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*MEETING AT BRANTF0RI).

The nineteentb Genera.l AFM*bly of the
Presbyterlî,î Church in Canada opened nt
7.8ý0 O'clock, on Wednesday, l4thintl
Zio11 Ch'urch, in this city, Rev. Dr. Coch-
1100-, pastor o? the Churcli, conductlng the

devo'(tion.il exercise-. The spacloLs ef,,ifce
'WaS comfortaîbIy f llled, a large nimber of
eCti4ens interminglIng with the commis-
8l(Iners on the ground floor and occupy-
1' the galleries. The Fervices opened

Wihsinging a portion of! Psalm 102,

11, nd IL. Timothy, !Il. 10, and Prin-
.lP11 Caven, 'Moderator o! the Asseiînbly,
i£'d in' prayer. The 106tl hymu was then
81111, followedl by an eioquent rermon iip-
11 the subject of lns-piration, by the Mod-
erttor,

TE SERMON.
Th<' learnet]. Principal took as lius text
WTimothy, Il!, 16 :"IIAil ScrIpture is

~~iby lnspiration of God and is pro-
ftl.Getc.", He proceeded as follows:

Thàe apostie exhort.s Timothy, his "lowfl
8011 111 the faith," to continue F.teadfast
'in tbc things -wich he liad been taughit,
%elnIg that they wvere of! sure autluority.
rlzICthy had doubtless received careful
Instrution from the apostie hilseif, but

Chldhood bis pious mother led hilm
to> know the IlHoiy Scriptures,which were
8bîe tu make hlm wise unto i-alvation,
tbloug1giî falth which i8 ln Chrisit Jesus."

1Like his blessed Master, the apostie
*COfi>etntly recogniTes the divine origin,

fbOteauthorlty and uu.peakable value
Cthti Seriptures, and having here de-

eiured9 that heaveniy Nwisdorn Is attained
tllrOlugt them, lie adds this înost import-

&It tateient regarding the book o! the
01(l C2ovenat : "Ail Scripture is given by
14Piration of God."1 Whether we foliow

t4e uthojjjsed veresion or the revised ver-
"I(I Every Seripture inspired of God,"

Etc.) We must underý,tand the apostie tu
1 1 tr.Inspiration of the entire volwmne

whell c althe Oid Testament, and the
nigefune s of every part o! It For, ïgpart

'oiail criticismus of translations, the
Ia*Meain cannot be that those parts of_crlPtlre wvhich are insplred- are profit-
1 ble. The IlHoly Seriptures" a.nd "lal
F3eeiPture given by Inspiration of (bd"

11J1be equaîîy extensive.
' Mil ot be que6tioned by Chr.tians

th(, books of the New Tetament may
e-qual rauk, at iea.et, wvth tho9-e of

'f01(l, and thuis we eau regard our whole
lilbIL0 a.«, "înupîred" and "profitable." The
14ta -SPriptures, lndeed, contain the re-
euletl OfthIngs >hlch I"many prophets

On( rIhteusmen deslred to see, but
el 'ot eee them," and, In the revelation

ç4 GO11 In the person of Jesus Christ,
; e foon-day compared with the liglit

1>1YI eaî.mornlug.
Me have here, then, two statements re-

"ail Sripture," Ylz., that It Is
ltve by Inspiration o! God," and that

"1(Pis9-6profitable." And'theQe are flot
('I3Edent statements, but closely re-

tentç each other, for the profltablenes

&bi (rlPt~ ure guaranteed and ImmeaFur-

r b nhaee by ifis inspiration. if

gov-erî the Ghurch; though not tiil Pen-
teecs!,-w-as the blessing, thus mlgnified,
fully best-owed upon theni. So, lu the
visic i of the vailey o! bones, the Lord
says, "Behold, I wlll cause breath to
enter into you, anad ye shahl live." The
psaimitet says, "By the word o! the Lord
wvere the heavens made, and ail the host
o! tbem by the breath o! His nîouth."
" The Spirit of the Lord bath made me,
andl the breath o! the Alîighty bath
givc-ui me lire," are the words o! Elibu.
In ail wbich, and simllar pas-sages, we
have clear allusion to the creative act,
w-hen I"the Lord breathed into înan's
nostril-. and he became a living soul"'-
w-heu God did, as it were, impart o! Hlm-
self t(- Hîs creature, who was made lu
Ilig Il image" and Il ikenec-fi." Al Scrip-
ture is: thuF IlGod-breatbed," and hence
po.sFeeses attributes whicb are directly
fromi God, and wbich dIstinguish Iit froin
aIl ordiuary human compositions.

DEFTNITIONS OF INSPIRATION.

