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‘two -persons, scems to have been
seized wpon by the Governor as a
pretext for outrageous severity, and
about two thousand lives were re-
ported to have been taken in a few
days in punishment for the riot. A
cogunission has examined into the
matter. and the final decision isawait-
ed with interest. It was thoucht by
the friends of liberaltideas that such
a destruction of lite was purely wan-
tou and useless, and indicated either
cowardice or bloodthirstiness on the
partof the Governor. And yetsome
of the most cclebrated persons in
England bave esponsed the cause of
the Jamaica authorvitics. The cir-
cumstance was 3 misfortune if not a
shame to the DBritish name.

Another interesting feature of the
year has been the quict discussion of
the Confvderation Scheme in relation
to the Provinces. This measure, <o
unpopular among the smaller Pro-
vinces, “drags its slow lenath along”
with some prospect of final adoption
by the llome Government. ‘Ihe
advantages to our Island from absorp-
tion into a qu:tsi-rc,)ublic, are not <o
evident as to make the proposed
change desirable ; aud time—the great
conservator of the good which never
dies, and destroyer of evil—may so
elaborate the question in the ncar
future as to spreadit over with rain-
bow hues and cauze our people to
grasp at what may scem to be sub-
stance.

There has been during the vearno
fala of activityin the business inter-
ests of the Provinces. ‘Lhe fisheries
kave done well- the coal and lum-
bering departnents have not lan-

ished; tbe mining question has not

en severely agitated.  For the
frauds of sowe two years ago, when
discovered, so dawped the ardor of
the people, that but little interest bas
been felt in the mining matters for
the Jast two years, especially gold
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mining. The Pacific coast has had
its own history in this department,
and i3 quietly jozzing along without
mauch excitement.

Our neizhbor, the United States,
has presented a fiebl of activity and
general interest for the whole year.
‘T'he rebellion closing in the Summer
of 1863, so far as active hostlities
were concerned, left the conntry with
an enormous dubt of some three
billions of dollars, a deranzed cure
reney, a divided people, an unrecon-
structed Union, an aceidental Presi-
dent, an uncertain state o' aiairs,
and a million of men to0 be mustered
out of service, and five hundred
vessels in commission to be disposed
of. The last winter session of Cone
aress soon developed a divergeney of
views between the Presilent and
Congress, which prew worse as the
session went on il about Feb. 20th,
he vetoed an important bill perfeeted
for the protection of the recently
emancipated blacks. His speech to
the company assembhad on the 224,
attbe White Hou-e,showed the ran.
corous spirit e felt towards the Re-
publicans of Congress, .:md made the
gap between them: so wide thatit has
pever been brideed, and probably
never will be.  Iiis veto was sustain-
ed in the Senate by the defection of
some tour or five Senators who could
not exactly see how the “cat would
Jjump,” but rather thought the Presi-
dent would win the battle. The
quarrel went on with considerable
fiercenes3, for the rest of the year, up
to the closing eicctions in November.
It was soon apparent atter the Presi-
dent broke with the Il»:m}' that elected
him, that the people would sustain
Congress. In due time the “Civil
Rizhts’ Bill,” so calied, was passed,
which gave to the ircedman bis civil
riclits denied him by some of the
States, which bill the President also
vetoed, but 1t was passed right over



