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te varlous congregatians af thie Cliarc!. 's mare sys-
lenintic andt beîter orgnnizeti. This il iotîa matter
for scli.canipl.-cency, but for tievotit thankiuinessi ilint
tht grace ofiliberatit>' 15 bcbng developeti.

Ant important decision rendereti b>' the Caimnittec
will generail> y b regardedias wa rtlayaofatipt ion. In-
steati o. n fulli t..cetitig ai the Conmittec every six
inontis, it lias been ticcitict ta ince once a year in
the mnnî of M arci and ta appoint an executive comn-
mxitec. Titis will ettect a large saviiîîg bath in lime
anti mont>', andt there is not the slighîcst reason ta
icar tbat tht business wili bc less cfficientiy transcted.
Tht exccii.m appointeti includes Dr. Cocbhrane, Con-
vener; Mn. %V.irden, Secrctatry,: Drs. Laing anti Camip.
beil, anti Messrs. Robertson, Moodie anti '.acdonnel.
Tfli business ability andi nissionary zeai oi these
braîbren are rccognizeci throaghout tbe length andi
breadîli oi the Clîurcli.

CIIRIS TIA N A CTI '17Y.

Acnîviîn' is onrte ai tht dtiînguisltîng characternstics
ai thie Cliurcli at tht prescrit litne. She lias taot ta
contenti witlî spccial and tiîrcatening dangers front
wiîhout. Therc is lia present cncroachnient b>' lac
Siate ta hc apprellendcti. No violent canlroversy
causes internai disturbance and alanm. Site us fret ta
act, andi lier activit>' is more arket andi energetic
than whicn tocs' -tenaceti fron wîthout and dissensions
rageti within ber pale. Scarcel>' ever in lier bistor>'
diti tiat Churcli enja>' sucia favoarale cîrcuistances
for tht prosecution ai tbe special wc «rk with wliich site
is enitisteti. Tat %vork is ta evangelize tht worlti.
Clîristians cannaI enjo>' spiritual bealth andi pros-
pcrity if the>' onl>' testre ior ttiernstlvcs a pratractcd
scasan ai reccptivit>'. Givmng andi receiving are re-
ciprocal.

As eviticnres ai an incrcasing sense of responsibil-
il>', we sec in vigarous operation under tht fostering
care anti guidance ai the Church, varions agencies
aclîieviuig large rtsalîs, wvbach in farimer tintes were
sc.ancely tîtauglît oi. Tht Sabbatlh schoal, the tein-
lierance neforniation, missions, Home anti Foreign,
spedcal efforts ta aîct thie îvants ai aulcast and neg-
lecteti cliiîdren, Chiristian tvork among soldiers and
satilors, carr>.pg the Gospel miessage tai tue inniates
ai prisons anti lospitals anti city shams, foiloaîng
armies to battle-fielIds, andi numetaroas other fornts ai
benciceu, Christian activily have cante int pronîl-
nence uitbin tbe incnîary ai people naw living. These
are nat ncw discaveries. The main prtnciples under-
iying thcm, andi the motives acîuating tht Claurcb to
engage in thein are as aid as Christian.rii t>. The>'owe
their anigin ta the teaching ai Christ andi Hi% Apostles.
'rtey'are the necessary metant ai a living faitb an
tht Retiecîner ai man.

Tht marvellous resulîs fiowing frorp these warks ai
iaitlî anti labours ai love, are a maniiest token tbat
tht>' reccive te scat ai the Divine approvai. Tbey
are in the strict line ai Chiristian duty, anti therefore
blcssings niay bc confident>' expecteti. Gratifying
.as are thcse evidences ai woarkang for the 'Master, it
woauld be a seriais nilstake ta anake tbemt a grounti
for vainglonious boasting. That would only bc an in-
dicationoaiunrealit>' antiinsincerit>'. Al genuiite ac-
tivit>' oriffinating in Christian lave is seli-denying.
Abncegation is an inseparabie accompaniment, as wil
as -a condition, ai success. The best anti grtatest
ai Chîristian workers bave been in generai tite ieast
sclf-sceking.

