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Church, iPictou, on 'tho last Tuesday
of June, 1882, ab 7.30 P. M., ol
wvhielh public intimnation Nas giveri
and this Ses.sion w'as- closed"with
pr-tise and the benedictiort.

R. MCCtTN;N,
Synod (Jlerk.

COPY LETTEt.

REV. R. CUNCONVENER It OMEr
MISSION BOARD TO lùw.. Dit. RY
CONVENER. GENERAL A5SiEM»1BLY .
COLONIAL CoM mEF..

The Manse, River Johnî,
1OUi March, 1881.

REY. AND DEAIZ SI t :-I arn instruicted
by the Home Mission Board o? the
Synod of the Maritimec Provinces in con-
nection with the Church of Scotlaud to
write te you as Convenur of the General
Assembly's Colonial Committee, to de-
sire you to have the goodness to place
before the Committe . the statement, I
amn now to make,

1 eau state, in a very few sentences
the substance of what 1 have to say.

The committee is probably aware, in
seme measure, -of the enibarrassed posi.-
tion in which we have been placed on
aecount of the reduction last year of
their grant in ai ot stipends. We are
Weil assured that the reduction was
made, flot willingly, but of necesbity,

Our chief cause of concern is, lest, in
the present siate of your funds, any
further reduction should be necessitated.
We have reasonable ground-, however,
for !ixpecting that the saine gyr:nt be
voted this year as ]ast, and accordingly
that is the request that I amn atitherized
very earnestly to place before you, and
I arnashked very urgently to plead that
il at ail possible it nia be granted.

Last year's reduction caused a con-
sidera3le reduction of the stipends or
our four supaleneented ministers, and
any further curtail ment would probably
lead te the withdrawal of most of them
xrom our field. One writes a few days
agQ :"lvery much fear I shall be cbliged
to demit rny charge on the ground of
inadequate support-"

It seems a pity that an3'thing should
-occur to hamper us, or hinder our pro.-
gregs, especlally at thu pre:.ent tine,
when we have attainedl the very best
position we have ever reaclied ia Pictou
Couuty. We have now eleven stled
ministers, while the single vacant charge,
W. B., E. River, has called tho Rer.
P. Melville, M. A., on wlio.-4o.ettle:nent
we shall bave reacheil for the first time
lu our history the happy condition of
haVing twelve settie d ministers, aud
net aj ingle vacant charge. AIl1 that is
wauted te ensure the continu-ince

*this state cf things , is the conirittee's
,grant for another year or twe, wvhen our
OWfl supplementingr f un( will be opera-
tion.

Whou itu is remernbered that there is
-net anether iocality in any coieny et the
Empire wvîth su compact an ecclesiastical.

oanztioc in connection, with the
=hrc of Scotland, we ledl assured

that the Committee wiU, if ut al! within
their power grant a request so excep-
tional in its urgency.

I enclose a concise staternent, reprint,-
ed trem the RECORD, from the pen cf
the Rev. R. Burnet of Pictou, describ-
ing the progress made, during twenty
y-eurs, by eue cf the feur supplemented
charges. Unquestionably to the fistering
care et your cominittee this congregation
ewes its very existence, and it is hoped
thagt another year or tvo would place fit
beyond the neepssity et heip.

Every eue acqu:iinted with our agri-
cultural districts la Nova Scov.a knows
that our people. theugli stauuach aud
steadfast adhierents et the Cliurch et
Scotland, are slow te move lu inatters
financial. and we have to be content with
very moderate improvenient in this
direction.

The four charges requiring aid are
situsted in -rural districts, wiL1x the ex-
,ception of~ part of Rev. Mr. McKichans'
whichi now embraces the Vale Colliery,
aud in conseqtience et this extension the
cougregation may soon beconie soit*
suistaînin gcz.

The Board will consider it a very
grent faVor il yeu chu possibly let' us
have a reply te this our application, say
by the end cf April, our semi-annual


