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for Loping that gond sense snd Chris-
tian feeling wiIl reunite them aftec that
rock of ofTence is once rernoved out of
the way ? In respect of spiital ande-
pendence alone, it is not unnatural that
many wbo nîght neyer but for patron-
age bave raised it or been troubled by
it, rnay now sce in it a very gfreat ob-
stacle to an imrnediatc reunion. But
their vision will r.aturally clear as the
question ceases to Le practical, and af-
ter tbey see that there is no outward
distinction bctwcen Cbnrchman and
Free Cburthrnan. If there be any party
ini the outside Churclies %t present eager
to corne back, and anxious to maie
ternis, tbey rnay have vessons for oL-
jecting to, the settlernent of the pa-
trosiage question tili these teris are
conceded, because tbis is thet, ure for
inegotiation, and tbe prornoters of the
bill will be readier to maie concessions
to bny support now than ever they may
be found ain. But thLe argument Las
flot much value when it cornes fromn
thome wbo do not want to unite with
the Eçtablishment on amy ternis. If Lie
thought it worth while, Dr. Begg rnight
fairly ask that some stipulation might
unow be made tbat Lis frienda' road back
into the Church of their fathers rnight
uow be mnade srnootb anâd easy. Mdr.
Ilutton, of Paisley, is searcely eutitled
to oppose the bill becanse it dom not
bold ont the hand of wclcome to anti-
State Cburch Preshyterians.

There is, in fact, one question on
which there cau only be two seets, tbe

r uestion of the lawfulmu of a State
hureL. TLe bill cannei Le bluined for

holding ont no finger of reconciliation
ta those wbo utterly oppose and detest
ai national establishâment of religion.
On the other Land, those Who do 30 May
fair1yý argue that they are bound to op-
pose it as a formidable etrategie move-
ment, because it may take tLe national
religion partv in the Free Chureli back
o, te Etab1ishmnent, and so strengthen

ber materially and Ilufl>riC*JIy. EÈen
they can only oppose it as a st .~C
movernent, for they are at one with its
frainers about tLe proyer pesons to whom
the election of the mi nister is to be trust-
et!. The Free ChureL cala scarcely say
a woril ajgainst a mnasure wbieh estab-
lishes more than the veto for wbich tbey
contended. They may cblaimfor sueh of

their ministers snd members as are readv
to, receive tbem the~ right of inurnediate
admission to, the privilcn'es of the re-
newed Establshment. Y? tbey should,
or if any number of them; sbould, it
would be difficuit to bar sncb a dlaim.
Coniing Lard on the utter and coui-
plete wreck of ail the Union negotia-
tions of the Dissenting Chiur<,Les, the
Patronage Bill may thus spiut sanie of
thetn to piece and reunite porions of
tben to tLe National Cburch. If il
shoult! do so-if it should or if it could

again make the Church of Scotland tLe
Chnrch of the rnajoriy-it would give
Establishmnts a ucw lease of life in this
country. If it cannot do as rnuch as
that, even should the Bill succeed, il;
woulM reduce tLe Established Cburch
to tLe level of a sect, and it wonld make
its future disestablishment easier instead
of Larder.

Meeiting of the Kirk Synod inm

AIl oni' correspor dents "pal in glow-
ing terni of the~ raeeting of Synod ink
Ottawa as one of the miSt blessedl ever
Leld. The Union1 question was the great
one, and it was advanced to sncb a stage
that the end eau now Le accu to be close
at band. The returns froni thLe congre-
gations astonished cvery one. Ouly ten
ont of one hundret! and iwenty-seveui
congregations voted ibay. Greater nani-
mity can ual be expectet! as long as miea
are free to say yea or nay. The major-
ity will of course yie)d, or what was the
use of(submutting the question tx a vote ?

'The speeches were worthy of the grand
occasion. Rev. MLr. McDonnell pointed
ont ihat every gray-Laired uninîster as
well as eIder were on the aide of Union,
and that the yon< men of the Cburch
mi&Li be prond to Lueei at the knees of
suchi men, sud with ihern rejoiee in the
proposed re-union. This àa iudeed a
moast notewortby fact -thbat the very
men Who bear tze scars of the old con-
fics yearn for peace. XI says mnch for
theai. TUe venerable Dr. Ccuk thanke!
God that he Lad lived loua enongh to sS
sncb a prospect. Dr. Muir, Dr.-Jenkina',


