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W E regret exceedizngly a delay in publication of this
weelc's PitE-SI3YERIAN, caused chie ily by postal Ir.
regularity. A communication nmailed several heurs
previaus to the despatch af Monday morning's mail
reached ibis office cnly at nine a.m., Wednesday, :zoth..
Another postedl Monday evening was reccrved by the
afternoon mail of Wednesday.

TORONTO is becoming an art centre. The recent
exhibition of the Royal Canadian Academy, attracted
a large number cf adrniring visitais. Seveini artists
are taking up there, residence In the Queen City. Mr.
J. W. L Forster whase card appenr la ur advertising
colummn, after a period af European travel. and stady
has opened his studio in Toronto. Mr. Forster had
seveial nateworthy pictures at the lait exhibition.

ITr is very gra±fying ta sec the grawing interest
manifested in the Foieign Mission wvoik af the Church.
The Assembl) meeting on Friday evealng last hs an
evidence th- the vast importance of thLs essentual
work cf the Christian Church la in some degiet be-
ginaing ta be reahzed. The addret.ses were [oz the
most.part adnlirably fitted to awaken and raan a
spirit of devation te the grandesta ndertaktg in vwhici
the Churcli can engage. The progiess already made
by the Presbyteriaa Church in Canada is very en-
couiaging. It added greatly tc, the interest of the
meeting te have the presence cf sa many labaurers
fiam the Foreign field. The Rev. George Flet>s ad-
dress, rich lua pwa- i, humour, and earestess will
prompt ail whe heard it ta taire a deeper interes in
the condition and prospects of the Indians in the
Narth West. His carnest appeal for additianal nus-
sionaries, it is boped, wM i=e at no distant date wxth
a saîisfactary response.- To ai acquainted with the
history of modern mismions the isand cf Erom-agPa
possesses a peculiar inter.st Mr. Robertsa gave
mn4ny facts concerning th-- lghts and shadows cf the
rnisslonaxy enterprise on an island where the bancs
of Christian herots and martyrs lie interrcd. The
addrcss cf Mr. Builder, wha la about ta leave for In-
dia, inspired ail who hezird it with higli hopes fer bas
usefuins in that most proinising field for Christian
effort. The faith that ainimnates such men as these-
is a power froma on higli.

ASSEMRLY NOTES.

T HEamm otCalvli=filei the air In and around

=ar ai parts cf the Dominion excepý British Colum-
ha. Cominissianers fram. Cape Breton sat down be.
side their brcth rin 'mManitoba, and ail the space
between th=s extreme palis wus well represented.
A very felw years aga anc soliay disciple cf John
Calvin rep=csed the wrlole North-West la the Su-
pîemc Court.- new there la a large declegation and
prabably the day is net J ar distant when the Assrent-
bly wifl meet la Winnipeg. A vettran, Comxnissioner
dscLared the othez day that ai n)yane had told hxm
fwenty.hive ycarsi aga that Lomnuszianmr tram: lali.
1". wauld sit m a Churcli cons- in London lic would
Lmve considercd him insane. (reter changes may
take Place in the next tu ty*fivc yenrs.

SPECIAL FEATURE&

Ibis Assemt>ay lias sai m nrkcd features. The
attendance is very large. Tho member arc in capi-
tal spirits. The fundit arm in vey gaod shape, the

balance being on the rigit sidle In the larger schemms
There arc ne Ilbumning questons " and few appeaus.
The Assenibly went te work vrlth a rush on Thursday
anorming, and the huge ecclslasucal machinec ran wath
tht minimum cf friction. Tht Comanlssloners seero
unusually hopeful and chtery. There arb no huge
deficits ta provido for. If tht Churcliwoula only give
the Supcranuated Ministers' Fund a I, rand eiadow
the calleges se, thit tht Missian schemes miglit receile
the entire Fuppart cf the people stili grenier things
would sean be donc. Meantanat the Iabeiaiay af the
people as rapidly increasing.

POPULAR bIRTINGS.

The Assembly has adopted tht American systengof
biing is most popula meetings in the cvening anid
dolng dry and routine business during the day.
WVe have"I Home Mission Night," 'I 1 orcagn Mission
Night,"lI Frenchi EvangeLization Niglit," and IlCallcgz
Night" may yet be added. At these meetings a suai-
mary of the report is read and popular addresses de-
livered on tht particular schexnt under consideratlen.
The attcndance at these meetings lias been very good,
aimsentcquai tathatcf Kingaton.. Kuagston takes the
palm for large and brillant audiences ait such gather.
ings, asi those who vreme present at the Asscsnbly of
1881 can eaily remember.

