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To the Public.

OLICITOUS ior the spread of useful knowledge the editor has, forsome
time, cmployed hit moments of refle®ion, in concerting the plan. ofa new
periodical work, the first numbey of which, asa specimes,-henow offersto
the public. To distinguished refinement in sentiment or composition, to new
discoveries or extraordipary improvements,~-he does not pretend.  In justice
to himself, however, he is” consgrained to £ay, his publication will furpisha
mare comprehensive view of history, of science, andp of religion, than any one
book, with which he is acquainted. Hehad, in early 1ifé, a regular academi-
cal education, and has published several pieces, which have had a favourabie
seception. from the public, He writes, especially, for the instruction and im-
provement of that sumerous class of readers, whese sitnatiof does not permit
them cither to expend much money in pusrchasing, or to employ much time in
reilling a variety of hooks. His ultimate aimis to elucidate and «defend the
zreat doctsines and duties of revealed religion. His principles, political dr
religious, he is not ¢ither afraid or ashamed wo.avow or defend. His religions
sentiments will be found conformable to the confession and catechisms of the
church of Scotland, the do@rinal atticles of the church of England, and thg
creeds of tht other teformed churches, In attachment to. the Britifh con-
stitution, and that hest of sovereigns, in whose dominions ire had the happiness
to be born, and hopes todie, hedoes not yi€ld to apy of bis fellow-subjecs. He
has ample recomniendationsin his power; but is determinead to leave his work
to speak for itsell. 1t consists mostly of his own compilations ; and he solisits no
higher dezree of patronage than, upon a candid perusal, itfhall be found t®
‘it



