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cboicc ¶5ttcrature.
A PliVClITOWNI PAUPEA'.

cuAi'TEI1 i.- C'otiuied.

J im draws rein ni a sireet corner, and flic olti man slowly
and with difficulty dlesrendb trami lus perch. Jiim bands
himi his baskets.

IlThankee, Jim, tii3nkcc," hie says as lie taktes themi.
«I ain't a.gwinc ter furget yc for dat turn. I e loli me

pomw'ful., ï shudden 'a got up de long bill 'ta' ten o'clock,
seusin 0' yOu."

Jim bids hilm good.nîurning, and tums the collier ai a
brisk pace.

The oid basket maker wanders about among the shnps,
ofTering his warcs for sale ; but dte laies aie unpropitious.
Ilerc a suily Il Dun't %vant cny basket." and dite
a gibe nt flice uncouth %vorkmn:îship of hi- stock.
Therc are no buyers, and hie Lrows3 downhenrîed.

I lis throng-ti-ne %vii 'cms," lie says tu himself. in alto
logy for th<. many refusais hc lias met %vith ; "'dey nin't pot
no ledger minutes for ser stop for an ciut nigger, wid noîbîn'
but sî>iit baskets."

Se lie icaves flic business sîrcts, and sîrikes out ai asna.i's
pace for F--- Avenue. lie enters at nt flic area gaies,
and goes ta thie kitchen doors ; but his comiodities mieet
with no readier sale hitre than aiuîg lthe Chaps.

IlDe luck's agin me," lie says despondenti>'. as tlie fifilh
gale closes behind hini with a click, and the baskets stili
hang upon lus back. 111 raust ha' forgot ter nuake a cross.
mark dis mortain', when Dite>' caiicd nie back. L.alcs
iik'c 1 mauglit as well fling away dis yer rablii: foot. W'at I
been totilin 10 y pocket for îwo mont's, il don t 'pear ter
mak'e de luck no b.-t-er; an' nie an' Sank'l have ter ketch
another one, w'oî ain't nu graveyard rabbi:. I'm a gwine
ter try ane mia' place, an' den, ct dîtt<lot,': came fer noîbin',
iî'll bc a honugry day for Agg>' an' Sank and Dicey an' me

-teroiorter."

Tlie warso:h lias 'lied oui (rom about bis Icart, and the
cold is ctecpîing in thrugh the rents in bis garments, and
pinching lits withcrcd :lesli, and lrosting bis rheuniatic
boncs.

lie opens the next area gale. Il turns on its binnes with
a creak, wlt:ch he eclioes with a groan. Ilis knock ai the
kitclten entrante is feeble andi almost despairing.

"lConte in. Uncle," says the girl -.%ho opens the donr.
" Mis' blary, de man 'pears like lie mos' (trc. 1lc shakin'

jes de sanie as dc Icaves on dat aspum trc in de summenc
lime, oui d3r in de back yard."

The Ad baskeit.maler àtcps hesitatingiy ino the warmn
aimes ýllerc of thic snug kitclten, with bis burden on lis
shoulder, and looks timidiy about hlm.

IlI kim *tt sec et I cuddcn part wvid anc o' clese yer bas-
kets ter you, Young mist'is. Vuou'Il fine 'cm oneommon
bandy for chies an' things 'boul de place. Dcy ain't n:uch
for purty, diet s a fac', but dcy is plint'ly Coud an' sirog."

lie bows IDw ta flic ycung houscwife, %vite, withi skirts
îuckcd up undi drcss caverc4ý with a long cheeketi apran, is
standling by 'tlic kitchen tlle There are bundies of citron
aod pluma andi spices, andi measures of foeur and sugar, and
nmiers of eggs scatcrcd litre andi th.-re near hier; but hie
ses nothine but a pojssible customter. le is tiîinkiog of
flit filie girl, flhc Ican dog and the aid woman out in
Pinclitown.

