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MERCY ON THAL DAY.

The momentous events of the Judg-
ment Day cannot be over estimatedd, iand
they should frequently. be before our
mind 3 that we may realize them in all
their extent, and that we may be prepa-
ring for a day, which must be one cither
of sad and solemm, or blessed and joyous,
intercst, to each one of us.  God, we are
told, has appointed a day in _the which
he will judge the world in righteonsness,
by that man whom he hath ordainerd,
whereof he has given assurance unto all
men, in that he hath raised him from the
dead. God has appointed that day, that
he might justify to man himself, the rec-
titude of his dccisions—to give alo a
more solemn characterto the awards that
are finally to be pronounced upon the
rightcous and the wicked.  Perhaps the
vindication of his procedure, too, betore
the rost of the universe, is the
reason why he has appointed a day
in which he will judge the world in
righteousness, and the people  with
his truth. God mneeds not to  give
an account of any of his matters.
Tle can be amenable to no onc. Iis own
wiil is the highest reason, and what he
chooses to do none can reclaim against,
or object to. e might determine the
fate of all withont any judgment—with-
out any tribunal and formal procedure,
and none would dare 1o question his wis-
dom, or impeach his justice. Doubtless
allwould be right, andall would be right-
cous. Ife needs no tribunal for himself,
nor is he bound to defer to, or consult,
the opinions of others.  But for reasons
of his own he has appointed a day in
which he is to judge the world, and when
before him all nations are to be gathered.
Although he needs not to give anaccount

of himself, it may scem to him wisest and
best on all cousiderations to do so, in the
formal proceedings of a judgment day.
e 15 then to ereet his great white throne
in the heavens,  1le is to institute a for-
mal enquiry—1le is publicly to cite all
the individuals of our race—to gather
them before him, and proclaim beforo
them their precise state, and award their
impartial sentence.  The bovks are to be
opened.  The record of the divine mind
is to be untolded. Every action of every
individual is to be brouuht into judgment
—not an action, or atbought, or a pur-
}yosc, but will bLe hid open, and in the
ight of that holiness in whose presence
we shall stand, and of that law by whose
sanctions we shall be judged.  The sen-
tence will be pronounced from the uner-
ring lips of him who cannot lie. It will
be uttered by a voice like thunder, and
fram a throne of dazzling brightuness, be-
fore which guilt shall shrink appalled—
and all selt-confidence shall disappear.
Qur ctemal state is then to be determi-
ned. We have the most satisfactory
grounds to conclude that there will be
no change in the state which will then
be appointed to us.  There is no reason
to beheve that there will be any dispen-
sation in the future world by which the
lost will regain their forfeited happiness,
and enter that heaven from which they
have been excladed. The dedision of
the judgment will no doubt Le final.
All seripture speaks to this effect. Tt is
everlasting punishment—and it is life ¢-
ternal—that are to be incurred or en-
joved. There is but one_ scene of pro-
bation, so far as we can gather from serip-
ture : and this present is it. The judg-
mentis a clodug aet. Will God resile
trem the judgment then prounvunced ?