Checring as are the nuanerous instances ai a living
anti wcrking Christianit>', it is flot ta bc assumeti thnt
il lias yrl reacheti ils full development. Viewcd
either in relation .to te vast latent rcsaurce.s ai the
Chaurch, or ta the work ta be donc, it is oanly yet in ils
infane>'. There has been sufficient to show that there
is a work for each anti for ail wbo profess ho foliaw
Min whta tenî about continual>' daing gondi. Tht
goond donc at home anti abroati invites ta more zealous
anti sustaincti effort tai obe>' the commandi: IIGa ye
into ail tue tvonit anti preaci lte Gospel ta cver crea-
tare.",

Inviting spheres ai Christian usefulness are ex-
panding everywhere. These cail not onl>' for more
labourers, but for marc systematic busbanding and
arganizing tht nîcan nt tht Churci's disposaI. Titis
dots tnt necessarily ianply the multiplication of con-
1gregationrtl and oat.er miachinMr, bat the atiliziaîg anti
perfecting of that already in existence. Tht more
periectl>' poiscdl anti atijusteti il is, the mort smooth
anti efficient ib its working. Side by side th ibis

diligence in Christiant activil>', there itast ho tîte
grawtb anti maintenance ofin truc anti healîby spiritual.
it>'. The hiffiter te tint ai truc piet>' in lte sont,
thie mare efficient anti blesseti w~ill be tht wark ta
wliicb lte active Chîristian is tievoteti.
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LÎ1TELIs LIVING AuF. (Boston : L.iîtell -& Ca.)-

The Living~ Agt continues ta supply ils reatiers with
ail tlaat is latcst anti bebt ini current literature.

OURt YOUNGo FOI.Es ANi> -1-111' NUUSEît'a. (Ilostoat
Tht Russell Publisliing Co.)-This fâvounite mnagazine
ior te yaung is as brnglt, bcauiiaiul, instructive anti
aiiiusing as ever.

MEssts. GEoRtGn LESLIF & Sox's Descriptive
Catalogue of trees, siatubs ant i owcrs contains-in
addition ta a number ai fine iliuztrations-nîach valu-
able informnation for nI whia arc interesteti in arbori-
culture anti gardenting.

A Fum.. SumU4ENJiI*. B>' Anne S. Recti. (lit.
aticîitia. l'ntsb>tcrian Boardi oi Publication ; Tar-
onto.; Jaines Bain &%- Son.)-This is a book for young
pcuple, being a goond star>' wtll tolti. It is natar-il,
yet antcresting, anti convcytng an important tesson.

IIAI&Il'LR'S VOUNG PEzom'.E. (New Y'ork - Harper
& Brothers)-Tiie weekiy ativent of tiais admirable
paper, wiîci is bath instructive anti entertaining, is
baileti aitb dclight b>' ils rany thousantis ai rentiens.
It rîcll deserves tht receptian with wliicli il nîcets.

MIND 1IN NATURE (Chicago'- Tht Cosnîic Pubiish-
ing Co)-This is a new philo opltic and iilcrary
ventane. claiming ta bc a poptîlarjotirnai oipsyciticai,
medical anti scie ntific inaoration. Trhtfirsî number
presenîs a gondi appearance. The magazine nîarshals
a brilliant arna>' ai talent arnong its regular contriba-
tars.

STr Nîcitni Aç "'New Yark .The Century Co.) -

rThe atunber aiÇ Mi Ncho/as for April completes tîte
tu'lfî vlane n ttisticigitil mga inlaits con-

tents tuent is variet>' sufficient tci itiake wcaniness iiai-
possible. The paliers are instrective, licaithy, anti
clevating in toac, -anti the illustrations are bath
nunierous anti excehlent.

Titi..* LE''I RFviFiv. (Newu York . Funk &
WVagnalls.--Tiiis trasi excellent anti usefuit serial

secmns ta grow ina ncit with each successive nuniber.
Tite issue for April is certainl>' tht best that bas yet
appeareti. The subjects treateti are aigreat practicai
intertst, andi most ofithe contnibators rank ainong tht
best knawn Ainenican divines afithe time.

