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Urox Colonial affairs we can ot present bestow but easual and brief re-
mark.  We trust however, that in our future nuwbers, this depastment
will be ably and faithiully filled. '

The Legislature of the Province, aftera session of about two months,
was prorogued by the Fixecutive on the 13th of January. During the period
of its sitting, the attention of both Branches, was directed to the eonsidera-
tion of subjeats of public interest and imperstance. 'Fhe votes of last year
for the Road Service, which were not incosporated into a law, owing to
the unfortunate dispute between His Majesty’s Council and the late House,
were readily agreed to; and a Bill of Supply was passed, and yeccived the
assent of the Iixecutive some time previous to the adjousmment.  Various
Resolutions, having for their object, the gencral improvement of the Pro-
vince, were subsequently passed ; and had the revenue beenin a more
flourishing state, numerous other subjects of importance, would doubtless
have been amply and readily provided for.

‘The crops of the last year were unusually preduetive ; vast quantities of
provisions have been brought to market during the winter. and continue
daily to arrive ; for which fair prices have been obtained.  We observe, a-
mong the various kinds of produce brought in, that there is a Jarge and en-
creasing supply of Oatineal ; and that the demand for this description of food
is rapidly encreasing. ‘That article is at once nutritative, palatable and
cheap ; and while it can be raised and manufactured by our farmers with
certainty and profit, would if once in general use, go far towards rendering
the people of this Province, free from that dependence upon their neigh-
bours, which- makes them the sport and victims of speculation, or seareity in
other countries. - :

While upen this subject, we cannot refrain frem alluding to the improve.
ment, which hias taken place in many parts of the Provinee, as respects the
use of ardent spirits. 'T'emperance Socicties have in several instances heew
formed, and the most beneficial effects have resulted from their establish-
ment.  We shall not here enter intoany disquisition, as to the merits or de-
merits of such institutions ; the object of their founders is benevolent and
patriotic ; and if the intemperate can be thus reclaimed, and general absti-
nence from the immoderate use of spirits inculcated by sueh means, they
aze deserving of every encouragement. It is however worthy of considera-
tion, whether the more influential members of those bodies, shculd not ex-
ert themselves to introduce a substitute of a wholesome deseription.—
Beer is decidedly the best—it is most }.nglishinan-like ; but as it is at pre-
sent sold, malt-liquor can only be drank by persons whe are in good circume-
stances.

Late in the autumn intelligence was received, of the determination of His
Majesty’s government to open the ports of the West Indies, to the vessels of
the United States, ‘Fhere has not since been sufficient time, to afford data
for judging of the effects of this measure ; while the principle upon which it
was founded, and the restrictions by whith that trade is to be controlled and
regulated, are yet unknown. Butif we are to judge of the effect it will
have on the West India markets, by that which has been axperienced here,
it would seem that the prices of the nceessaries of life, must in general be
much advanced. ¥nulish vessels will not be sent to the Islands with provi-
sions, unless protected by exarbitant duties ; and the Awmericans will not
proceed thither, until searcity shall bave eysuted thes v certain, and we may
add, unrcazonable profits,



