without
sufficiont reason, it Is nocossary to-
rocall cortain ovents. You will re.
membaor whon tho Parnell orisis came
| upon tho country in Novembor, 1830
in what & foarful position the Nationci
asuze was placed.  Amongst our other
difiloultics we woro withou! a paper in
Dublin to veico tho opinica of the
country.” Tho Freeman hed joined
the factionists, and poured forth: ita
siroams of deadly vonom eovery day,
aud Uxited treland was foreibly seizod
by Mr. Parnell. Prompt sotion was
nocessary , tho painful preceedings at
Committea Room 16 camo to an end
on a Satarday night. Mr. Barry pro
coedod to deacribo tha proocedings
connccted with tho starting of tho
National Press and Mr. O'Brion's
I uncxpected rofesal o act on the Board

of that paper, or to assist in its foun
dation, pointing out how likely this
rofusal (scomed at the time to bring
about the wrecking of tho &mjeot.
| Ho wont on -Wo intimatod tho fact

of his refusal to tho puoplo who had
| subscribed, and, to thair otornal hon-

our, be it said, that only two personn
who subsaribed to the extent of £6J0
withdrew their namos in ocunsequence
of Mr. OBrion's rofusal (cheors).
| Then followed the absurd Boulogno
: nogotiations which 80 sorely (ried the
patiencs of the cvantry. The party
efter o long and agonising diseussion
had doposed M:. Parnell in tho most
solemn manner, bat that, forsooth,
was not exough for Mr, O'Brien. Ho
| ignored the decision of the party and

-

Freeman from fhe just indigualion of
the pooplo. ¥ou romomber Mr. Dil.
lon's attowpt to earry out that polivy
at tho convention here in Woxford ~
(A Volco—Quito well) ~and you ro
membor bow it falled, Thoy threat.
onod to resigu tholr sats if rerolutions
in favoar of the National Press wero
carried at conventions. This and o
great doal more of the samo kind
took place, but for tho make of
peaco all this waa tolerated in silance.
Tho Freeman, utterly beaton, uttorly
s:mashiod and pulverised by the vigor
ous and well-maintained attacks of
the Natlonal Press and by thoe steady
patriotism of the people, then sued for
, and tho National I'ress conld
ave arranged ita own torms with tho
[reeman but for the ill omenod intor-
foronce of Mr. Dillon. Again, for the
saks of peaco silenco was malniained,
and for the ssko of anity Mz, Dillon,
although ho hed not a singlo gharg in
oither paper, was iavited to {oin the
board. But this did not satisfly Mr
Dillon. Ho iusisted that Mz, O'Brios,
who did not own a penny in the
papors, should alsu be a dirosior. At
that momont we—--that is, tho directors
of tho National Dress—wore ongaged
in diffoult and elicato financial nego
tiations with tho reprasantatives of the
Qray family on the Fresnan. Thne
othars and myse!f Lad guaranteed the
yment of £80,000 within a coztain
imited timo, It was al that oritical
hour that Me. Dillon ineisted upon
introducing for the first time the quos-
tion of the Freeman directorate into
tho Parliamentary party. I regarded
this as & grievous error of judgunent,
and protested against it on Sho gronnd

Freeman business, but this I will ey,
hio forcod that wratehed quarrel to the
front in a reckleas spirit, and utlerly
regardless of the consequencea to the
country, just on tho threshold of &
cneral olection. You all remombor
tho heartbroaking display &t tho share
boldors’ mootings at the Imperiul
Hotol.  All this action was prompted
by tho spirit of bossism; but once
moro, for tho sake of peaco, hio was
allowod to bave his own way. I have
said wo woro 8 really united and ad-
vancing party until theso gontlemen
appoarod on the gcone.  Allow me to

va you somo proof of this asascrtion.
Thoy at once commenced & movemont
to oust Mr. Justin MoCarthy from tho
chair. At tho first mocting of the
g}my in 1802 Mc. Bexton nominated

r. M'Oartby. Mr, O'Brien vromin-
atod Mt. Dillon in opposition. Thoy
were appoaled not to pross tho matter
to a division-—the dangor of starting o
lino of cloavage in the parly was
strongly urgod—but in_vain, they
insisted upon goin{; to a division, aud
Me. Dillon got only D votes, and ono
of theso was rocorded by o mistako by
& very good friend of ours, who aftor
wards said ho gavo his volo in error,
go that practically ho had only eight
votee. With the oxcoption of the
Parnell incident .n Room 15, this was
the first division on a personal issue
over forced on the party. From that
timo tho intrigue has gono on—lobby
ing, button-holeing, private conclaves
of ali kinds, a kind of scoret society
within, & pariy all of which I bave
observed for a long time with feclings
of growing disgust. I am firmly con
virced that the end and nbject of all

that it woald lead to disscusions. I | ¢'.sis to act pa kind of Brummagem

inted out that this was a question cf
uginess, that this was a question to

Zarnellism, but with twin bosses in
stead of one. ThLo procecdings at tue

 must negotiate torms with Mr, Parnoll | be settled by the shareholders, and ; redent election i Mayo should have

i himsslf. T don't remembe: esactly
| the termns which Mr. O'Brien was
i gmpmi to accept from Mr. Parnell,
, but in & letter nhich appeared on
Baturday last from Fatber Humphreys
be states- and I think he is corseot—
| shat the first condition was that the

