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are mown dewn boforo even a mlld ferin of
epidomie. I3efore this Influenza and the
moasios came. thoro wvas muoli sickness andl
nîany doaths, but since thoir coing many
strong moni and womoiî auid Young people
have been out ofT.

The measies wore carrled te Tanna and
Erromanga by tie "Sydney B3elle," a
Queensland labour vessel. No matter wliat
care may bc taken at the Queensland end
ta soc that ne one lilce!y sufforing frem sucli
epidemies la aliowed te leave any port fer
the Islands, it wiil bo vain te hope fer froc-
doni from the consoquetîces that must foi-
10w, se long as tiiero la ne govornment at
this end te miake and enforce rogulatiens,
te provent the Introduction of diseases, vihen
'vObses, whorovor from, or liewever emi-
pioyod, arrive lu the group. 1 need flot
j oint eut te roaders liow aisurd it weuld
lie te allew any ship arriving, say f rom Lon-
don or New York, te ge right Up te a dockc
at Halifax before she had been passed by
the iîoalth officer of the latter port, ne mat-
ter lîow good the bill of lioalth given at
London or Newv York may bave been at the
tie of departure of the vessel.

The Labor Traffie.
Thc laber tratlc can nover bo and nover

lias been "reguiated," ami our ene boe flow
is, in Its utter suppression, wlion cenfedera-
tion, of ail the Australian colonies becomes
a fact, as liappiiy it is ln Canada. But
thauk God Canada lias nover liad the dis-
graco of a se-called "labour" trallic, as un-
fortunateiy Queensland bias lad fer years.
1-iad Queensland, ef lier ewn accord. given
i(p forever thîs Infamous traffie it weuld ai-
ways continue te ho a great hionour te lier,
an&d wvould have, Ini some consldorable meas-
tire, wiped out lier stain; but if she is only
comipeiled te it by a cenfederation thiero wviii
1)0 small thanlis te lier. She lad the chance
a fewv years ago, but she lest it wvhen she re-
iiewod the traffie. Lt do moet oarnestly pray
lor confederatien for this reason aîîd for thue
f:reater reasen, nameiy, the progress and site-
<cbs and inerease of Australia herseif.

Personaliy, te ourselves as a famiiy, those
iii the labeur vessels are most kind and
obliging, and are eften mon of education
.tnd refinement, but the wliole traflle is de-
s;tructive te our werk at ail times and la the
iiîost petent factor in the extermination of
tlie natives, an extermination new rapid.

While writing about this labeur trafiec, a
stibjeet and actuai tact aiways painful te
mge, I must mention that a large number
oif our Young men and boys under special
iraining at our principal station, as well as
mbany of those under the care ef tho teadli-
ers at the outstatiens, lef t for Queensland
during the yoar, but more especiaiiy dur-
ig tlie menthe of midwinter, when the traf-

fie was represented by a number o! vessels
inl the Islands. This «was a sore blew te
mci in my werk among tlemselvee fer their
future education and good, and meet dis-
couraging te my daugîters, who lad been
sliending se muel timo in teaching them.

Wlîele sehools ef promislng yeutis, woe
thinned eut: If the Indolent and thoseo f
bau enuracter aud b)au iniiuetinc eniy bad
guno, we would let thom go, wltlî ail our
heuart, but thoy unfortunatoly sjon. te have
a streng Influence over tne geod youths and
boys and are vigoreus ln uslng thnt inilu-
once, as bad pcoîno (Io îlot lîlce te be alone
ln anything adverse to prosperity and the
liguier good ef thc greater number.

Doath of Yomet.
And now before i change te tacts and

lopos that are cheering and bright lot -nie
tell you e! one evont that toeki place ini
Septomber last, enly ton days atter wc loft
our station te corne bore to Sydney. But
that ovent, though et deop sorrew te my
fainlly and nîysoif, lias a vory briglit sîde,
yos stretching away back for torty-twe years
and Inseparabie frem the history ef the Er-
romangan mi2-lon. WVo hard by lottors
f rom the toachers, as well as frein the mis-
sionaries whio came t.o Sydney by thiU steamer
ln November hast, that Yoemot, our fli-st el-
der and thc ablest and braveet friend the
mission at Erromanga ever las lad, died on
Sept. 20t1. TIeugh grleved te learn that ho
lad diod, we were net mudli surprisod, fer lie
lad been !aillng ln lealth for a number of
years, and under God lis lite was. I believo,
prolonged by our attention te hlm, and bY
nourishing food and by rolievlng hlm of ait
wor]c which might expose hlm te wet or
celd, by soa or by !and. Though net retirod
wo allowed hlm te be very muel lis own
miaster and enly te teacli, proadli and vîsit
as hoe felt lncllned and able te do, but I paid
hlm lits full saiary up te the iast, and wel
1 miglit, for lie liad been e! Immense service
te the Erromangan mission.

I weuid like te tell the Committeo more
about our departed friend Yomet and what
a hlip and protection hoe over was te us in
tHe Pariher vears ot our labours and dangers.
but 1 must net make my report mudli longer.
However, I Intend te write a short sketch
about tlis once strong and even «"iron man,"
and I f001 I weuid bo wantlng in my duty
te our churci, reprosentod in Erremanga for
neariy forty-tlre yoars, if I !ailed te o 10se.

Owing to age and failing lealtI and the
peculiarities which 1 fear ail ef us take on
as we grow eider, for fow of us "'grow old
gracefully," Yomot was net se hoîpful te
the werk ln latter years as lie weuild other-
wise have been, and lis strong force o!
eharacter, and lis acknowledged power as
a leader among lis ceuntrymen, made it
lard for hlm te adept mild mensures seme-
t;-aos, whicl I have always feund net enly
tho most eniigltened, but which, succeed
best and prove o! the mest permanent geod
te the natives themselves, for if the bw lie
bouit overmuel it is almeet sure te break.
But Yomot tîrouglout ail lis ferty edd
years as a flrm friend e! the mission hiîd
a dlean record, and a etainlese life.

A few days a!tor Yomot dled, Mole, an-
other teacler and eider, died.
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