HARPER'S MAGAZtNE. (New York. Harper&
Blrothers.)-The April number ai HizqrWs M4aga:î*ne
is correrti>' describeti as brilliant. la addition on
a varîety of intcnesting papcers il contains no -
than sixty-cight illustra ions. A fine portrait oi
Abraham Lincoln fornîs the frontispiece. Poetry anti
story are well representeti, wuhilt te Editor'., Easy
Chair anti Drawcr are interesting anti canloaus as ever.

RN GENE.VA, ENGLNb ANi>FRNNCE. By Ma-ry C.
Miller. (Philaicîlphia . Presbytenian IloardoaiPublic-
ation; Toronto: james Bain & Son.)-The star>' ai
tht Reforanation la Gctv-va, Englanti -andi France is
bniefiy anti interestingl>' tolti in ibis attractive lîttie
booi, special" ticsigned for younig rentiers. It is
embcilislîed w~ith vitw ai Geneva. The book forais
tht second -.- It Rtionînation Senies recent>' pub.
lisheti.

GRtANDt.OTHER MORRIS'S BUNDLE. B>' Mary C.
Miller. (Philadelpltia. Presbyterian Board ai Public.
ation ; Toronto. Jamecs Bain & Son.>-This btandi.
somne anti instructivc littie volume belongs ta tite
Reformation Stries ai wvhîeh MnI. Arnold's stadies wcre
,containeti in tîte firsI volume. Titis gives, in livel>'
narrative forma the ltading facts ai tht Refonînatian in
Denntark, Scotianti, anti Spain. Rt is abook that wil
deliglît anti instruet yoting people. A gondi portrait
af Gastavus Vasa appears as a frantispiece.

TiiE CENTuRy. (New York:- Tht Century Èo)-
Ont of tht sptcial tentures ai the carrent volume ai
lte Century is tht able anti interesting stries ai papers
on.the \Var, by those wvho took an active part in the
conflicî btvecn tht North anti South. Titis month
Admirai Ponter has a sîniking paper on tht 'aOpening
ofthe Lowcr M,%issis,,ippi.Y Tht portraits anti illus-
trations greatly enhance tht vaiue of tht article. The
Apnil atîmber ai the Century is an excellent specimen
ai Ibis now f.inýus magazine.

Tîîtr C.îNAîinN MIIIUtIUST M.A(..ZmNF
Editeci t,> Rev. W. Il. \Vîthcrow, IM., I*Tariont
W'".!ini llriggs.)- ln tlie April issue ofidais magazine
there is much, excellence and ilmach. varicîy in the
contents. Thei edtitor tells intercsîinigIy Ille OR-
rcpcatcd stoaries of the Riiiiîe, tccoailictl witbi
graphic descriptions of lis scenery, andi reconu "'A
Visit to tiae Gra ve of Ilarbara lleck.*' Mi. lIack-
stick, continues the interesting narrative of lais u«Wan-
dcrmngs in Spain." Tlac illustrations oi tlle number
arc bot numecrous anti goond. Tht prescrit is a
specially goond nutaber ofihis magazine.

Tisi., ATt %NTir MONT111 % Bostonl . Ilougliton,
Mifflin & Co )- Pi>liioply, critirisin, fiction nnd
»oeîry oa abigla ordcr enricla the April nluianher of the
Altlantiic, as will bc seen by a bni rcicrcnce ta lte
follawing amorng the oiller contents -"I>oliticas Econ-
aa<y -andi the Civil W~nr," by J. Lawrence Lnuglilin
-Tilace in Slaakct%.pcarr's l'llays," by Hlenry A. Ciir.,
'roicssional l'octry," etr Amnng the most altrac

tive papecrs of thc nuniber nia> bc nmcntioncd tht
four-th ai tlle %cries, IMaclaine iohil, lier Salon nnd
lier Fnientis,> IlGeorge 1rtenirk Il.iidel, t6S5- iBS,"
"The New Ilarîfolio," la>' Oliver Wcendelilitiloes; ant
the twa stria, fictions, -The Propliet ai Ille Grcat
Smoky Mounitains "andi "lA Marsia lsland.'* As usual,
the allier teatures ai te Allantie are vcry attractive.

