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Orientalisms of the Lesson,
Solomon's kingdom was v
Hehrew part of the Populution was numbered
erul times in the history of the nution,
after eseaping from Egy
for the purpose of r
and nearly a y,

The
sev-
Presently,

Mty census was taken chiefly
ng money for the tabernacle,
ar later it was tuken again with the

extensive,

additional Purpose of finding out the numher of

fighting men, In bot), instances the number was
about 600,000 men, Thirty-cight Years later the
census showed about the same number,  There wys
no other formal numbering of' tl¢ nation till the
timeof David, when the tota] number of males ahoye
twenty y
vleted the census of David, counting fore
remnants of the eonquered nations resident jn
Pulestine, They numbered 153,600, and were en-
ployed in forced lubor ¢ n his great architeetural
works,  But the daw guthered for the ends in view
would not show the number of persons in the realm,
for beyoud the males enrolled, all was estimg d
The oriental world has never taken a census, as we
use that term,  Evyep Great Britain had no census
of this sort till within this century, the number of
inhabitants being only
cmpire does still,

s of age was 1,500,000, Solomon com-

igners and

guessed at, us the Chinese
The census for the purpose of
taxation or for military necessities docs not neces-
surily demand an enrollment of all the individuals

country. Tt is a little diffien]y for us to realize
this in the United States, where the entire count
of the entire population, men, women, and chil-
dren, is the basis of representation of civil and
political rights, and of the
It was true enough that Solonon could not count
the people under his direct and indircet govern-
uent: though this phrase may have
cal one,

destinies of the nution,

been a rhetor-

By Way of Illustration,

Prayer  for divine guidance, Cromwell, Von
Moltke, Havelock, .-unlquhixwtnn, asrulers of men,
submitted their difficultic to God and asked for
guidanee,  During that terrible winter gt Vulley
Washington was found on his knees in the
forest, praying nestly for help in those perilous
A Quaker who overheard the prayer said to
bis wife, ¢ Though 1 believe not
O man who prays like
known that Lineoln said
the dark days of the war,
silility is o heavy,
unt you to

Forge,

tinies,
in war, the eause
that must prevail,” Itis
to Ili.xlmp.\‘huymn.Iurimz
*This burden of respon-
I must have divine help, 1
Pray with me.” And while the
Bishop prayed, the leader of the nation and of the

knelt and responded heartily to the curnest
Jetition,

When the sentry saw a hundkcrchivf[\‘inz out-
side Generg) Gordon’s tent, he knew that Gordon
Was alone with God in that Soudan tent must
ot be disturbed,

CHHOO0L By NNER.

—

Imitate little children, who, as they with one
hand  hold fust to their father, with the other
guther berries along the roudside : 80 you, gathering
und handling the goods of this world with one
hand, must with 1he other always hold fust to the
hand of your heavenly Futher,

God will guide those who trust him, When
stars, first created, start forth upon their vast ciy-
cuits, it they were conscious, they might despair
u!'nminl:niuingllu-irnrlri(\rhruu;:hc'uuinqumw. But
without hands or arms,
king drives them
rounds without

ords or bands, the solur
unharnessed on their mighty
# single misstep, and in perfect
time.  Now, if'the sun, which is hut 4 thing driven
itself, ean do this, shall not [le who created the
heavens be able to hold us ?

God adds earthly viches to wisdom. This lesson
is & splendid comment on the verse, “8eek ye first
the kingdom of God and lis righteousness, and ql]
these things shall be g lded unto you,” A1, ave
young soldier to be rewarded wys told by his king
to choose any gift of the realm which he ight
He thought first to ask for gold or 4
promise to rule, and they remembered that if L
asked for the hand of the King's daughter he would
inherit, not only gold and glory, but the entire
kingdom, 8o the believer in Cliist, with him,
inherits all things, e has promisc of the life that
now is, as well us that which is to come,

A successtul business man in New York said ;
*Every good thing in my life has come
my connection with God und |is people, When
a little friendless fo dgner in the great city, 1
found Jesus in g tiission Sunday school, T found
immedia ly afterward o position, 1 found friends,
aw ul position, blessed companionships,

¥ good thing came from

A poor cobbler Pt God and his kingdom first
and God guve him the supreme honor of estublish-
ing a Christian iission in
Christ is known the
known and honored,

God gives us better things,
not riches, honors,
these

please,

through

getting Jesus first,”

India, so that wherever
name of  William Cary is

The Gospel mentions
beauty, pleasures, It passes
over in silence, which yet the Old Testament
everywhere makes promise of, They were then
children, and God pleased them with the promise
of these toys und playthings. But in the Gospel
lie has shown us e has provided some better things
for us—thj 28 spiritual and heavenly,

The keyword or the book of Hebrews i ¢ 1y tter,”
A dozen times that worl The author
suys that God gave good gifts to his peopie in the
past, but under the Gospel, * how much better,”

oecurs,

—
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