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IIastot anb Veope
AN E VEA'JNG PRA YER.

My Mlaster, help Thou me 1
The holy presence of the night draws near,

Fiies swift away the passion of the dav
Amid the shadows stealing gray and drear,

I kneel and bit my restless soul to pray.

My Master, help Thou me!
rhou know'st this life of mine; 'tis flot to-night

A crusbing load of bitter grief, nor mete
0f joy too full for my poor spirit's might

I bring, in prayer, to lay at Thy dear feet.

My Master, help Thou me!1
Tbe daily press of littie cares, the cross

0f smaiiest plans to bear ; the grace of heaitt
That checks the fitfui speech to gain, and loss

To freely count al :hings from Thce spart.
-A'e-w Yok Observer.

GOLDEN GRAIN BIBLE REA DING.

BY REV. J. A. R. DICKSON, B.D., PH.D.

THE POSITION 0F THE CHRISTIAN BEFORE GOD.

Key text: Ephes. ii. 13.
Wbat is involved in this ?
1. As to the past : 1 In Christ," 2 Cor. V. 17 ; Gal. vi. i5
" Quickened," Ephes. ii. i.
"Sin forgiven," i John ii. 12 ; Ephes. i. 7.
Il. As to the present :
No condemnation, Rom. vii. 1, 33, 34.
Reconciled, Col. i. 21.
Adopted, Ephes. i. 5, 6.
Irn covenant relations, Heb. x. 16, 17.
Biessed witb ail spilituai blessing, Ephes. i. 3.
Fellowship, Heb. xii. 22, 24.
Seaied, Ephes. i. 13-
111. As to the futuré
Heirs of God, Rom. viii. 17 ; James ii. 5 ; Luke xv. 31.
Mansions, John xiv. 23.
With Christ, John xvif. 24.
Reigning, 2 Tim. ii. 12 ; Rev. v. 9,10o.

711E INTERNATIONAL MISSIONAR Y UNION.

Dr. John L. Nevius, who lately preached in Toronto, bas
the following communication in the current quarter's issue of
the Presbyterian and Reformed Review :

The annual meeting ni the International Missionary Unin
was beld in Chlfon Springs, N. Y., <rom June io to the 16th.
A year ago tbe Union met at Ciifton Springs by invitation,
for the first time. This year, in response to another invita-
tion, it met tbere again. The meetings were held in a raew
building called " The Tabernacle," recentiy erected in a
beautiful grove on the Sanitarium grounads. This structure is
spacious, weil ventiiated, and bas a seating capacity for Soo
persons, easily increased by additiorai seats to more than 6oo,
Its acoustic properties are adrnirable. It was formally opened
on tbe evening of July 9, and put at the disp osaI af the Union
whenever required, witb the generous ineitation from Dr.
Faster td make Clifton Springs the permanent place af the
meeting of the Union in the future, the members ail being
bis guests for the week, which invitation was gratefully
accepted.

The raumber of missionaries preserat was ninety-orae. They
were mainly rom tbe various missioraary societies of tbe
United States, wbile a few came from Canada anad Europe.
The missionary fields were represented as follows : Iradia, fif.
teen ; China, thirteen ; Japan, twelve ; Turkey, eigt ; Af-
rica, seven ; Burmab, seven ; Siam, five Korea, tbree ;
South America, three ; Central America, two; Northwestern
America, two ; Australia, twa ; Italy, two; Mexico, two;
Syria, twn ; Hawaiian Islands, two ; Malaysia, one ; secretar-
ies, five ; candidates, two.

The week was found ail too short for a consideratian of
the many subjects which claimed attention. The sessions
were occupied with the study of the Scriptures and prayer,

their poýts ; and, above ail, in the narne of our blessed Lord,
wlo bas'carnmissioraed the Church ta disciple ail nations,
make this appeai ta the Churches which wýe represent.
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We have fallera upon a time ai great privileges anad re-
sponsibilities. The prayer ai tht Churcb that Gad would
opera tht world ta Christian effort impiied a pledge and pro-
mise an tht part ai the Church ta perfarm ber duty as tht
way migbt be opened.