HOME MISSIONS.

The Home Mission Fund is in a mast healthy
condition. The Committee reports receipts ta tht
21moaunt Of 543,401.22, with a balance Of $1,406 on the
riglit side. A few years ago a mucli larger balance
than this was on the wrong side. Same tum:d sparits
then recammnended a reduction in expendature, but
the Committet appealed te, tht people and the rooney
was forthcornlng. Tht success af this Fund is mairaly
owiag to the wisdorn and faith cf the Commatc and
the andefatigable energy and perseverance of tht Con-
vener. At tht close cf a powemful speech on Home
Mi.ssion night, ho told the assexnbly that it wauld soan
be rame for lum, tu retire and allow a iîvt 1 man ta
laite is place. Roars cf laughter came train ait
corners oi tht Heuselcoiowed by Ioud applause. rht
adea of there bctng any mare " lave>1 man in tht
Chursh alian D>r. .o-chrane sered ta convulse every-
bady. Tht ùir. predicts that tht Home Mion
kunad wù! bc Stioo,ouo in a fcw years.

FOPRIGN MISSIONS.

Prof McLaren has been Convener cf the Foreign
Mission Conixittee for a long time and han presented
many a goad repart;, but bie hmn never ladl tht goad
fartune ta present such a repart as abat cf Fridzy
evening. Receipts $40.1 ilg *90 balance an the right
side, $iý 858.5-. The For-aigu Mission work han bcen
carriedon during tht past ycar with success, and
additianal inisfioaries wiIl be sent ta tht Foreigna
field alxnost immediately. Tht Committce have abid.
ing faith la tht liberality of tht people. Several ablt
and deveted younig mcn. have we undemstand oSécred
for Foreign service, and new appaintaients arm under
cansideration. Few Pmcsbyterians in this pant cf the
Dominion nitcd to bc t-aid aba the sur-cess ot oui
Foreign averk as largely owing ta tht zea], prudence
and energy ai Dr. William MicLaren-Convene-r cf
the Foreign Mhiss;ion Coromittee.

F'RENCH EVANGELIZATION.

No schtine cf tht Chuardh lias mande mare rapad
pîegiess during the last few years than IlFrench
Evangelization.Y Mlhn Mi. Warden toah charge ci
it six yenr aga, the grass income was about $16,o=a
The rccipts for the LuSt yar wrTe$32,87,4 8balance
$3,613. During thest ycars about 5_3,aoS have been
expended in tht erarction of new buildings or in payiag
debt of aId cs. Tht antcrest ta ur French werk
continually izacreases, and no daubt the funds warl alsa
incitase in proportian. hir. Warden is a first class
financier ; and bis manageen of the trust conflded
ta him six ycars ago lias becn ai tirai the masi san-
guine coula desire.

TS'O SECUL.AR

Suantm Caod icaders may bc ready ta say abat these
"lnotes 'arem rathz.r too secular. Well, ute don't Intend
thean fer Sabbath reading Out tatentiQn is ta giea
bird s-ceya view cf :hï: financil- c.onditianiofthc above
mnntiancd schcmc. Next week we ay have smc-
thingto say on lesis-curtopics Ifoncyls net ver.
thingbut very Util Churca work cac lie dame wlthouî it
It là a maatter of profoand gratitude %ti h Churcis
vraldnZ up te nezcthing like her daty la tht matter o!
livinZ.

A.STEPINADVANCE.

S OLIDITY and welghî are gemerally cansidered,
and net mlstakenly, as rharacteristir ef Presby

terianism. Ficirleness and caprice find lit faveur
wlth those avho espouse thtc doctrial systeni taught
ln S-tlpture, and malratailned by Augustine and John
Knox, and wlaa follow tht Churcli pollty founded ona
tht New Testament. prartlsed In tht eariy Church,
and restared by tht Reformers la Geneva and Scot.
land. Presbyterinism is net liable ta be bewitched
wlth speciaus navclty. XI Is mot, howerer, stagnant.
It moyen forward, not by spasms, but with tht stately
matchi cf a solid phalanx. Proposala fai advance.
ment have occasionally ta wait their tinie. They arc
subjecttd ta the keenest critacasan. Aller thorougli ex.
amninati on thcy are adopted, if found worthy; if they
fail ia tht appreval of judgment and conscience they
aie rejectcd.