"I donc bcen tryin' aIl de mornin', an' 1 ain'e got shet o'
nary utt yît. Dey dlozi* cas: but a quaiter, ani' dey's wuf
dant cf dey's %cul anytl:ing. Et you'il Lake civo, yc kin have
'edo for forty Cent-."

IlNis' May"interposes thc iîrisk cook, Il me don't
want no mo' blaskits. Dis yer bouse ls chuck full a' baskts
Do0w."

4'lse speakin' ter tle tnist'is, gai. 1 war n't otakin' no
remalks ter yru," says the ult in i.on a dignitiedl reb-ike ;
andi thet "mtsllts" iaughs. Toucheti nt the pat.hetic sigi:î
af the hetin figure andI the uncotvcrcd gra) bcari. sItc says :

-V'il buy ane o' ) our baskets, oncle. Take a scat hiy
the ite, and get watrm."

lus face bennms, and lie sayl
" Thankee, mist'is, ztnet'
lie makes lier another of Ili! c urJ> bows, nl casting a

glance of contempu a ic he l- who rceuins ;t with seorlttl
iniccsi, lie drames ncar tht ire. lie sità, tbert in silcnce foi
saine moments, andi watchcs the slirm figure bending aver
flht kitchen table. Shec is scelliez ratriris with nimblt
fiogers. A-, tht warmth of! tit: genisial tmosphcre perme.
atsues liebd), anti the fiaZrzrt anma of fr.uî. anti %:jices
fi.ls his nositiis, bis gool spiiii cuine back in ht. lie
lou.ks (rom lier ta tht table beflare fier ;and meuneries take
possesian of hise which hc Cannet fflrber cxprcsstng

IDemr dai rcmrates mc o' ,le ti"ic~. a! ' de mat, uver 0in
Tucl.a.hoe," lic says, andti ubs lits lîarny bandis together,
and smiles an apleIgc:.ic emiic; trmines nie o'tic aId days,
dat dey dots, youtig urnst'as."

She turns ta litr, andi says pleasanti>', "lAndsi y0enOt
camte tram Tuekiahot ?.'

Il Y'es, mrn.'* lie answc!'s proudiy. « I mi a Iasi Fer-
gaoyer quazy ni,e 1'om de ciun:> u' Albermnarle, net fui
i unm Linds2y's Turnuut, close soy icr O'e l3entsvoicycr.
Mantr's de day l'bc holjMî Agnes sceti de rais.ns fur de
Cis'mas jdtn' ai d%. -le v*,a' r, %hltch, de ihor'c
now fetehes dtm limres bacl. lt ine." b o c

Ila cycs have luit ilîcr ýunt..o& w&1, tht %cars, ot CISC
thtc cruwJliru; mcmviiea hund-à .a&a ft.mr nui.trî tht cagcr
inities, %%ii ith the Iourq %ç naa regards I.im.

I iuw aid )ou &ei si o a)a ftm )gîuirn -''

asirs.
Th=: white bandis arc noc longer biuy with tht ruîsi"s;

àlnd an cgg rclis off ile table, un-]i is srnafflt upon ihe
floow. She dccs no, lieed il, but stands there and loc1ks at
hlm, wiîh a ltalf-%mile on lier face. lie res dawn Pt tiec
raggcd hat wliieh hie bas flaîag u'con the fluaririear his chair,
andi tihs as lie answers

' ewar i! ' lirulc us ai tîp, young misliaL 'Twas a
fine taie place one i ntlimas, wid plenty o' niggers, plenty

o' hosses an' stock an' pige, Plenty a' vitiles on' clo'cs,
plenty c' cvvylbing. Blutde niggers was sot fiee; de sas.

