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Ha milton in Canada. and many other cities in both countries, seeing
thiat there wvas money to be made, good to be derived, and able men
to supervise have already undertaken municipal owvnership in varjous
forms, Professor Bemis of the Bureau of Economic Researchi, as-
serts that more satisfaction bas been obtained from the municipal
control of public uitilities than from the private management of them
Mr. Samiuel Moffett, in speaking of japan says, That one of the
niost enliglbtened and business-likce municipalities in the wvorld after
trying both public and private owvnership lias decided that public
ownership is the better." Owving to the length of time municipal
ownership bas been in vogue in Switzerland and because of the ben-
eficial results in that country, wve flnd there anr ideal type of the
niunicipality. No mionopolies, no trusts, and the management of
public utilities carried on by the people's representativec- and subject
to thé, people's criticism and before the eyes of the populace. Mr.
C. W. Balzer editor of ilie Engincrin.f- ïVews of New York, dlaims
'Ithat the rnovemnent to'vards municipal ownership rests un -a sound
basis andC deserves the cordial support of every friend of social pro-
gress." ln ihese couintries there has existed for sortie centuries
municipal banks %vhich have saved for the mnunicipalities enormlous
suis of mioney. For, while as other cities they hlad to borrowv to
clefray tie expenses of their undertakin-s, they did nor pay any ini-
terest whili otherwise they must have done. In France and Ger-
înani' this SNystemi of Public banizing is carried on extensivelv and
successf'.lly. Of Spain, Austria, ltaly and Belgi uni we hiear liîtle,
but nevertheless they are mutchi advanced in i municipa! oiwnerslip.

«'Let me now present somne ficts and figyures appearing in the
retturxis of certain miunicipahities whiere public oNvaership blas been iii
existence. The city of B3olton, with a population of i i 5,000, is an
encouraging exaniple. I. bas carried on the principle furtber than
almost any towan in Engiland. Last year the surplus profits amount-
ed to $2o$-,4îo exctIusive of the profits froni the electric traniývays,
which amounted to $72.000 and from wvhich alone $ i i,000 was set
set aside to reduce th-_ taxes. The chief benefit, hiowever, to Bolton
has not been the direct relief of taxation but the provision of chleap
and efficient local services. Here are tie annual profits of some
nîunic;pal street car lines, wvitli amounts turned in to lower the
taxes for tie vear endiiig Dec. -3, 1905: Leeds, wvith annual net
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