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the various congregations of the Churc’: 's more sys-
tematic and better organized. This i siot a matter
for sclf-complacency, but for devout thankfulness that
the grace of liberality is being developed.

An important decision rendered by the Committee
will generally be regarded as worthy of adeption. In-
stead oi a full uwceting of the Committee every six
months, it has been decided to meet once a year in
the month of March and to appoint an executive com-
mittee. This will effect a large saving both in time
and money, and there is not the slightest reason to
fear that the business will be less efficiently transacted.
The exccutive appointed includes Dr. Cochrane, Con-
vener; Mr. Warden, Secretary; Drs. Laing and Camp-
beil, and Messrs. Robertson, Moodie and Macdonnell,
The business ability and missionary zeal of these
brethren are recognized throughout the length and
breadth of the Church.

CHRISTIAN ACTIVITY.

AcTivity is one of the distingmshing characteristics
of the Church at the present time. She has not to
contend with special and threatening dangers from
without. There is no present encroachment by .he
Siate to be apprchended. No violent controversy
causes internal disturbance and alarm.  She 1sfree to
act, and her activity is more marked and encrgetic
than when foes - 1enaced from without and dissensions
raged within her pale.  Scarcely ever in her history
did the Church enjoy such favourable circumstances
for the prosccution of the speaial work with which she
is entrusted. ‘That work is to evangelize the world,
Christians cannot cnjoy spiritual health and pros-
perity if they only desire for themselves a protracted
scason of reccplivity. Giving and receiving are re-
ciprocal,

As cvidences of an increasing sense of responsibil-
ity, we see in vigorous operation under the fostering
care and guidance of the Church, various agencies
achicving large results, which in former times were
scarcely thought of.  The Sabbath school, the tem-
perance reformation, missions, Home and Forsign,
special efforts to mect the wants of outcast and neg-
lected children, Christan work among soldiers and
sailors, carry.ng the Gospel message to the inmates
of prisons and hospitals and city slums, following
annies to battle-fields, and numerous other forms of
beneficent Christian activity have come into pronu-
nence within the memory of people now living. These
are not new discoveries. The main principles under-
lying them, and the motives actuating the Church to
engage in them are as old as Christianity. They owe
their origin to the teaching of Christ and His Apostles.
They are the necessary outcome of a living faith in
the Redeemer of man.

The marvellous results flowing from these works of
faith and labours of love, are a manifest token that
they receive the seal of the Divine approval, They
are in the strict linc of Christian duty, and therefore
blessings may be confidently expected. Gratifying
as are these evidences of working for the Master, it
would be a serious miistake to make them a ground
for vainglorious boasting. That would only be an in-
dication of unreality and insincerity. All genuine ac-
tivity originating in Christian love is sclf-denying.
Abnegation is an inseparable accompaniment, as well
as a condition, of success. The best and greatest
of Christian workers have been in general the least
self-secking.

Cheering as are the nuinerous instances of a living
and working Christianity, it is not to he assumed that
it has yet reached its full development. Viewed
either in relation .to the vast latent resources of the
Church, or to the work to be dong, it is only yet inits
infancy. There has been sufficient to show that there
is a work for each and for all who profess to follow
Him who went about continually doing good. The
good done at home and abroad invites to more zealous
and sustained cffort to obey the command: “ Go ye
into all the world and preach the Gospel te every crea-
ture.”

Inviting spheres of Christian usefulness are ex-
panding everywhere., These call not only for more
labourers, but for more systematic husbanding and
organizing the mean at the Church’s disposal. This
does not necessarily imply the multiplication of con-
gregational and other machingry, but the utilizing and
perfecting of that already in existence. The more
pesfectly poised and adjusted it is, the more smooth
and cfficient iy its working. Side by side with this

diligence in Christian activity, there must be the
growth and maintenance of a true and healthy spiritual
ity. The higher the tune of true piety in the soul,
the more eflicient and blessed will be the work to
which the active Christian is devoted,

Books and abhagaszines.