Tii,~ CANADAîr EDUCAtTIONAî MUINI il l.. (Toronto.
Canada Eclucational Montiil> lublishing Ca.- rhc
Mntclh ntin'bc of this magazime,dcvaîed ta educational
intcrcsts, is a decîîlcdly gond ne. Ils contents arc
compact, andi aflorci a goond illustration that compres-
sion bas a talute ai is own. The apenmng palier,
farcib>' written, is IlExtracts iroin anr Address ta
P>ublic Scbool Teachers," b>' Rcv. Septiînus joncs,
M.A. The "Notes on l>opular Enghsli " afi'ord plea.
sant ani instructive rcailing. MNr. A. H. Marrisan
contributes the tirst ofa scries afipapers, 4"Ecboes ironi
the Class Roamn," andi a Public bSco 1leati Master
an cx-.cllcnt r.clalartade on "The Bible in Schools.Y
Vtîxre is a gooti fi>tlînuiitil Germait translation ai
Cowptr's hymn, IlLo% est tltau Mc i" The usuial de-
partiaients ai 774~ Mot/z/lly maiantain lis neli-tarneti
reputation.

MaRE BITS I'ROM lI.NiON'.lyjohn Straîbcsk.
(Edinburgi , Oliphiant, Anderson & Ferrier; Toronto:S
Hart & Co./-The success ai tht formier work b>' tbis
gentil author bas encouraged, latn ta venture on an-
entier volume, in whichbch confines bis atcention ta
personages and events an a bcottish village between
1831 andi 1841. 1'hle sketches are pbotograpbic in
their accuracy. These descriptions of Scottisli people
with their every day lieé anti modes ai thought recail
a vanisidctinlie. Sînce the introduction of gas tci
Blinakbonny, a îypt.al Scuttisitý vittage, stuper.dous
changes hia% e take.s place. These reiiiscenccs ai
carlier timeb arc must intcrcsting, and arc graceiully
recorticti. Mec.hanically the volume asa fine specimen
uf tîte baok-nîlaker's art, the btauty ai the typography
is striking. ht ab eanbellislied wtît six lithographia:
engravings, whil inty bc debr.nibed as ver>' goond ai
their kind.

WVORKING FOR 'ruE CIIILDREN. By Rcv. James
A. R. Dîckson, Bl.D. (Toronto - John Young ; S. R.
Briggs.>-Tiiis -admirable littie work is another grati-
iying instance that among tht ministers af tht Pres.
byterian Churcb in Canada, there is a promise ai in-
digenaus literacurc, consecrateti ta te promotion of
Christian truth. Mr. Dickson bas been a irequent
and acccptable cantributor ta religiaus periadicals.
His spec.iA filits Sabbatb school work, though he
lias not confincta is efforts exclusivcly ta tbis depart-
ment. The prcscnt tieat andi tasteful>' primted little
book comparises twcenty-four short chapters, îvhich-
baving appearcd in tht principal Sabbatb schooi peri-
odicals-have, after cr-taiu revision, bcen presenteti in
penlan,nt forati. The subjcîs, aIl bearing apon tbe
hontc andi Sabbatlî scitoal trainý a!o ti- young, are
ef vital importance and great practical value. Their
trcatment is slkiliul,.and the style attractive, fiesta and
interèsting. Parents and SJabbatlx school teachers
into wlîose hands this little work may corne will inti il
most useful, and will feel grateful ta its autiior for
having written il.

DR. REID bas icecciveti the iolluwing anonyanous contri-
butions for the Scbcmcs of the Church. Miher of St.
.Andrew's Cliarcit, Paisley, for Hionte andi Foreign Missions,
$5 ; Fricnd, t>xbridge, for Forcign Missions, $io.


