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London %vas ilseif. Lonidont liad been scruibbed,' and
scrapcd, and dused, anid polislied imto ils own glossy suiumer
dress ; aîtd the ever-rectirring mniracle, wlîch wakes anew ta
lite tht dorint energies of a certaint quarter cf the uîttropo-
lis ltait been acieived.

Flowers bcdecked the balcouties ; gay awnings and crirn-
son blinds slîaded te windows ; white tht warni May air
brouglit forth tte bizzing gîts, aid ilie stnsline danced in-
ta narrow streets anîd diuigy miewe, clteering higltway anîd by-
way alike, and niaking glad tlie leart of tue poorest and
duules.

Ail day long thte ititt oi wheels aitd palier ni htonis intier-
iingled itiute <ronc noflite organt-grunder amnd tht cry ni
te sîreet veitdor. l'le iiower wnneî plied tlîeir i rade clicer-
ily ai every busy coner.

E-ven the latesi of te laie arrivais uad takeii place ai lasi:
eveut the people who ctîî theur Ilseason n town as short as
possible, liad elecied îuîaî, uifllîy 'vere toaitave a season at
ail, it mtust begin lorîliwitit ; and scarce a hanuse thai as go-
ing ta be inliabiied during te nexi few mnths but had n ow
uts occupants.

Lady Harlow had driveit up ta lier own dloor in Eion
Square the evening before ibis littie story openis.

Lady Harlow never carime earuy ta town ; ste was a busy
wonan, who %votild have foîund scope for lier ciiergies on a
desentisland had shte been depositid tiereon, and whn, it
unay Ihtis bic casiiy inmagined, ivariably took root in wltatever
spot she found herseli for the nonce. Aiheit the duffculty ni
tearîng herseli away traini Eatomi Square exceeded tutat of gel-
imtg titubter, shte sîîll ftund lersel yeir by year one of the lasi
of lier set ta arrive tpon the scene. However, litre lier lady-
sii-p was, an-d lier two liîîle datîgliters, F-elicia anid Adela,
wiitlier.

Sir John had been up for snune tinte- but Sir John %vas
uot a prominent feattire of tîte H-arlow establishmîent. He
was a stupid, quiet imarn, ivuo spemt most nf itîs lme un "the
H otise," and was ni no accotunt tltere-or elsctvliere. Ai hornea
the dead level ai his indolent gond humîouir dudtnti, I arn sorry
ta say, ev en win for hum the consideraiioîî aI hus owît doîiies-
tics ; it was (cît lîat anything wvould do for Sir iohn-and Sir
Johni hinseif shared the feeling.

Wih Lady IHarlow the case vias dierent- lier ladyship
miust bc servcd srnarily.

Lady Hlarlo-w knew-or lliotiglui she knew-to a iicety al
Iliat weut on beneatît ler rof ; anîd iliugli by no means an
unainiîalle ptsouage, site lad an idea that subsereience was
her due, flot raerely on accouint niflier position and raîîk, but
still imarc bec.ust ni the reîiarkable talents wherewith she
lîad been endowed iy lProvdence.

F-or any one ta10 wî to havung been in the wrong. and ta
acknowledge Lady Harlow%'s having becu un lte riglit. as to a
point at issue, pleased Lady Harlow -ery mticli. Site would
tnt blame lier poor artagonîst for being in tite wrong-titin
the lightest ; t was quite ta be expected ta t aîy ane wlio
du«eéred front a personage sa gified wih tili movers af reason-
ing and oi insigiti as herself sliuld be un error, and be ready

ta canfess it. Lady Harlow would draw up her long îîcck anid
look quoite benign when candouir cornpelicdl sur-h a confession
(atcorclin.-taolier views) wlieuî slrewdiess proilipted sucl ait
easy way of obtaining lier ladyship's favour tîaccordun.g te (att).

But if a foc: ni another îîîould hel-]nut stubborniy, reiusinig
ta see tht force of Lady H-arlows iogic, or f-stîll more
horrible te relate !-the recusant liad the audacity ta prove
incoîtrovertibly titat the great anîd wîse Lady liarlow tvas in
the wrong, sicli a fooliardy mertal neyer liad mîîuch of a gond
lime in Lady Harlew's preEence thereafier.