LITTELL'S LIVING AGE. (Boston : Littell & Co.)—
The Living Age continues to supply its readers with
all that is latest and best in current literature.

OUR YOUNG FOLKS AND 'TItE NUKSERY. (Boston :
The Russell Publishing Co.)— This favourite magazine
for the youny is as bright, beautiful, instructive and
amusing as cver.

MEssrs. GEORGE LESLIE & SoN's Descriptive
Catalogue of trees, shrubs and tlowers contans—in
addition to a number of fine illestrations—much valu-
able information for all who are interested in arbori-
culture and gardemng.

A FULL SURRENDER, By Annc S. Reed. (Phil.
adelphia . Presbytenan Board of Publication ; Tor-
onto : James Bain & Son,)—This is a book for young
people, being a good story well told. It is natuml,
yet interesting, and conveying an unportant lesson.

Harrer’s Youne Peoprrk. (New York: Harper
& Brothers.)—The weekly advent of this admirable
paper, which is both instructive and entertaining, is
hailed with delight by its many thousands of readers.
it richly deserves the reception with which it meets.

MIND IN NATURE (Chicago * The Cosmic Publish-
ing Co.)—This is a new philo ophic and literary
venture, claiming to be a popular journal of psychical,
medical and scientific information.  The first number
presents a good appearance.  The magazine marshals
a brilliant array of talent among its regular contribu-
tors.

ST NicHoiAs ‘New York . The Century Co.) -
The number of 8¢ Nickolas for April completes the
twelfth volume of this delightful magazine. Inits con-
tents there is variety sufficient to make weariness im-
possible. The papers are instructive, healthy, and
clevating in tone, and the illustrations are both
numerous and excellent.

Tneg HomiLeric REVIEW. (New York: Funk &
Wagnalls.)--This most exccllent and useful serial
seems to grow in merit with each successive nuniber.
The tssue for April is certainly the best that has yet
appeared. The subjects treated are of great practical
interest, and most of the contributors rank among the
best known American divines of the time.

HARPER'S MaGazZINE. (New York. Harper &
Brothers.)—The April number ot Harper’s Magazine
is correetly described as brilliant. In addition to
a variety of interesting papers it contains no ..o
than sixty-cight illustrations. A fine portrait of
Abraham Lincoln forms the frontispiece. Poetry and
story are well represented, while the Editor'> Easy
Chair and Drawer are interesting and curious as ever.

IN GENEVA, ENGLAND AND FRANCE. By Mary C.
Miller. (Philadelphia . Presbyterian Board of Public-
ation ; Toronto: James Bain & Son.)—The story of
the Reformation in Gerfeva, England and France 1s
briefly and interestingly told in this attractive little
book, speciall* designed for young readers. It is
embellished with - view of Geneva, The book forms
the second -7 «ie Reformation Series recently pub-
lished.

GRAND)NOTHER MORRIS'S BUNDLE. By Mary C,
Miller. (Philadelphia: Presbyterian Board of Public-
ation ; Toronto: James Bain & Son.}—This hand-
some and instructive little volume belongs to the
Reformation Scries of which Mr. Arnold’s storics were
contained in the first volume. This gives, in lively
narrative form, the leading facts of the Reformation in
Denmark, Scotland, and Spain. It is a book that will
delight and instruct young people. A good portrait
of Gustavus Vasa appcars as a frontispiece. .

Tue CENTURY. (New York: The Century Co.)—
One of the special features of the cutrent volume of
the Century is the able and interesting series of papers
on the War, by those who took an active part in the
conflict between the North and South. This month

Admiral Porter has a striking paper on the * Opening

of the Lower Mississippi.” The portraits and illus-
trations greatly enbance the value of the article. The

April number of the Century is an excellent specimen
4 of this now famdus magazine.
¥