Lttgle(iTi'-ult perh-p ' impo4ï:ible,to gîve
an adeouatr definition o! inspiration. lVe
canuol tell bow, ln bestowing this glft,the
Divin'ý Spirit acted upon man's spirit,
nor car' we descrîbe what was, peculiar
lu thi, conscionenees o! the pereon en-
dýw'ed with the glft. We do not even
kuow that there was anything peculiar.
The nature and conditions of' Inspiration
are hidden from our Inspection, and whIle
Scripturc deciares the fact o! Inspiration
andi attesteý Its Importance It furnishes lit-
tic Information regarding its es-sence or
methods. Philo-Ophîcal curloqlty miglit
be gî-atified by kuowiedge o! the mystery
Invc'lved, but reverent piety and confidence
la the truth and excellence o! the Scrip-
ture would flot nece.wariiy, be lncreased.

Definîtions o! In'piratlon more or leuls
elaborate have been offered, and s+ome o!
theseý are doubtIe.s correct, so far as
they go. "Lnspiration," Fays a recent
emiir.eut theologlan, Il vas an influence o!
the Holy Spirit on thu mds of' certain
select men, whIch rendered theai the
organ; o! God for the infalilbe cominuni-
cation o! lis mind and wiil." (Dr. C.
lodgeà) Here le another weil-known at-
tempt ai-, definition :"lInspiration les scb
a dlegree o! dàvIlne as-kstance, influence
or guidauce as enabied the 4nthors o!
Sculptuire to comnunnicate religious know-
iedg.- tc others. wlthout error or mîstake,
whef heu the subjeets o! snch communIca-
tions were things lmuediately revealed
to those who deciared theni, or thir',ge.
with wbich they were before acquaited."
(H. Horne.) A thIrd de!inIt ion runs:
"lInspiration lr, an Influence o! the Hoiy
SpIrIc upon the nuderstandingp, Imagina-
tions;. memories, and. other mental powers
o! t1ic sacred wrIters, by which they were
qua1ifieo1 to communicate to the wvorld
the knowledge o! the wIll o! God." (Dlck.)

The Churcli symbole refrain froni de! mi-
tion. though tbey ail ciearly recoguiSe
the divine character of Scripture. The
Confcs'ion o! Falth eays that Ilthe Old
Teetaineut ln Hebrew and the New Testa-
nien- lit Greek are Iînmediately Insplred
o! God; lt cabls-the Seriptures thse I"Word
of God,"1 and attributes to them "«entire
pet fection," "Il nfallible truth" and "Il I-
Ville authority."' And so lu ail branche,,
o* the Chrstian Churcli the Bible liasý
heeuj accepted as the inspired Word o1

bis own --tyle o! wrlting and bis own
mental characteristice, whicb, so far as
wve know, were not changed nor repressed
hy the- great fact o! Inspiration. The Fa-
creil writers were not meribly peumen o!
the Spirit, wvhose task was the purely
mechanical one of setting down the wvords
wlileh ivere given to theai. 0!ten have
in(tilvidua'els bspoken of then a.s Ilpeumen"
an i ai, " writing to dictation," but no
churcli, so far as appears, bas ever heid
wvhat b; called the mechaulcai theory
or inspiration, andi even those who have
useil the expreFsIons re!erred to have, as
a mile. meant onîy to ass.ert strongly the
divine oriluo! Seripture.-

Tha( the individuality o! the sacred wrlt-
erg wqa n ent laid aside is patent te every
Intelligent reader o! the Bible. Igaiah's
lariguage and thought are easily diFtin-
guis-hed from thoc-e of Jeremliali and EEe-
kiel. Little penetratîn l required to
disecry; the dIfference between the vebe-
meut nlogicof PtuI and the contemplative
epliT-tnnhity o! John, to tee wherein Luke
Is both like and unlike Paul, or to note
lu the Epistie of James mtriking leatures
flot found lu any part o! the New. Tes-
tament. Paul was a iearned man, and
shon; a good measure o! Greek culture
and discipline lu union. with the kuow-
ledsge aud mental characteristice of the
edîucated Jew. WIth one exception the
NeNv Testament wýrIters are Jews, and
.Tewif-lu thought and Idinai appear as cer-
tainly lu theni as ln the old prophets,
hîstorian>s anti poets o! the Old Testa-
ment. Yeu finti lu both Old Testament
andi New, compositions o! the hlgbest
Ilterary excellence, and yau have otber
whlch utay without Irreverene13e called
hon'ely and even rude.

But more: not ln style anti mental
qualitle. only, but lu the parts and as-
pects o! truth whIch tbey love to prez-
eut and. enfoi-ce, the writers o! Scriptuupn
unay be lstinguished frora one another.
The perfect orb o! heavenly trutb le
seen more clearly ln oneC phaâ4e by one
writeu-, lu another phase by another writ-
er. Correct interprjetation showvs that
James does not contradiet Paul, but le
rather the compiement o! Paul; yet
eaeh ba" bim oîwu way o! iookirîg at trutb,
is own Fpecial ahu lu the presentation

o! IL anti cadhIin bia writlng enabies
Youi to sec not merely bis Intellectuai
but hietuoral and Fpiritual habitudes anti
tentiencles.