Irish Bishops should make an apolngy
to Mr. Parnell for heviag issued their
letter (langhter), and for having dealt
80 hardly with him. The socond pro-
posal was that Mr. Justin MeOacthy
ahould bo at onco put asido end some-
body elso elect.d in his plass ; and the
third proposal was that Mr. Gladstone
chould withdraw kis lotter in the most
unqualified maoner. 8o far as my
recollection serves mo theso were the
conditions which Father Humphreys
states 80 positively and so definitely in
his letter last Saturday. I want to
ask you as reasonablo men, what was
to be thought of the judgment of the
men who would consider for a moment
such conditions as theso? These
negotiations lasted a long time, and
the ocouniry was left in o very dis-
tracted condition. It was thrown
back into donbt and confasion. The
negotistions failed, as every sansiblo
man knaw they would fail, and then
Mr. O'Brien and Mr. Dillon went into
Galway jail. At that time the party
was splendidly umtted, working to-
gether like cne man, I challenge
anyone to say there wes the slightest
friction oz differenco in our ranks. Ita
vnity was maintained in the most
perfect manner until Me. O’Brien and

r. Dillon camo out of jail. Then, I
regret to say, in a short time all was

Party strong and united. Carlow and
8ligo bad endorsed the verdiat of Kil-
kenny -(hear, hear), The Nadonal
Press, conducted with courage and
j 8bility, bad brooght the Freeaman to
its knees (cheers). All danger was
passed and the connugy was saved
(cheers)s From tho first moment
theso gentlemen came amongst s
thoy looked iwith ill-concosled displea.
snra upon all that bad been done in

fion of veilod-hostilisy to the National
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changed. They found the National

their sbsenca, Thoy took up a posi..
.country.

Press.  Thoy endeavored to shiold the.

that men who had no financial {n‘erest
n the concorn had nothing to do with

opened the eyes of the country to the
dangers of the boss system. In Mr

it (bear, hear)., And apart frowa that, | Parnell's time wo had at_least to deal
[ argued that it was anwise to got up ; with a man of cool judgment, but

as a permasent

institution in the ; Meusers. O'Brien and Dillon, although

country a popular organ of opinion, , possossing many cxcellent personal
controlled and dicected by politicians | qaalities, are, in .y opinion, vory

and members of Parliamont (hesr,
hear). I pointed out that we—.the
National Press directors—that overy
wan of us was willing to retive. I
was only too glad, speaking for mysslf,
to retire, and I objeot now to tho pre-
gense of politicians upon the board of
a great natioral paper, for this reason,
that one side or the other, if thero is
division in the board, will have tho
opportunity of preventing tho expres.
sion of frea opinion in its columns,
and 8o freedom of speech in the coun-
tey i3 practicatly throttled while you
allow an institution of that kind to ro-
main. My strongeat reason above all
other reaso.s for protesting was, that
if the guestion wns introduced into our
Fany 1t wonld undoubtedly create a
ine of cleavage and laad possibly to
permancnt division and disssnsions in
the party. Bowever, Mr. Dillon in.
sisted, and a meeting of the party was
called to consider the question. TCa.

fortunatoly an accident detained Alr.
villon in Dublin, and he was anable

to bo present at the mcoting in Loa-
don. But after a discussion lasting
over ten hours it was unanimausly
sgreed by the purty that pothing
further should ba dono in the Freeman
matter until the importaat finaneial
arrargemonts then in progress, and
which I referred to just now, wero
guccessfully carried through. In
defiance of this unanimons agreement

of the party, Mr. Dillon on the follow

ing day rushed a long letter into the
Freeman throwing the wholo subjent
into the vortex of public dissussion.
again, for the sake of psace we wero.
silent, I cm not euro that wo were
wise in being silent when Mr. 1 illon
committed the glanng act of undis-

cipline, of defyiug the sagreoment of
the party, rushing into the paper, and
throwing tae waolo subject before the
1 will not follow Mr. Dillon
in all his doplorable action in the

deficlent in judgmeunt and sommon
sense. After the displays they have
made, the burdens that some of their
unwiso aots liave placed upon the
country—New Tipperary, for instance,
coat £70,000—the bumptious Bou-
legue nogotiations, their reckless grasp
ing after power on the Freemanand in
tho party. thoy would, I firmly believe,
in any country but gencrous Ircland
be laughed out of serious and practical
polizics. I made some reference jush
now to tho question of the Paris
Funds. My knowludgo on this sub-
joot dates very far back. In 1881,
when thiera was apprehension thiat the
National fonds might bo seizad in Tre
land or England, Mr. Parnell en'ruat-
ed to me the forwurding of tb firat
amount—£20,000, I belicve i\ was-—
to Paris. Againin 1800, ic.nediately
aftor the Parnellito -plit—in fact, the
day after the proceedings in Room 15
terrainated, at my urgent appeal to
Mr. Arthur O'Connor and Mr. J. F.
X. O'Brien were despatched to Paris
that day (Sunday) to prevent the with
¢rawal of all or any portion of the
fand by Mr. Parncll. I provided £100
from my own pooket to meet any
preliminery expenses, Thoy wero at
the bank when the doors opened on
Monday morning, snd were just in
time, boczuso a demand had arrived
that morning from Ar. Parnell with-
drawing & large sum for his campaign.
After much careful deliberations and
many consultations witk eminent
French lawyers, procoedings woro tak-
en to resover the money, which the
bankers declared thoy covld not part
with without a legal decivion. The
Frenoh Iawyers furiher advised that
a denision in the Fnglish conrts de
claring Mr. Justin M'Carthy ns the
surviving trustco entitled to tho money
would be invalasblo, but s difficulty
arose aboub sucing the Paris banker.in

4ho English courts. 1t was at that
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