A gond illustration cf this Is ionm la the action
takea on tht proposai ta, devise a plan for tht better
support cf tht Gospel ministry. Efforts la this dimec-
tion have been mande lon)g siace; butup te tht present,
a definite practical schcme lias failcd of adoption.
Tht prolanged consideracao of tht question has, how.
ever, pioduced important resaIts. Tht people are
beceming convinced cf thet ecessity for doing same-
thimg ta rernedy an cvii tlint lias teea long been per.
mitted tacontinue Tht growing improvemetnt he
conditions ai Canadian l11e lead many te think that
those who devote their effarts te advance tht meril
and spiritual well bcing of the people should be re.
leved frein tht crushing anxieties- that net ongly im.
pair tht comfcit of their homes but distinct hcart and
mlad in tht performance ai th.- sacied duties te whlch
their lives have been constcrated.

Every year titr art gratifying evidencen that the
Preabytezian is a United Church, not anly la naii
but in reallty. Tis is as it otaglt te lie. There art,
however, ald recallections and associations which art
nat forgetten. Perhaps it is nat desirable that thel
should be ted frem memory, if they could. Thz7
are happily dianishing la intensity as thc years go bl.
Thea presence, howtver, %vas observable L. the leagth,
bi.t intestin&g débait or, t.he question of Minhenà
Sappoit. Tht rival schemnes of suppleanent ai sua-
tentation lad cadhits zeaIous advocates. Much tua
be advancedilafa,.ouref bath. Wath ailthestrenioa
effarts ta secume the adoption cf each methodl by aub
respective supporters, there was a rnifest wilangness
ta concede samcrhung an oider te arrive at a harona
ous course cf action. Tht gencral desire aras evadem
that a practical plan--ont adapteil ta tht condition oi
tings in the Church and the Domîaaion-should bi
envolved front the conflicting opinions entertaincd on
the question. It is on these lines ebviously that tht
Church will advance. Tht decision arrnved at is net
final. It is as yet tentative À year's experience ci
ils working will go lar ta soive tht problem. and con.
trbate ta the adoption cf a r4etod that will achiv
the end cenîcznplated. Many ..zexbers of Assemb.y
in the course of tht discussion expressei tlair con-
vaction that, wben tht people thoroaagly undersood
tht urgcncy ei Improvlnig the niaterial condition ef
poorly paid Ministers ahe are faithfully and sdi.
denyingly labearing In difficult fields, tht means t
achieve this will le fortlcomlag. There is no doubi
oh kt. Tht action talen by tht Presbyterians cf Mon-
trcai and (Žatbec, on which almosi radical differences
of opinion exint, praves abat mot merely a sectienal but
a gencral mavemet ail over tht Clurch wilI soon te-
sait la mnaking tht hardships and sufferings of a
wreîchedly supportedl rinistry a thlng of the pasi.

Thc Maderator in a peculiarly happy vein an lu -

mest apprepriate inaugural address -helped ta prepxe
tht ay for tht excellent diScussion that followed.
That discussion as a aliale as most satisftctory. Il
wwa conducted thruoint witl great;abilty, and wt
much varicd, talent Tht readys racy, rhetoical
powrer of MmI. Mackay of Montreal. anabte cala laid
ril subtle reasaming cf Principal Cayeu, not ta ?=

of mny other able dehazers, may wizhout: invidioi*s
ness c lluded. ta. Tht spirit manif esteil throagbocl
was ail abat coold be desared. Ont thang only is au
hc regreired an conctian it il two 1cm' cf ch
eiders, teck part ta the debate. In tle othez courtsnd
the Charch,, hearever, they will have ample appoz -

tunity, oh hch it la hopcd they avil avail themrasevs
Tht Genr Asserobly han came te a decinion an tht
subjec, which, thougli not ail that %S decsird, sx-
themefore not a finnhy will Iead ta bzaclicial ;cmli. :
on the successfin carying out of the pLan adopt.4«
tht-Prebytatdan Chlama in Canada ail b3 congratL,
lâadenm ïaigtkna~c aavne
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