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YORONTO, FRIDAY, MARCH 31, 1883,

Tus closiog lecture of Knox Coliege, Toronto, mil
be delivered by the Rev. Pnancipal Caven on
Wednesday, the sth of Apnit, at threa p.m., in the
coliege building.~—See adverusement,

As we go to press the Home Mission Commutiee 1s
in session at St. Andrew’s Church, A large amount
of important business 1s being transacied, a full report
of which will be found i1n next week’s paper.

THE sixth annual meeting of the Woman's Foreign
Missionary Society (Western section) will be held in
Peterborough on Tuesday and Wednesday, 11th and
1ath April.  The ladies will meet in St. Andrew’s
school.room on Tuesday, at half-past ten a.m. and
half-past two p.m., and in St. Paul’s school-room on
Wednesday at half-past two p.m. Ladies interested
tn Mission work are cordially invited to be present,
The Board of Managers will meet on Wednesday at
half-past ten am. Ceruficates to travel at reduced
rates can be had on application to the Home Secre.
tary, 3t Peter street, Toronto. T nere will be a public
meeting tn St. Paul's church on the evening of
Tuesday. The Rev. Professor McLaren, convener
of the Foreign Mission Committee, will preside.

THE Temporalities Bull, having passed the Private
Bills Committes without amendment, came before the
House in Committee of the \Whole on Monday last.
Aflter considerable discussion the several clauses were
adopted and the Bill was reported. It is understood
that certain amendments, whereof previous notice will
be given, are to be moved on the third reading.
On Tuesday the Bill for the incorporation of the Anti-
upionists under the name of *“The Presbyterian
Church of Canada in connection with the Church of
Scotland,” was thrown out by the Private Bills Com-
mittee on the ground that the name adopred in the
preamble was identical with that employed in the Bill
already passed by the Committee to confirm the in-
corporation of the Temporalities Board.

AN American exchange says ‘—

“ It is Ylme to stop your prayer or addreas in the prayer
meeting when you find you are udng phrases or texts that
you have used recenily.  liis a vad navi, (hat makes you
a by-wourd wath Jde guuager geupic f Acy aie wese, and
docs the meeting no good in any way *

1f anything could bring prayer meetings and Sab.
bath schools into contempt 1t would be the rules
frequently laid down for conducting them, of which
the above is a sample. Why not repeat a text that
has been “wused recently?® Does using a text wear
jtout? How much ume should elapse before a pas-
sage of Scripture used (n prayer caa be used again?
Are prayer meetings to be conducted 1n such a way as
to entertain the young people? We submit that a
large amount of the stufl wntten about * making
prayer meetings interesung ” 13 unmiugated rubb:sh,
This modern style of praying by exact rule s sadly
conclusive evidence of spiritual deadness.

Moopy gives this sensible advice . —

** Never teflan inquirer thai gou know he 13 *converted ;-
let him find st out tumself. let Gud make that kaown
to um. A sapguine soul winner may also be ambitious to
teport the results of £ meeuny at figures that wili-evea as-
tonish the Jisteners.  Betier not qtate any sumber as *con-
verted * 8t & meeting than oversiaie of over-esumate .
Exaggeration ylclds bitter dsappoinument.”

Yes, it does yield batter disappointment, and it does
mere—n gives yngodly mea an opportunity to scofl.
They near a sevivalist count up hus convens, and they

at thelr sins. The scoffers believa that the professicn
made by these man was a fraud, and they jump to the
absurd conclusion that al/ religion Is an equally grest
fraud. DBesides, counting converts is unscriptural,
By thelr fruits ya shall know them. What can any.
one say about the fruit at the close of revival meetings ?
There has been no time to bear fruit.  Perhaps soma
may come—perhaps not,