We may nljw sep mb liher ladyship's boudoir, whcre, on
the nîornirig after lier arrivaIi ti Enat Square, she sat ai the
desk between thetîwo windows. The drsk, was l.tered with
papers, obviotsiy the freiglil of on.e or twn previous pnsts.

I do dislike these type Niting wo-onen," mutîered the
lady, afier a little frewning silence. Then site îessed hither
and thither a few ni the env-:lopes.

Il Hew am 1Iot judge ?" site exclaimeul. presenily. 11 I
particularly wish my girls ho write proper liands, and hew are
they ever ta bce tauglit ta de se if 1 engage a goecrness whn
lises a sort of sewing machine ta write lier own Iettiers wiîh ý
And how can h form any sort of opinion as Io wbat a person
is like, how shte bas been herself educatd, what are hier pre-
ttnsions-and-and-evrythmng-frorn a ting lîkt a shop
accaunt or a hospîtal report ?'-helding ah arnns length one
of tht ofiendit.g documents. *1Here are plenly of replies ho
îvy auvertiserent ; litt1 have always been in tbe habit ni
gaining a gond deat of information front tht style and general
air cf a !citer. To wile a gond leiter, or a good note, is a
very impo> "ni part ni a woman's education, and litre 1 amn
cenfroeted by this new and atrotieus habit, whîtb bailles me
compleîeiy 1 No, 1 will net censider any ont cf the type-
written applications," ail at once sumrntd up the speaker, per-
emipionily. "They shail go int the wastepaper basket-
every cnt ni tliem-and thlat sinmplifies niaiters. 1 have now
nnly these baîf-dozen ho decide tîpon. Corne, îhaî is licter."
and wuîh a liighter brot% site bent ancw over the dtsk, and
silence ensued.

Onteliy ane the reîîîaining sheets were conscicnîioîîsly
ganet hrotugb, and tht merits cf caci duly weighed.

"Canon lassu.nne's rcfrence-threc vents in Paris ; fond
cf musicand ai pupil cf the Academy," ah lengîli broke in
short miurmurs from Lady Harlow's musing lps. "'Thai
sounds prouîisîng i vol that 1 cane muiclifor ilîreceyears
in Paris. nom yeî for the Acadeniy, and 1I know nolbing of
Canon hasînîore. The girls will bave thein own Frencht mis-
tress ; and h shouîîd neyer îhink cf any cnt but Hecineman for
ilicir musi; and Canon I'assmore-whe is Canon Passmoee?
1 zeally don't set that 1 need îhink s veny lunichi ofîhbis young
lady's* Canon Passmore.» And sht wits an abominable
hand-se h, 5sa cak. 0f coure ste vay lie a very gond
geverntss, and I will not put lier letter aitogether asiîde ; but
-ne. 1 dan't like ibis hanul, cither," turning in another epistie,
"lil is sa bolul and miascuiîne-stîch giganic chasiaciers I Evi-
<enly thit Miss Bierry ihinks she wntes in a most dashing

style. Se she dots. But a dashung style is about tht mosi
objectionable cf al]. Sa unleminine I 1 should bce sary, in-
decd, if cither Felicia cm Adela were te cultivait a dashing
style. Then îl.is havd," turning aven tht pile anew, "libis is
a very odd hand," and Lady Harlow put oui bier lips medita-
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tivcly. It strikes me as being a soet of refuge hiand-the
hand nia person who cannot write in any ollier way, and se
adoptsthis exraordinary backward movenent, whicli remindsi
onîe oi a runaway crab. I dou't thlink 1taie for titat move-
nment. Soneliow il aimocst seens like an impertinence ta ad-
dress an application te a perfect stranger in a hand turned i
round the wrong way 1 Aîîd unly six mionths' reitrence, tao," 1
turning over tht page. "lThat seties the question. 1 must3
have better references than thai."l