At the preserat time warld .wide appartunities and the pos-
session by the Churcb ai mena and means adequate ta world-
wide efforts, give ta aur Lord's command ta evaragelize the
nations, an emphasis and urgency hitherto unparalleled.
Ordinary consistency and sinctrity, as well as iayralty ta
Christ, gratitude for aur distinguishing mercies, compassion
for tht many millions ai Gad's lost cbildrera, a sense ai per-
sonal iradebtedness ta them, anad tht fear ai incurring God's
dispieasure and the withdrrawal ai His Spirit from aur home
Churches by neglect or delay ira tht discbarge ai preserat
duty, conspire ta awake us ta immediate action, and ta such
action as shah ira some good degret be cammerasurate with
aur obligations.

We therefore request and beseech aIl pastars arad teachers
ta seek, by tht prayerful study ai God's Word and a familiar
acquairatance witb tht condition and nteds ai heathen na-
tions, ta knaw more of God's will and aur duty with reference
ta tht world's evangelization, and ta teacb those under their
influerace tht relations ta tht whole world which are neces-
sarily impiied ira Christian discipleship, and tht privileges and
duties grawing out ai those relations.

We wauld craîl upon ail God's people, tspeciallv those who
are rich ira this world's goods, ta give ireely ai their substance
for tht tulargement and generous support ai every dtpart-
ment ai missianary work.

We recagnize witb devout gratitude ta God tht work for
Foreigna Missions whicb bas been accomplished by Waman's
Missionary Societies, Tht Student Volunteer Movement,
Yourag Men's Christian Associations anad Christiran Endeavaur
Societies and similar organizations, and we would urge ahi
Christiaras ta unite with us ira tht prayer that these argaraiza-
tians may be still mort abundantly blessed, and used ai God
for tht advrancemerat ai His cause ira tht future.

Firaally, witb a full conviction and realization ai tht utter
useiessness ai ail human efforts and pecuraiary gifts witbout
God's preserace and aid, we wauid caîl upon ail God's people
ta unite ira earnest prayer that tht Holy Spirit may bt
paured out an ail nations ; that tht Lord ai tht harvest may
choase and send forth tram Christian lanads, and iram canverts
ina uraevangelized lanads, maray labaurtrs inta His harvest ; and
that His kingdom may came and His wili be dont on earth as
it is ina heaven.

rHE VA UDOIS 0F THE FRENCH ALPS.

Yau know that the hstary ai tht Vaudois, that Israel ai
tht Alps, datts brack ta a remote periad, long before tht Rt-
formation. They were Protestants before Protestantism.
Their name cames probably from tht word Valdtrasis, signi-
fying irababitrants ai tht valley. At the present day there are
twa principal branches ai this large family: tht Italian
Vaudois inbabiting Piedmont, formirag in themseives a flour-
isbing Cburcb and tht Vaudois ai tht Frtench Alps, who are
united ta tht Reformned Church ai France. Let me tell you
samnething about these latter.

Tht French Waldensian Churches are bidden away
amangst thteievated and deep valîtys ai tht Alps ai Dau-
phiny. At these altitudes tht winters are long arad severe,
and nature is almost sterile. For eight manths in tht year the
graund is cavered with snaw, and tht thermometer gots dawn
ta twenty degrees centigrade below zero. Tht inhabitants
have thus anly four months ta cultivrate their fields. Rye
anad a iew potatots are their principal crops. They bave aiso
a ftw fiocks ai sheep and goats. At tht commencement ai
tht winter they bake their brtad for the whole season.
When tht snow cavers tht surface ai tht ground 50 as ta
barricade tht entrance ta tht bouses tht Vaudois shut them.
selves careiully in their stables ; tht animais aon ont side, the
iamily ara the other. Whilst tht mother spins tht wooh and
hemp for their rustic clothing, tht father becomes a shot-
maker, and makes shats for bis household.

acity, which is tht Prevailirag characteristic ai these moun-
taineers, tht inhabitants ai these cauntries were enabled ta
resist tht encraachments ai tht Romish Churcb, and have
remained faithiral ta tht Bible. From tht vear îaao these
Churches ai Upper Dauphiny (fivt centuries before tht Rt-
formation) formed tbemstlves irta an indeptndent Church
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anad broke definitely witb Rame, for wbich the CathJii*CS
have neyer pardoned them. From the twelftb ta the end of
the eighteenth century the bistory of the Vaudois or Waldtfl
ses bas been a long martyrology. Councils fuîminattd
against tbem decrees of deatb, anad bisbops aided iraquisitors
ira carrying out tbese decrees with pitiîess severity. TbCV
did flot content themselves witb immoiating a victimn befe
and there, they preacbed crusades against them and Pro-
ceeded ta wbolesaie extermination. Two ai these are nu-
fuily celebrated. The first took place in 1488, under King%
Charles VIII., the second in 1545, under Francis I. Let 'le
give you a short accourat of the first. fi

