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flon, and ssking thiern to unIte In prayer
that thse occasion May be one of great
spiri t

uel Profit and bieesing.
2. Titat lte fast Sunday ln Joue f2-,thsbeing lte 200tit anniversary of thte birtit of

John Wesley (June 17th old style), beobserved ln ail our churcites, as a day of
titanksgiving for what God has wrought;
and of earnest Prayer titat the spirit and
Practice of Primitive Methodisma may bc
revived among us; and titat suitable dis.courses be preacited on the occasion.

3. Titat the celeitration proper itegin
OL tite fIrst Sund&y In Octoiter, with ap-
Iscopriate discourses, baving especial re-ference to thse lire and labors of Mr. Wes-
ley, and tite wonderful resihis of the.
Metitodist revival; te be followed, witenever prarticabie, by severai weeks of re'vival effort for the deepening of spiritual
life ln the Churcit and thse salvation of
the unconverted.

4. Titat the last Stinday In Octoiter bc
set apart, uwherever practicabie, au the dayon witich to receive the free-wilI offerings
of thse people ln aid of the Sperial Thauks.
givIug Fund of $250,000 for missions
autitorized hy thse General Couference;
but ln any case, let thse appeai be made
neot ]&ter titan thse lest Sunday ln Novem-
ber. Titis la sonsetiting distinct from
the ordinary mIssionary brcome, and thelwo sbould be kept entirely separate. Totitis end thte Executive Committee sug-gests that for thse coming year lthe mis-
uionary anniversaries ite deferred tiltaler the lot of January, 1904, sts titat the
two fonds May flot club.

Such an opportunIty bas flot bititertobeen before the churcit. Notiting like Itwiil orcur again ln thiP generation. Let
us, by God's itelp, maite It an epocit yeac
In thse citurch's history In titese two re.
spects: A migitty revival on everv cir-cuit, and a thank-oifering of a quarter or
a million for missions.

John Wesley and Sunday Schoola.*

DY~ THÉ KDhToit.

WITH bis usual sagacity and fore-Vsigt, wbicit anticipated so many
of tihe pilanthsropic and re-

11gbOUS Institutions of later limes, joitu
Wesley early adopter! Sunday Scitools for

5 Abrldged from Wititrow's 'Religlous
Pregreua of lthe Nineteentit Century."1

retiglous Instruction Of thte people caliedMetitodista." Mr. Edwin W. Rire, ln bieHistory osf Sunday Scitools cites several
exemples of tite existence Of sucit scitoolshefore tise date osf Robtert Raikes. In1769 a Young Metitodist named HannaitBail estaitlisited a Sunday Scitool gaysDr. Abel Stevens, la WitYcosnie. England.Titese sporadir scitools, bowever, do flotdetract from thse menit of Raikes asfatiter andi founder of tite modern Sunday
Scisool system.

Robert Raikes was a citizen of Glouces.ter, Engiand, and proprictor of thteCloucester Journal. bn titat city many ayoutit of botit sexes were employed in ltepin and Otiter factories. Tihe beart o!Raikes Was stirred by tise Sabitatit dese-
nration, profanit-, and ragged wretcitsd.neas of thte untaugitt youtb. In 1781, iteengaged four female teaciters to receiveand lnstrurt ln reading and lu tise Cate-ciim such rhildren as sbould be sent
to titem on Sunday.

Tite chiidren were required to comnewlth dean bands and faces, and itaIrcombed and witit surit clotiting as titeyitad. Titey were to stay from te], to
twelve, titen to go borne; to return at one,
atnd after a besson to 1,6 conducted toriturcis; aftsr citurcit to repeat portions
Of thse Cateciim; to go itome at rivequietly, wititout playing ln tise streels.Diligent scitolars received rewards ofBibles, Testaments, itooks, rombes, sboes,and clotbing. The teachers were pa.id a
sbilling a day.

Not until November 3, 1783, did Raikes
refer in bis Journal to titese scitools. Tefollowing Year lie poblIsited In ita paperan aecunt of bie plan. John Wesley re.
'P rintei th 1is account ln tite ArminienMbagazine, and exitorted lthe Matit-
odiat People toi adopt ltse new oya-
tete of religions i nstruction. He spes.ks
of them propiteticabiy :1 -I Ind thuse
critools sPringing up wberever 1 go;-peritape GIod may bave a deeper ;ni
iterein titan men are aware of; witoknows but &orna of titese scitoola may ite-crnme nurseries for Citiana9. rTeearby Metodiats 100k Wesley'e advIce, anditard-working men and women began to

lustruet titeir neigitior's chItldren, and to
go witit tiem t0 lte bas.- sof God on
lte Lordsa Day.

John Fletciter, o! Madsley, adoPted ltemetitod, and Bonn itad titree itundresi chu-.dren under Instruction, and diligentlytrained titem tul itis lest Blunets. Sunday'
Scitoolo were introduced ln lte Metropoils
by Rowland HIi ln 1786. Tbe same ysr
WesleY states ltat rive ituntired and Iftty