barns an' de stables an' de tentes 'es' natch'il' drappedte 3r
pies ; Mlars' Jens. lie donc gaI kcilt in de war; aIe mars-
tcr sort a' las' bis srip coter thirlç, 'long a' missin' Young
ats' jecuns, wh'icf lie sot me' sta by in dan~ ait %e '»oys;

aid nîisî'is and Miss Agiles, dey tuk 'W' wen oce arter de
Louther ; ail o' de balance o' dc young miarsters, dey married
ai an' reffgccd away ; an' Mars' Jeem's littl' girl an' me
an nîy aie 'oman was ail dat was ic(' an de plantatiion
Z idarsien, 'scusin de aIe hyars an' de pail'udges. Den lic
tuk, 'n' 'ccasded, an' dey 1dm an' sole de oIe place
aut, an' Icerried de little mistias awvay. Nie an' Dice), jes'
slippcd aver dis aide a' de mount'în, whar my son Bill1 was
a.workin'; but Bill1, hc's donc gone now, uwo ycar conîc
nex' spring.",

She bas drawn nearer ta bium as hie spca<s ; andi as bis
volte falters with the elasing wortis à! bis story, she lays
lier liant i i)l upon the raggcd shouider.

Unl*wlo, she says.
!MaIl" lie ariswers, and looks up ai bier, statîci; nn

wontiering. Il bas 1een ian>' Yeats since sucli a h:an i as
îouchcd liii. IL rt.'innds bum ai Tuckahoc even more fihan
flic raisins itati donc.

"I1 have gruwn out of your mcm.,ry, Uncle N'ewton, as
your face lias passeti oul of mine."

Ucis puzzlet. lie don ot untienstanti wiat shc means.
lic passes bis liand across bis forelheat, as if îrying ta
reici ber.

Il I is sixteen years sis'ce I used ta ail an your kcer, andi
lucar you tell tlie staries about tlie fax and the rabbit.
Don't you recoîleet dht big wbcels andI tht littie whecls'-
1 R uu, little 'Frairi, run, 'la' big 'Fraid kctch you '"she

says, andi smiles ai bimi witb ltsr in lier eyes.
IBress me, et il ain't littie Mfary 1Il" lie says, as lie riscs

ta bis feed. "lOh, banc>', il jintiy daes de oie nigger's
eycs godc ter look at yc I An' dat pur:>'. fou i As plîrl>
as MNis' Agnes. an' de spittin' image of bier 1 "

But the giad cyes canoot look ai bier long. Ta bide the'
mists tliat galber 10inr bcm i sloops, andtiemtkes a foolisli
feint of scarcbing for bis bat upon the floct. The cook,
consumeti with jcalousy. saYS:

IlDar's ycr bat nex' tcr yer foot, ci %lats wbat yer buntin'
for l '

lie dites nlot hecar bier. Lifting bis heati again. lie says
W~el ! uneil i Mlars' Jeem's little Mis' Mlary 1"I Then,

with a sense cf humiliation in bsving failed ta recagoize bier
at first sighî, be gas; an: "I jes' sorter 'spicioneti you was
kin ta saime a' oi wbite folks, mist'is, when I tus' baoker!
ai yc, an' ecred >'e say 'barîkits." Dieey, site gwine ter
be jes' as crazy as a June>' bu;,, wbcn sbc fine oui I donc
seIl littie Mlis' Mlary."

cIliAn'R fil.

XI is late in the a(' 'rnoon at Pinchtown. The [rosi in
île snow lias losi iss e ilkle, for the sun is daun. But ilie
chli of the winter day is eserywlere, andi the (rosi pendants
still ban g tram flic caves of the cemecter>' cottage. The
sn0w bis flint ail day long have beco bapping about in
seareb cf foad bavec given op the quest. and arc naw bud-
dîcti tagether, witli their heads in Iheir feallers, in the
thicl, uf tle thorn bushes.