Wbeti God selects men as the organe
o! Hlis Spirit lHe ceemg to have respect
to their aptitudes natural and gracions.
Inspiration le, bestowed lu the Ue o!
these aptitudes. The moral and Intel-
lectual1 constitution and history o! one
quai!y hlm .j> portray vividly the cvii
and danger or sin : the Spirit uses hlm
for thi5 purpo;e. Another delîglits to
dw-eii on love and fellowship; bis lu-
ésl)reti utterances have thîs theme. A
third Is predoîmlnantly ethical-as tic
-potle James; the Spirit directs hlm
to deciare and enforce duty. The Spiritt
could, o! course, mould and shape Hie
inishruîente toe use lu a moment ; but the
auaiogy o! Ged's worklng leads us to.
exl)(-c, rather, that He will choose ln-
strumentts wlth qualities or tendencies
w'hîh point towards the s-ervice whvlchl
they wlll be honored to render. Many
îihçi-nioauetna !Scitresppr he vicbt
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tic>n-aillui full exercise. Their pergon-
ality Is as fully transfused Into their
eom)positions am If they alone were re-
spon> iblc for them. Hence we may say
that the Bible la a truly human book;
n inar.'s voies le heard In every utterance.
With catin deliberation, with tearful ead-
nees. with exultant joy, accordIng to lits
theinc. the sacred writer addrefflseua
IJirnseli penetrated with his message,
,1i1, word.s flow fromn the fulneesg of -hie
Ileart. One wvho c an read the Bible wlth-
out perceiviug that such le the tact muet
have elther defective sensibIiities or 'a
jlfindgent clouded hy some falpe theory
or inispiration. Those 0 f nu who have
tried tc, speak to our feliow-men on Fpir.
itiîai thinge, have coustantly teit that
the more completely self was lu abeyance
-tiue more completely mind and heart
wvere surrendered týo divine power<--the
irrenter wvas our freedom, the moore en-
tirely were we delivered from constrftint.
It l.ý. net Fuggeqted that the glad fvee-
don, o- speeh.which the Christian preach-
er semietiie- enjoys le the Inspiration of
the s-icre(l writers,,. but It'eervee to show
that when divine assistance Wu greateet
w-e may be Most entlrely ourselves.

5c(,RTPTTTRE THE WOhîr'(11P (;ni).

(2) But If Scripture may be ealied a
humian producetion. If - l i mo-t surely the
Word ni Goa. Goa speak,; In It and
throurt It. Ite thoughtR are God'e
t holughts, and itfz wordq are God's words.
The human writer cannot strictly 13e
ternielI the author of Scripture, for this

desnnaionean belong only to Hllm who
dleign, to eînploy the wrIter for the de-

Tler o H e 3pma ge. The doctrines,
narratives, predlction,, songe, o! the. Bible
have one true' source, they are the var-
I01u, fornizs of hurnan speech ln whIch
G(d reveals Hi1mF-el!, and through whlch
Lie fnadrespes the uinderstandîng, con-

scecimagination and heart o! men.
No+- otherwise eau the manifert char.
a terIste': of Seripture 13e accounted for.
There shineq lu the, Word o! Goa a union
o! knowledge. wl,;d(om. powver, rlghteoup-
iiesand love, whIehhms no parallel ln
any7 merely bumn writings. Wheu
Scripture lgecotnpared wlth the higheet
in insplred literature o! any agp we are
« lt On i*' sensible o! its unique and unap-
proa-ble excellence : and especlaliy le
thi!; the eae %vhen the books o! the Bible
:irp- lornpared with the sacreci books or
othe-, religions, or ivith any Co>ntempor.
aneoui; productions either of .Tew or Gen-
tIle.. Tihe seat of 0od %s wpo'n the ]Bible,
and 'lt cUnolb 1e CýOuntereited. 8ays
one : "The Bible proves its dIvuIty by
!indin& me at every point." Says an-
other : '"I1kuOw that the Bible le God'es
boo0k because I feel that it Is man's
book."

THE SORIPTUREs CLAIMRINSPIRATION.

Iu many-iun most-parts of the Scrip.
turc this niarvellous attestation of Its
heavenly origin ls prepent. But ebould
theio be parts la which, from, the nature
o! the case, no i'-bjectlve test-'eau well
be 11pplied-as lu rlîany narrative passages,
e. 9--they also are lnFpired, aud they con-.
tribute to the completeneeS8or the sacred
volume. We can appreciate the unexran-
l)ed combî1nation o!Pweolnean
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