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thiat the cîît.ire social observain ce or the gl(>riolIs festive seasol
consisis iii an ample Supply of liot water and heions. Dicekenîs,
of course. did 111:11l restoire 1 lie ancient: observaice inEnld
b)ut long centuriies lîci*ore thle l)ickensiait stories r*ound t heur
"waT to f lic licils oie Br1itishiers. C iristimali îad liati a plaec iI thie
ealendar- of ''iMerr-ie lenglanid.''

iIy Cliristnut-.s social ohI »e rvanees are traceal to hieathen
origin; but iii eai-ly daiys thiey Nverc legitiniized by customi anid
usage. 'l'lie oldJhi î1nSteîîa (conidc:nie(d b)y sucli writer'
as TPertulhian anid M aximus of' 'l'îîrin) (Ioultless hiad thieir origin
in the days of the Caesars lu whloîn syco pliantiti c ofleîaldomn paid
obsequious tribute at tlhe begiîîning of the New Year w'hiclî iii
those days begani with the month oË M\arch. Thlese were thie first
Chriistinias pres.-nts. TiIe ' e an Vires'' were alsu a, heritage
I*roim pagaflisin, but. 1leithîey began to grow imîto ain abuse, tlîey
ivere contliineti h)y Pope Zacliary at thie instance oie St. Boni-
face. The ''Yulelog''" is a, survival of the Scanidinavian Juuil. It
sceins to liav;ý Ieel iîtrodiiccd mbt RBngland in the tiiuîe of IHcnry
VI. vhîere il hecanie iniiensely poîmular. 'Vlie log -%as drawn
l'y se*rvants into i lic kall, mliere caedi nieiier of the family, sit-
ting downvi on il. in turmi. sang a. Yule-song and drank a cup of
spiced aie. 'Plie log w-as then cast into the. fire with prayers, for
the safety and liajpiness of f lie liouseliold îîntil next Yule-tide.
A part of the log Nvas i>reser-ved 10 Jiglit tlie Yuilc-log of tlîe l'ol-
lowing season. Pt. w'as believ'ed liai a, piece oft ble log in the
lîouse ivas a securify against fire. 'P'lie Yule-log hecaie connectetl
with other usages in tinte: tenants hazd the privilege of supplying
the Yule-log to thc seignorial inanor and, in consequence of thle
gift, possessed the riglî t to feed at thie lord 's ex pense as long as
the round of wood. given hy tiieni shoifl hurn. The Chîristînas
Tree is of doubtful origin; but w'e finid it first. nwitioned in the
annals of thie city of Strasbourg two centuries ago. It was in-
troduced. into England, in i840. hy the Prince Consort; but it
lias l)ecome one of the mnost îiopular institutions amiong the E~n--
lish-speak-ing peoples. It 10w oceupies an important place ini
Clhrisbmas decoration; and cvery home lias its Chiristmas Tree.

Ib were a long story to record the v'arious social observances
whichi chiaracterize ChIrisimalstidle; but soilne of tlîem, of very
ancient date, deserve mention. Amnong bliese we find a varicby
of gantes and amusements, soie of whicli are still in vogue. Chec£
of these weý,re: "The fjord of Misrule"; "Mummers"; and the
"Pantomine. "

"Thie fjord of M.\isruile." l'le office of thjis functionary, wlio