The Pinchtown l'auper is just qellir.g home. The bas-
kets which lis "yaung Mlis' %-ary ' bas baugh: were cniy a
smail portion cf bis stoc!:; andi the sumt a! mnoncy tht>' bave
s'ieided wilI nat lceep the woif frait the dont ver>' long. But
" hait a laaf is liciter 'lu no breati." lie says, and lie teels
cbeciier lian if bie were returning Io bis cabin prniîiicss.
lie ducs not kncw flint silice lis visit tu Il Mtars' Jecins
da'jghter" blis cupboarti bas grown tuIler than tor Years;
andti uat a bamper cf ciothir. and a waggor.boati cf cut
unaod bave been put aut at bis havel in bis absence. Thte
tact chat the r.eighbcurs bave cuaime and siareti ai tht un-
%,.onted sight, anti cativassed i amang iheiscves% andi mith
.'eggy andi Diccy, is iikewîse unk-oown ta bien. lie wauid
doubtlc's havc laugbed alauti, co'td~ lie have atoor! therc
unobserveti, anti heard Diccy tell h hcî ail that it was
Ilconjur' work." IL wcuid bâve licent na bard matter for
liai ta bave guessed who the conjurer was.

ho tht îecantiiac bc is tirawing rar home. lHt tan
sec a brigbt iigbtin thei narrcw back windaw af bis tabin,
and is frettcti nt Diccy's extravagance io having sucb at
blaze wben the slaek of fuel is se low.

IlDrt font oIe 'aman is al'ays a pesterin' acter mc 'bout
makin' baakits an' makin' hask-t's, 'twei I dont got sick a'
de vcr sight a' baikits, iet alonte makin' cf 'em,-atnt nouw
je' looA at bier ! Donc gant MlJnle op a greai big fire out'n
<le lats chunk ai de woodpilc, an' I ain'î sole but îwa basIiîs
ter day. She mua' 'spet' mec ter steal ridera off le de wur
rum-tcnec for tel kecp bier warm thîs winter. 'Wiîmen
folks is cur'us a-ittecrs, anyhcw; an' Dite>', she ali gat nt)
nare sense'i a mule's bune îrg, no way ycu fix il."

But is heart is su foul cf bi& zcent metinsg with young
Mias' Mlary ihat he soon forgets D:cey's rcckiecssneass. liena
raeking bis brain for fit words in whicb ta convey ta bier
andi ta Aggy bits conception cf!flht greai bcatu.y anti renfle-
ness anti goadncss o! Mars' Jcem's daugh-.cr.

IDon't lock like netnc a' dicta liece salley tolks. dàt
ycunc 'ciao don't, naun. I jes' 'spicioncti aIe camne
f'om aver de mount'ing £000n as 1 pot my e.cac an ber. Step
wit iber beat i ~jcs'de sunie as aIe mist l-. Ain'i nopa'
wnhite trasb lovez yer Un ltch dat bret c'Tuckab"cst
Sk.n fintz'r satin an' wbiicr' dat snaun. Eyez 31hînin' like
iIcsitrs indeccIcmcnýs. Desc3,er nigrers ihin-s oIc Newt*
ii. ign'u.ii an' don't know nathin', but howsomcdtver la' dant,
my> white folkr 'as higli-op white folks. 1 rlant tale yc 1"

On the right cf tht nsrw rad, wiiebs cul sharpl>'
inoa the side o! the great bill. a bigh bank tcwcrs up, anti
hoge rocks.jut out abcvc it. Tbc banik is preit>' cnruigh in
sommer, wlb its tangi- cf wilrl houc)scek'Ie and its green
undergrawthà of hardly chinc9pin bushes Bot iiaw its rocks
arc capped] «iib snaw, an~d fice stunteti ccdais bere andi
ibere ol>' lerve ta accentoate lis barene Is Xis where tbe
quartiers werc, st warl yesuerdsy.
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On flie lefi, down a stccp dechivit>', yaw'is a leak valt>'.
Thetiops of ils girdieti piale'trees, ta maise iheit gauni
whitîe arms like spectral tlaings, <la nat reacli the level (if the
rondi abos'c; andti he faite of tlic valle>' is covereti witiî
vines andi sinuous uodergraî"lli, andi linitstone lînuiders ci
desalate gray, andi rouîing loygs, aIl lîltn brneai flice drilîcrh
socuwý, asa fat as thîe liutt btsalich wit, 'its trasto petits.