THur  CANADIAN  METHODIST  MAGAZINE —
Edited by Rev. W. H. Witherow, D.D. iToronto :
Wiiliam Briggs.)-- In the Apnl issue of this magazine
there is much excellence and much variety in the
contents. The editor tells interestingly the oft-
repeated  stories of the Rhine, accompanied with
graphic descriptions of its scenery, and recounts “A
Visit to the Grave of Barbara Heck.,” Mi. Blacks
stock continues the interesting narrative of his “Wan-
derings in Spain.” The illustrations of the number
are both numcrous and good. The present is a
specially good number of this magazine,

THE ATEIANTIC MoNTHUY . Boston. Houghton,
Miflin & Co )= Philosophy, criticisin, fiction and
poctry of a high order enrich the April number of the
Atlantic, as will be scen by a brief reference to the
following among the other contents - ¥ Politicas Econ-
omy and the Civil War,” by J. Lawrence Laughling
“Time in Shakespeare’s Plays,” by Henry A, Clip_- ;
“ Professional Poctry ” ete Among the most attrac
tive papers of the number may be meationed the
fourth of the series, * Madame Moh), her Salon and
her Friends,” * George Frederick Handel, 1685-188s,"
“The New Portfolio,” by Oliver Wendell Holmes ; and
the two seriai fictions, *The Prophet of the Great
Smoky Mountains” and “ A Marsh Island.”] As usual,
the other features of the Atlantic are very attractive.

THE CANADA EDucATIONAL MoNTHLY. (Toronto:
Canada Educational Monthly Publishing Co.)—The
March nuncber of this magazine, devoted to educational
interests, is a decidedly good one. Its contents are
compact, and aftord a good illustration that comprez-
sion has a talue of its own. The opening paper,
forcibly written, is “ Extracts from an Address to
Public School Teachers,” by Rev. Septimus Joncs,
M.A, The “Notes on Popular English * afford plea-
sant and instructive reading. Mr. A. H. Morrison
contributes the first of a series of papers, “Echoes from
the Class Room,” and a Public School Head Master
an excellent practical aricle on * The Bible i Schools.”
There is a good rhythnudal German translation of
Cowper's hymn, * Lovest thou Me?”  The usual de-
partments of 7he Monthly mantain its well-carned
reputation. *

MORE B1Ts FrOM BLINKRONNY. By John Strathesk.
(Edinburgs. :-Ohphant, Anderson & Ferrier ; Toronto §
Hart & Co.,—The success of the former work by this
gemal author has encouraged hun to venture on an-
other volume, 1in which he confines his attention to
personages and events i a dcotuish village between
1831 and 1841. [I'he sketches are photographic in
their accuracy. These descriptions of Scottish people
with their every day hfc and modes of thought recall
a vanished time. Swince the introduction of gas to
Blinkbonny, atypical Scotuish-village, stuper.dous
changes have takea place. These renminiscences of
carlicr times are most interesung, and are gracefully
recorded. Mechanically the volume 1s a fine specimen
of the book-maker's art, the beauty of the typography
is striking. It 1> embelhished with six hithographic
engravings, which may be descnibed as very good of
their kind.

WORKING FOR THE CHILDREN. DBy Rev. James
A. R. Dickson, B.D. (Toronto: John Young s S. R.
Briggs.)—This admirable little work is another grati-
fying instance that among the ministers of the Pres-
byterian Church in Canada, there is a promise of in-
digenous literawure, consecrated to the promotion of
Christian truth. Mr, Dickson has been a frequent
and acceptable contributor to religious periodicals.
His spec. | field 1s Sabbath school work, though he
has not confined his efforts exclusively to this depart-
ment. The present neat and tastefully printed little
book comprises twenty-four short chapters, which—
having appeared in the principal Sabbath school peri-
odicals—have, after careful revision, been presented in
pepmanant form. The subjects, all bearing upon the
home and Sabbath school traint: ; of th* young, are
of vital importance and great practical value. Their
treatment is skilful, and the style attractive, fresh and
interésting. Parents and Uabbath school teachers
into whose hands this little work may come will find it
most useful, and will feel grateful to its author for
having written it.
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