
TH1E SPELLING PROBLEM.

THE PSYCI-1OLOGY 0F SPErILING.

It is one of the discov-eries of modern experimiental, psy-
chology that some lvarn more quicll throughi the eye,
others througrh the car. In other words, som-'e are eye-
mitided or vistializers, ot hers ear-minded or audiles. While
the riinmber of vistializers is ranch g-reater than the number
o atdiles, 1 he, fiLct th-at a, certain percentage of the pupils
of any sehool are alm-rost certainly ear-ininded woitdd sug-
gest the enmloyment of methods comprehlensive enough to
niaze appeuli to both classes. There is, then, a psycholo-
gica[ deduetion to be made in favour of some .form. of oral
slpellingr. There is also the obvrious fâct that the more
senst: avenues can be employed in bnilding up a mental
iman-c, the stronger that image wiIl be, and the more chies
there' %ill, bc to its revival. Though the ear-grate nay in
inost peoplo e o arrower than the eye-gate, the impression
miadeý thronngh both will, in ail, bie surely strongrer than the
impression made througrh one only lere, then, 15 another
a przort prinuiplo ini favour of oral spelling. And the truth
of these deductions will, I believe, be borne out by systen--
atic observation of children, by systemnatic oral and written
spollinçg zests, and by the exainination of pupils' mistakes.

Dr. Shaw tested &Lover 9.,000 children wvith nonsense com-
hi tat ions of fromn three to ten letters iii le.îgth. la the first
l)a.,rt of' the investi gation 140 visual pre,*.entatioins of these
Wtvere rmade. Froin thirty to f'orty putpils xvere tested at a
tirne, and the tests were so divided as to inake no l',,tigiuiing
demnatds upoti the ptipils. Bach child wrote dowil what
h,) could recali or the 140 printed cards whichi wee held up
hefore hit for a griven length ot'tin'e. Tace pupils were re-
quested flot to inlove their lips xvhen looking at the combi-
nations; and althongh we impressed apon thom, as strongly
as we could that they mnust not use theIr lips, we found
that, though they started out with very commendable, effort
flot to so, thev soonl lapsed into the use of their lips. When
another strong appeal ilot to use the lips was made, many
cases came under observation of children who, while inihi-
bitingr the(ý' use of their lips, were moving their hands or a
fingrer, as if tellingc off the letters silently. After repaated
observations by those who assisted ini naking, the tests, it
was agvreed that at least ninety per cent. of ail the. children
tested lapsed into aiding theinselves by using their lips -