The oId tuan, truuhging aioog in flic gaihiering glooni,
maves wiîlî more caution has the nigbi cotes sàwiftly clown,
anti shudrk'rs %vitli a vague superstition as lic n1 îjuoaciîes
the lonc>' spot. le knows the star>' of the ncc-ieni fit
is salti ta have liapjentd îirre vents ago. nut believes that
tht glosis <if the man anti womin wlio ment over the preci-
pice lit stormy> night stihi liatnt the place.

The noise oh a iieavy rusltiig lioti>, teariog tbraugh the
vines anti underizrowtb of the batik ahove, niakçs coîti chuls
sue d',wn bis back, andI lus eVe'lialls distend with terrer.

IlNussey. Mlusse>' 1 " he siiuieks, as il crashes clown
bcfare liii. anti stops, hugu anti dark anti îisshapen in
the rad hiedi at bis ct, midwvay tlic narraw track.

Io ithe direction of Pinchtawn lie bears tbe ringirig ai
sieigh-belhs ; anti gazing with ancre intenîne, ai flic myste
rittus objeci in front ai i, it ses tîtat il :a a liuge liant
stone ckci, looseoti frain its p)!acc ian thie lîilsidc by the
workmen cf ycster<lay.

Il Dal siciul givin ter run over dis yen rocls'. cf I IcI it
hitre, an' dant ain'î no ~IelibIc for a crooked-tback aie nigger
bite: me ter lucit dlown tuto de boiloni."

hic ailenipts ta ove it, but it remains unslaken.
IlEf deui folks colns agio dis ven ibing, it's a'gwine ter

fling 'cm inter de hoiirsw, an' Ian' 'cm ahi in kingdr.m-earnc,
aný dat's pint'ly a fc.

Hc pauses, atnd litens to the btils.
"'Uniph ldat scîigh dun't 'rei 2c 'lavas a gctiin' no

doser. Lord !jt-s' s'pose dai's <1cm dar twa harnis; out a-
takin' a sîcigli-ride dis dark nighî ! I ruther git de palier-
rollets acier me, 1 tell ye lYs yer aifl't n. phace for oIe
N'ewton, sita '

Th,- saunJ cf the belîs, e'ra Jirg nearer, rcassures hlm.
IDem nin'l no sperrit-beils. I 'spect's dar's live folks

in dat sicigli; an' me'îbc 1Ijcs' betier sit boitc an' waiî fon
'em. Ef 1 gocs to'ds 'cm, de>, îuught pass me in de dark,
denu dan sit:îgb-helIs makes sicb a everlastin' racket."

île tae ia upon the fallen boulmer, ini the dark'
aess ; but hie is far tron comiortabe. Tht blooti muves
slowly i0 his veins, andi tht chili in tht air as nippînr. But
bis moral courage v'axes slroog as flie sltigh draws nearer,
ant ie faits into ci salilaquy :

"4Dis yer's a mighty bad plate in de roand. h don't sec
houn camte white folks ain'l gos ou better aenqe 'n ter go
make a roand inter de bilsi'ie, like dis. nobow. Et I hatiden'
jea' bappeneti 'long 'bout dis peruieller Limie, dite dat two
nie harnts 'uti 'a batil sane freh 'uns ter Lkeep 'cia coropan>'
<lis night, sho !Il' [le passes lis hanti over the rough etiges
of thic rock an which hie is seateti. anti continues: " Dis
yer rock 'cd 'à.lung a tc'.lioss waggon ani'team overboard,
lct alune a Yankee lumper."

