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naine and stern by nature," was tho common-
place ani not vory olegant reinark his noiglibors
wvould inake about inii, whonoivor it camne in
their way to rcmnark him at ail, which was but
soudoin, as most of thei %vcro fainîilies of af-
fluent moans, ani diii not ifovI2 in b)usineCss
cireles. Thoy knew lie was a nian of strict
rectitudo-that isi word %vas as gnod a8 bis
bond-and ngainst his moral condtuet, none
could whisper a word. Yet they thouglît hini
callous to pity, deaf to churity, and thîît Mani-
monwas luis shrino.

lus housekeeper was anl 011 widowv lady
nanied Mrs. Jones and a pierfect shirew, wvho
if lie luid been a lunin of nîuicht conversation or
inclinced to argument would have seolded hinî
as fast as silo diii lier neiglbbors' boys, whli
tliey cliiînbed lier fence or îlurew stones into lier
yard; whicli they sonietiines diii, just to hear
lier soold; for, ailas!1 for the depravity of liu-
man nature, boys ]lave a proponsity tliat way;
for which let themi not be consured, whien 01(1
ladies will bo foolisli enotighi to scold. The
wluolo care and management of blis bouse was
left to lier. lier honisekeeping suited liim;
tixat was ail lie wanted, and lie asked lier no
questions. fie, therefore was not to be blamoed
if beggars wvere spurned from the dloor, for lie
diii not know it; but lus neiglibors were muot
aware of that fact, and sà they put hira ani not
lier down for it, and drew their inferences ac-
cordingly.

The dlock striuck ciglit, and lie was still lost
in lus reverie. Hiappy lie certainly did not feel,
and luis thoughits at hast found ve, ;in words,
"11No 1" lie exelaiîned, I cannot tluink of a
kind act or benevolent deed perfbr...ýd by une
for the last threo yoars, anii wliere i8 the aim
or parpose of uxuy life ?" lVhy not hegin, thon ?
a still smnail veice witlîin humn seemeii to say,
and thon as if answoring it, lie broko out again,
IlAli, but wliere shall 1 begin-how make a
commencement?" Suddenly a thought caime
upon him, and ho resolved to put it in execution
fortliwvith . IlYes," hoe said, I will tako a quiet
walk thirough. the streets, and notice tluc passers
by. 1 may perliaps observe somo unfortunaze
fellow creature wliomi 1 can in some way assist,
or some poor inebriate ivhtoin 1 can at least
advise to go home, and tlîis will, at ail events,
be a beginîîing, howeVer 21mali."

He at once arose, drow on lus overcoat and
gloves, set lus fur cap on his liead, %vitli the air
of a mian who liad purposed, and was dotermined
to perforni.

So lie sauntered forth. Tho night, as wvo
have stated, ivas clotifless-clear and cold, and
the hand-packed snow erinking under-foot at
every step, but to a person. clad as lie ivas, thie
cold %vas flot biting, only froe and invigorating.
As lie passed along tlie crowded streotz;, troops
of nuerry littie boys and girls; throngs of young
mon and laughuîîg niaidens Ilitted by in quick
succession, nil conifortably protected against
the weatler, and lookirg gay and happy, and
lie was alniost beginning to wavor in lis pur-
pose, when ho tiuouglit of trying auiotlier section

of the city, the resident-i of' %whiii ivere of the
jîoorer class. Tlîroading liii way along, and
juist as hie was passing al baker's sliop windoiv,
liiiu oyes bocinue fixed on a ltle earnest face
altiost prossoil zugainst thie gluuqs, surveying thue
teuîiiptinr-looki ng delicacies, wliich Nçre niely
arrauîîged within. lie stopped short, and gazid
iîitently ou that littie t'orni. WVas thîcre uuiythîiig
in the features whicli roînindod lîiî of the littie
girl wfliicli haii once been his deart'.t treuisuro,
or ivas it the poculiar, n:uy even litingry look,
wvhiieh the child'i ('ountonance cxp)re4.qod, as silo
wvistfully, tliougu ail iunconsciotis of being oh-
servedl, peered ivithiin. lie noticcd too, as lie
viewed lier, thuat tliough decontly ani even
neatly olad, lier garînents were very thin, in
filct entirely unsuitable for the season, and
clughut lie observed lier shivering. lHe lockci
a-pain and was sure of it, ami if the thurili which
passed through-what luis neiglhbors' nover sup-
poseii lie luad-liis lie-.Irt, wvas flot phy, thon we
(I0 n')t know wliat naine to give it.

Is thiero anything in ilucre you wvould liko
to b~ave, iny little girl ?" hoe gcîîtly said in a lowv
voico as ;le stoopedl to addreýzs lier.

Tlec utile creature luoked uip, and covered
awaiy fr<,în hiini, lut (lii not reî,ly. IL repeated
lus question agîhin, in such a ninner and toile
ais compiely re-assured huer, and site quickly
answoroil

"lYes, sir," but iastantly cliecking liorseif,
said IlNo, sir."

14Wlîiclu ani I to tako for an answor, my
doar? Thîis is Churistmnas Eve, yon know, and
perlmaps Santa Clans iîay not coine to your
luouse. So if there is nnyiiung in tliere you
wvould wisb for; lot ne get it for you, and you
can take it homo witlî you."

"lHo used to conic, but lie don'z sînce Ma
(lied; but-" and shc st<ppod.

"But wluat, my doar," lue inquire'1?
"If I were to take anytliing homo witlî me,

I knowv Susie would ho so angry, and if P'a were
to flnd iL out, it would bo drcadf'ul," sile ro-
plied.

"lThon lot me take iL for you, and I will
explaini to thcuiu both in such a miannor thiat
tlîey cannot bo angry wvith yeni. Now tell nie
truly," lue eaud, loeking at lier oarnestl,"r
you not hiungry ?"

Sio esitated. It wvas evident to huîn tliat
stuc wa.s unaccuustouncd to telling -an unitruthi; anui
the question sooliei painful. IIovever, sile
stanumered rather tluan answered-averting lier
face as silo diii so-

"4Yes sir, and se is poer little Wilie, and 1
tliink Suutie is teo, althouglu slie won't say se."

"lVery wvell. thon, lot us go iin," and taking
lier by the lîand, lie wvas in thec shuep before lie
Ihimself touglit, or siloliaii tuie to remonstrate.

For a moinent, but only a mioment, thue
thouglit crossoii his mii that it niiglut appear
ridiculous to, sce him, the ricku iiercliant, under
sudl circumstances; but lie soon disnîissod it;
lie lhad made a purpose, and hîaving donc s0, lie
was not thie man to abandon it.

So lue inquired of the baker if lue had a spare
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