As site spoke, Lady Harlow's eye fell tipôou ait envelopei
souttewhîat sinailer and more modest in ils exterior Ihan those
slîe liad already broken open, and she perccived thatt
front sane cause or alther it bail hitherto tain concealed ai the
bottouit oi tht debris. IlOne I have îlot vet opesied," she
murmtured. Il It15 înot froîru one of the governesses, howcver1
-at least I fancy net. Not a governess's hand, h1siîould

say," îaking a second lance nt the address, as hier fingerst
undîd te fastenings. IlNow this is what I cati elegati pen-
niauslip-sornething like nîy owrî'l"(lier lidyship fancied liter1
owuî han'iwriing). I 1slould like Felicia and Addy ta write
Jusi luke ttitis," proceeded the speaker, uuîloldung the sheet.
Il ho s ut froîti ? "turning ta the signature. Il ' Muriel

Kent .. '1 1Muriel Kent,' eht? Oh, il fmust be one of the ap-
plications aller ail. Corne, 1 angiad of tîtat. At least 1
tan flnd ne fault with it sa far. Now let us sec what Miss 1
Murmel Kent bas ta say for herseliY"

A long silence succeeded. Lady H-arlow's face was -at
treat ta watch. Il was an expressive face, and a good indica-
tor. Itliabituaily betrayed with torrec'ness thie general forin
matters were taking within lier ladyship's breast !

I t ow told thut Lady Harlow was vcry mucli puzld. 1
She reaily was, althnugh the réader may îlot sa have

îiîoîght, a fair judgt ni character, and sue was a remarkably
tliorougli-goung woman. At the prescrit momtent tiiese twoi
qualifications were pulling lier twe severi ways.1

The letter whch she lîeld iii her hand bound favotir in lier(
ece, utot oîîly on acctunt nf ils lezant pcnnanshîp, but aiseo
from the tone and style of ils comtposition. The expressions
uised wee simple and refined. There was no atiempt at
grandeur, no adoption of tlte hugli hand sucli as halljarred on
lier seuses more thati once in the pret-eding documents ; oni
the conirary, there war. an uudercurrent of soiethuîîg alunost
like plaintiveness, which was flot unpieasing.1

Lady Harlow (ci a curions inclination ta respond ta the i
little humble note.

But tîtei, as lias been saud, Lady Harlow was a thorougli-
goîng, practucal woman. It behooved lier ta finit a governess
up ta tîte mark, in ail respects fer lier two young daugîters.
She dcsired to have the goierness ai once : thec girls should
îot bc a day more than was absoiuteiy necessary withoult in- 1
siruction and supervision ; and she had only parîed with the 4
reîrîîîg precepiress on the rnorning shc started for town. Shei
iad wrttcn, and tciegraphed, and advertised in half.a-dozefl
of the best papers, and il seenied to hier that she must gel the i
very suocrior young lady she rcquired on the instant ; that
she woîid lbe able ta order her carniage, drive round, and un.
terview saine, and desire othere ta cati open lier-ïn short,
have the wholc affaur settled, and the school-roorn routine bc-
gun, within *lie lew following days.

Gel a governess she wouid, and gel one of whoin she could
say, IlSuch a treasure, rny dear I"at aiternoon teas, sil was
lier intentiion to do.

WVould Miss Mluriel Kent fulfil thîs latter requtircniu'nit?
That was the question. Miss Murîel Kr-nt had flot very intincli
ta say for herself.

hI was clear that she bad neyer licen ta any place where
it was a Ilscore " ta have beco. She badlot studied niusit
at Leipzig, nor languages at Paris ; she had flot even gradu-
aied i Newnhami, nor at Gren. Neither did Lady Ilarlow's
ncw applucant refer te any di.-nitary of the Chîîrch or Siate as
a backer and supporter. A very modest referente was made
ta an unknown lady, and a very simple list ni qualifications
was drawn up.

Nevertheless, L-idy Harlow coutld nol disnîiss thle idea
(rom lier mmnd that this was the person of whoim she was tii
searcli, and at length, in an unwonted fit ni irrationality, she
came to adecîsion. For once she would att upon impul;e.

I will sec bier before 1 sec anyone else," she resouved.
"At leasî 1 tanti ht sec Miss Mluriel Kent ; and if she seems

as thougli she would suit, then 1 shaîl be savedl tht troubue ni
interviewing althese others." Ilaving arrivcd at whiclt con-
clusion, tht speaker rapîdlv îndted a few lunes, appended the
direction, I Miss Muriel Kent, Hope Road, Addison Read,
WVest Kensngona t" i thouglit ail Kensington was ' West,"'"
murmured she, as she dîd su), and ringing the bell, she then
despatched the footman ta the nearest pillar box, witlt injunt-
tiens te look whicb clearance the note wouid lic in lime for.