The slcigh is ncar ai bandi, ant ihe stands up ta haîlco.
But the 'jangle of the beîhs drowns bis Cali, anti the sîcigu
conmes on. le steps nearca the batik un his rigbs, ta catch
the car ai thte driver, anti cais again. hu is ver>' dark, anti
bie Canneat distinguisît flic cullines o! the horsts ai tIc>' np-
proacb. Then ltre is the sounti o! anothtr rusbiog baultier
tram Lbovc hinu. I conmes lîurîhing down in the patb ai
the anet almeati> fallen ; and i0 a manient aId Newton lies
sorel>' wountied andi Iîîccding in the highway.

Tht hansec haIt suctiienl>', rear uî> snarting, andi stand
wiila trembîing linub. anti dilated nostrils.

lis occupants tutti tit %lcjglà as Lest tict> cao in the dark'
ness, anti, takang flht olti man up gcnti>', luit hîm, nid drive
bie, au his own requcst, tflich cabin in Piothtawn. te
whicb lie directs îbem. 1lis voace is falot antI unnaturai.
ant ibe spek ve>hile. TIc>' place itim on the raugit
bzd , ard th %rug oman m.tose lire lie bas saveti, benti-
ing over liii wilb unspeak-abie pli>', secs bis face In the
laglit of tuie fliekcning fine, andi says

-Il is Uncie Ncwtan.."
lie lits tree ver>' quietî', v. neun bianlet over bau

abant lias conte [roi lier liaouse . City' this morning, andi

look% up ai bier wiih dumb, staiia,: eycs tIai bcbng tht tears
te bier awo. hie hears bier liualianti sa>, ItI was nra awtuî
accid ent, Ma-ry," ant ila dawns upon hien by degreecs tiat àt.
unas Mas dcmstauglitr who was in that slcigh. A,- faint
smilc fils across tlie worn features, ant ibe wbispers.

I kep' 'c Vo'ai gain' over de batik, 'Mis' Mr.
The startr.g cycs close, ant ihe nioves resuiessl>. Ilii

mind as avec in ruckahoc.
IDem lilac leshts b> (je ecabin g.ne is gcttin' rmons*.u.

big , an' de ehesnui-trcc s le'cliîncr ur inter de sl>."
Outxile the havel, an the Il I.g rua'.,' an urchin, uncjn

sciu,.s cf tiat tragcdy watlin bîas fired a cratkt:. TIc
uunled mai. ahifîs bas pausattn qaaitkly, and s:arls up.

li i w'aidat?"1
"hî's Une' le'es luni a's'nactîn' popcnackcrs for Ciîs

mas," sobbs Aggy, with bier fate liatiten in lier apran.
Sank gels op trant 'as place ce front ai flic face, ant i as

lits almost buman eycs upon tht grcup about tht lied.
"h1ulio't dti val a.dnawan lie carks o'n dc shampagne

bolies in de daoe"-room ai oie marster's.' tht suierer says.
Ves, salit cunmin' sali dat terreek> i'
Tht voice is on a liagh Ice> nette, anti Dîccy shrieks,

"Salie hlm! lita.- out'n lic heati wnic de taLer."
-"Ole bcrli, i gues an in bts, ravang, I koow as

h»u îi's agio de la* for de nîggcrs ter l'are ter read an'
write, an' dat Jar amn'. nu ma' targaibin fur dat dan dai as
ci dem pattccroilers kechebs 'cm out acter niglit."' The tondes
of lits voice grass softer. "lBut I aîn'î afeameti 0' Yeo, UIe
mitrster. 1 neyer warited nothin' wid dem ]cttera n' a. h.
abis 'scusin' ter reand de Goati Book, tnramer ; and Iittle
Aggy, shc was a-hc'ping de aie niggcr tcr 'seap_ t'ai de
banditige o' sin. 1 I.'iows y-en ain't a-gwint fer b'ar clown
toc bard an mne. l'se 'lcongd ter vau scnce de day I c'ani
iememter, an' ýc aio't fitvver yct laid ycr fini' l"s weighi
enter mc. I atn't, aufraiti 10w. hlse wotked or Yeu. an'
sias'ed for yco, an' laveti Yen an' ail My> sathar white
faols",-