In 1488 Hugues de la Pallu, a lieutenant of the king, s
suddeniy upon the inhabitants af the valley ai Freissifliere
before tbey had time ta take ta fligbt, and massacred every
anc ta the very iast. From there he werat ta the valltY Of
Vailoraîse. Taken by surprise ia the midst of their worl4
the poor peasants fled witbout provisions or arms anad taak
refuge ira a large gratta. Hugues de la Pallu caused a quaD0
tity of pine wood arad greera branches ta be heaped up at tbe
moutb of the cave and thera set fire ta it.

The greater part died of suffocation from the thick, blalck
smoke, the others seeing tbemselves hopeiessly iost, tbfew
tbemselves down the precipices and were dasbed ta pi-cleO 0r

irigbtfully mutilated. Three tbousand persans, aO1s
whomn were faur hundred children, perisbed ina this bideaus
butcbery, and their corpses became the prey of the cagle "lad
the vulture. Their property was sold for the benefit Of the
inquisitors and the cleriy.

Since those days these vaileys bave been deserted by tbe
Vaudois. There are, bowever, a few stili left in the athof
valleys, who have passed braveiy tbrough the tWO greât
crises called the St. Bartbolemew (1572) and the revocatiffil
of the edict ai Nantes (16g5). Their churches migbt b'
pulled down or turned inta Catholic places of worsbip; the'
remaira true ta their faith.

The arguments of the Dominican and Jesuit missionarieS
sent ta try and convert tbem did flot avail ta shake their coo'
stancy any more than did persecutian. o n

At Dormilloux, tbe Abbe Toffret ater long years a I

cessant effort, was unsuccessful in turning a single Vaudois
from the faith ai bis fathers. One day, exasperated at bis
want of success, be addressed the foliowing discourse tO tbe

irababitants of this valiey : IlObstinate people of Dormlill0ux,
listera ta me!1 Wben 1 am at the gates ai bell, my cru'cîo
ina my hand, I shahl say ta you, Came, came, damned people

ai Dormilloux, there is room for you 1 " A littie later 8t tbe
Revolution the entire population came ta hîm in a bodY a 0d

addressed him as fllows: Il Sir Abbe, you bave beefi 1080
years arnongst us, you bave flot obtained any result, Y0u xij

flot obtain any ira the future. Abandon a post where the"'f

nothing for you ta da ; we will accompany you ta the foOt o

tbe mountain and there we will shake bands and part."d
was wbat ira tact be decided ta do some time after, andIls
the present moment the chapel be built is transiorraitd ' tO
a Protestant temple. The modern periad commenctd bCfOre
the ministry ai Felix Neff, that intrepid servant ai God "b'o
weli deserves the name ai the IlApostie ai the Upper AIPS'
and wbo evangelized these countries from 1823 ta 1827.

After four years ai incessant journeyings acrass the Ot
tains ira mast inclement weather he bad ruined bis heailtbo

but he bad obtained a magnificent revival which extend
even ta the Catholics. Obliged ta quit bis beloved pariS
ianers ta be nursed at Geneva,, he ceased flot ta keep Up

correspondetrce with them. The last letter they rcie

from bim was written by bis mother ; witb bis dyiflg aa
be traced bimself tbese two lunes, bis last farewell ta his e
laved flock : " Once more adieu my friends ai DarllîIO
and ai ail Freissiraieres. Witb my own band for tht last t'Ol
adieu tili we meet ira heaven."

If the eminent pastar wbose name 1 bave recalled 0 c

ceeded ira awakening souls, there was anc tbing he cauIld Oo
do, he could flot change the barrenness ai the sou nar tbe

severity ai tht climate. The Vaudois, thrust back by tMifr
persecutars irato the most inaccessible spots, only vegetaSl
miserably now on their ungrateful soi!. td b?

The work ai evangelization raeeds ta be suppleraln ,bof
one ai pbilanthropy. This was understood aiter the defer
Felix Nefi, and an Englishman, Mr. Freemaratie, and-1,

past. -Rev. A. Dec »~et, in New York Observer.
Ir y0POU

A NEGLECTJbCase nf cold i n tht head mnay Cost Y0i~
lute. %Vh rqthe risk whera Nasal Balm offers Yafl a
reliefiand ï aina cure. Sold by ail dealers. Try it.


