
1-36

PRESIDENTS INAUGURAL ADR)ESS-1f;90.

LADIES ANI) GENTLEMENi,-]n Opening the lecture couirse of the
Ot.titwa Fiel d-Naturalists' Club for the present season, I fe-l that there
are several thinga wvhich eail for a word of general remark bef'ore
we enter upon the discussion of the several scientifle subjeeLs which,
as you will see by refer--nce to yotir programmes, the Sciree Com-
xnittee havé- so liheraily provided for our entertaininerit. And, first of
aly 1 thiink this society lias great cause for rejoicing,, in the fact that
wve hiave had piaced ut our disposai, through the kindness of the
authorities in charge of the Normal Sehool building, and mnore particui-
iarly through the courtesy of Dr. MacCahe, the Principal, the large
and comnutdiou-, îoorns of this institution in which to hold our lecture
courses; a cag, I arn sure, that ail will appreciate, flot only those
Whose Diace it is to speak tia you but those who may listen ; foi- there is
no denving the faet that muchi of tle pleasure and profit cieriv'able froin
any lecture course is dependent upon. comfortalile and attractive sutr-
roundings. On behaif of the Club, therefore, I weould desire to tender
otur thanks, through Dr. MNacCabe, for the prsivil-ees wvhich bhave been
hereby conferred upon our society, more especially* since, through this
courtesy on their part, we are enahled to extend very considerally the
aims of this club, in that wve are now iu a position to tender a cordial
invitation to the large clamsps of students wlio attend the Normai
School to be present at ail our lectures and soirees, a thing impractica-
hie hieretofore owving to the limited lecture room at oi' disposal. In
this way, I say, the original purpose of the chlb's work, viz., thiat of
Education, wvill be very greatly facilitated.

I must> iu the second place, congratullate the club as a whoie on
its rapidly increasing mernbership, which now reaches nearly 300

personq, as wvell as upjon the fact tltat malay of oni' newv members are
persons of' influence at point.% remote fromi Ottawa, and. ainong wvlin
are represented the severai p)rovinlces froni the Atlantic to the Pacifie;
a feature wvhichi, I tzike it, is iargely due to, the change in the policv

ol' he cub to vers no, wlvhe the scope of' its wvork and ti-ansacin

was extendel. lii titis extended iuieml)ershij) I see a verv great
element of strength, so much) so that I fel if %ve can keep up) the