IlReally ber hand is very like my cwn," observcd Ludy
Harlow, as she took up the young stranger's letter once agaîn.
"lI do hope Miss Muriel Kent wïll do for me ; for if ibere is
one tlting 1 tare for more tban another it is elegani penman-
sip.",

Even the dusty labyrintbs of %Vest Kensington worc saine-
thing ni a cheerful aspect on tht briglit May day in question
Even the air, which later in the ye.lr would grow tealac op-
pressive, and the sunlight which would becomne a glare, were
tool and pleasant, w hile couniless ittle rows of trees put forth
their weaiih cf buds, and a sprunkiung of pale green met' the
eye ai evcry turfi.

in the windcw oclone oi the smallcst bouses in the neigli-
bourhood sat îwo girls, hall in, haîf oul. Thus îhey had lacen
sitting for somne litie lime, and it was apparent that a waich
oi somne sort was being kept. Every fcw minutes ont or cîhi!r
vznuld stretch hier neck ta its furthcst possibt lengîli, and
strain ber eyts in a given direction ; and cery now and
again the ont who did se woîîld exclaim ";I 1sce him-h amn
sure 1 de 1"I with a suddcn eagerness, which as kuddenly
would expire wiîb a sign of disappointnient. "lhI wasn't him
aller ait."

Ai length, howtver, il .appeated as though sutcess were
really about ta crown patience and endurance. "lHe reaily
is comning naw 1" observed tht samie speaker, with an atir of
breathless satisfaction. IlHt is pepping ini and ou-and
popping every moment ciostr te et. Posîmen 'caver tht
ground quickly ; I mest say that for thew. There Ile pop%
ciiiagain! Htis cnly t«opops away from us ncw, moher,"'
ta a lady who sat ai work withie. "*Are't yon excited,
niother 1' 1 tellyvoi tht poiîy is enly two-now ht is ouiiy
ont away I-ht will lit lire immediaey "-the syllabies dicid
(rom the speaker's tongue-" 'ht-be-Oh, Mune,)ie is actu-
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ally comirîg 1 I cried site, slipping off the window.seat and
flying round te the front door. Tite afternoon posînliau was
indeed ascending the outer doorstcps.

IlPdor M1%argy, shte is se sanguine 1 " snled and sîghed
the girIls mother, whose needie had nlot paused for a montent
meanwhie. Il ecause the postinan cones shte is convinced
bce brings a letier for you-and slhould there be a letter for
you, shte wilI bc positive t is fron Lady Harlow-and if it is
from Lady Harlow, shte wili look tupon your engagement as a
matter nf course."

I know," said Muriel, gently. Poor girl 1 shte kncw only
ton Weil.

Il Sil, mother," ste hesiztted-then rnurnired, Il i is gooil
always to hope ; if %ve lose hoite, we lose ail we -have left,
Margy hclps us both "-

Sonthing aiminst lîke a screanm fron without litre mide
the speaker break fil short. The front door hall shuit. the
postnian had pattered down the steps ; ini flew Margy, îith a
large square envclope ini lier hand.

IltIl s--it is 1 " were ail ihec words for which site had breaili.
"New, Margy, nîy chid," renionsrated Mrs. Kent, faitîy

siniling, "*youi are only preparing a disappountmeutt for yout-
self, and think how many we have had aiready 1 Be reason-
able, dear child. Sec, you have made poor Muriel quite paie.
It s ton bad te throw yourself inio this wild state ; and you
kuîow hnw il will be if, after ail, tîtere is nothing to bc dis.
tracted about."

«- Open it-open i 1 " cried Margy, stili on the tiptne ni
expectation. Il If I annet to be dîsîracted, tell me qUiLkly .
let me know that it is ail over-that Enton Square wull haic
no dealings with Hope Road-that Lady Harlow lias got an-
other governess. Blesa me, if site has, site lias written enougli
about it--three sides nf a sheet, anîd '-suddenly sobered,
witil the tone of lier whole volte altered, Margaret Kent sio
motionicss on tue spot where she had been dancing upl and
down before, whle te the exuberance of lier previnus spiris
ihere sîîcceeded a husit nf alinost petrified suspense.

Is t-ail over? Il she iitercd, huskily, nt last. Il Muriel,
you mïght just say if it is ail overi Or-or what ? "

Il Ils net 'ail over '-certainly flot ail over-as far as i
can make ont; but il is so ncoherent and iliegible " -- ponr
Lady Harlow 1-" 1 wïli try and rend il aloud," said Muriel,
whnse coinur wns nnw coming and goïung fast- "Listen, cîcar
miother, ticre really is soinethingk in this. Il is front Lady
Harlow."

('l Of course wve knew that, front Margy, in parentiesis.>
IlAnd site says site lias innunuerable applications"
(Margy, irrepressibly, "Site s weicoine te îhenm ail",

*But shte landies that 1I may suit lier in somne ways betier
titan the rest," proceeded lier sister, lonking on, 'l and-oh,
dear nie! what us ail this about ? 1 cannot make out thîs
surawling hand. Il looks pretty, but it is most dîffirult to
rend. Soimethtrq about a French mistress, and their own
music master. Sie gocs nto t ail, nther, and shte requires
at versonal interviewv ; and oh dear I1Glh, Margy! lïstq!n in
thîs "-reading-" ' Can you possibiy cali thîs evenung be.
twecn five and seven 'clock ?' Oh, Mlargy ! what a blessing
ny bonnet s 1irit n -tte

Margy %vas a- solenn as an owl.
41Weil ?" exclairned lier sister, looking tipi whle a% soft

tadiance overspricad a check whicli was scarcely se rounîd andi
youtliful as il should have been. I~li, dear? Yeti sec ii
lias con-at lasi. Mother, it lias cone at last."l

The next moment, witiî a iurst of tears, Muriel Kent luat
thrown herself on lier knecs beside the littie horsehair sofa,
and hidden her face in hier moîher's lap.

Margy glanced atilier sister and walked te the windotr
but shte saw notliing as she stood there, and did nlot know ihat
site was trying te hum a tune.

(7o le coainued.)
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The Churcli of Scotland conmenced a mission on the
Sirt Highlands, in the vicinity of Lake Nyasba, in Essi
Central Africa, in 1875. The tîrst seven yea's were years et
pioneering. of trial and of disappointment, but the sced was
flot sown un vain, and n->w tbey bave a flourishing mission ai
Illantyre, anîd a churcli building which niight be a catlhedrai
building in London or New York.

The building was erected by fonds speciaily contributeid
for this puipose. It was huilt front the plans cf Dr. l>avid
Cleinent Scott, the missionary in charge, erected by Irce na-
tive labour, and dedicated 'May Io, iS-)i. The wbole lengtb
of tht Church is io5 fcet, the breadili front aisle wall 10
aisie wall îhirty ecet, and the heigbî te the crest of tht roof
thirty-seven leet.

hI is lite a miniature cathedral, wiîb bcautifui apse, done
doîîble.îowered west front, and many graceful adornments.
Tht natives baked tht bricks, made the lime, le-wed thet
tîmber, and did evcrything that a skilled labourer i homt
wouid do. Ail the maxeruals were fouend on thec spot, e11:p'
the internai fttings, the glass and somt'portioes of the rooIý
ing. It is said te be the handsonmest church in Airica, and
cest 55,c00. Tht windows are mostly meemorial windows of
stained glass, anud mosi nf the fttings wert presented. Iià
the first permanent church in Central Africa.

Tht churcli is Ilolien crammed and people ouiside'A
schooi is maintained with overthrec hundi-td pupils, nianv c
thtse being sons of chicis.

Tht pupils are enîirely under tht care of tht niisionit-
ses, and se much do the lads like the life they lead that tbri
often spend their hoiidays at Bllantyre instead of gdoi
home. Thteniissicnaries are thoroughly practical Ir---
They icach tht youths bandicrafis of ail kinuas, as well 351
educat their lastes and their nmoral sense. Engiish izamts
art in vogtue. Many of the pupils -when ibty leave, build
good bouses for ihernseives ln thte eighhourhood of BIu
tyre, unarry ort wife, and otberwise show that ibeir tii1ii
bas latnte t some purposc. Among tbe-young mie MV