OLR Scottish exchanges announce that the Rev,

| James McDonald, semor munistet of the Free Church

i Lray, 1s dead, having reached the seventy-seventh
ycar of his age and :he filty-second of his muinistry,
Ho s sard 10 be the fifth minister in succession who
has completed in Urray a ministry of over filty years,
This says a great deal for the five ministers,and a
great deal aleo for Urray. Such a congregational
record wll, we are very much afrald, be an Impossi.
bility in America at any date on this side of the
millennium. We have ministers, uiot afew cfthem wo
hope, who could maintain themselves aslong as the
Urray pastors aunder the samo coaditions, but the
conditions are not found in Canada. Many ot our
Canadian congregations are mors noted for fickleness
than any other quality. In many more theryare a
few who always want “a change® simply for the sake
of a change. They fancy they need a new minister,
when the thing thoy need first and most is a little re-
ligion.

THE FEWS.

]T would be difficult to account for, as it is impossible

to excuse, the outburst of bitier, murderous hoati-
Hty which bas brokea out against the Juws in Rusala
and elsewhere. It is bad enough that ignorant fana-
tical peasants should perpetrats such atrocities, but it
isindefinitely worse that edvnated and so-called refined
and philosophical individ.. .s should suek to palliate
the iniquity, if not actually to justify all that has been
done. Froperty to the extent of nearly a hundred
milliozs of dollars has, it is said, been destroyed, and
individuals by the thousand reduced to abject poverty,
while not a few have lost their lives—for what reason?
Simply, apparently, because the Jews have been more
successful in business, and because, perhaps, in gam-
bling speculations they have most frequently won,
though ' beggar myneighbour” was with all the order of
the day, and those wao lost as much as those who won
were equally engaged in one huge game of gambling
and grab. Wpe are not surprised that the Christian
conscience in Britain and elsewhere is being aroused
tn this matier, and tLat strong protests are being
made against the continuance of such infamies. We
suppose that some may be trying to persuade them.
selves that i, committing such crimes against religion
and humanity they are doing God service, are fulfilling
prophecy, and so forth. If this be the case, the izore
need that genuine Christians in all lands should
solemnly and earnestly litt up their voices against the
whole proceeding, and should do their very best by
bringing to bear upon Ru:sian authorities’the pressure
ot enlightened public opinion, to cause this greas sin
to be stayed, and this greai blot on the very name of
Chnisuan to be washed away. Why should not the
people of Canada as well as of Britzin hold iadigna.
tion meenngs on this subject? Surc wearethey have
done so on less pressing. occasions,

LADIES IN COUNCIL.

AST week there was held in this city a meeting of
ladies 1o consider what they should do the more
effectually to put down the “social evil” both here
and elsewhere, There wereabout a2 kundred present,
and as the reporters were excluded, there was a full
and free discussion of the subject in all its bearings,
The following resolutions were, after due considesa.
tion, unanimously adopted :

1. * That this meeling izes *he socisl evil’ azan
equal sin in-both sexes,-and insists upon the necessity for an
equal admunistration of penalty a1 s %oxnl of Bush jusuce,
and calls apon women to second this view W the question
by placing immoral men upon the same footing in the social
cm:?e as'they now do immoral’ womea.”

2, **That parents and guardians be wged to be ving
and merofal to any woman member of their houschold who
is found 1o bave *fallen,’ (or such forbearing kindness as o
preveatative of {urther wrong-doing is almost all-powerful.”

3. * This mecting holds that & complete revoiution in the
maticr of the educalion of the young as to the physical sela.
tony of “the sexes is greatly to be desired, and iT'l!’ piove &

atrepg moral leves In eradicating the *social e

watch them. Oat of fifty, perhaps thisty are soonback «  About the propriety of the first two of these resolu-

tions there can bo no possible doubt, It Is simply
monstrous that in this matter men should be des
wlih 50 lenlently, and the frail slsterhood have such
hard measurs served out tothem. At the same time,
it Is not to be forgotien that virtuous wome are them.
selves greatly responsible for such a state of things,
We say nothing ubout the difTerent treatment that s
meted out by law, for which, of course, thereis not the
slightest excuyse. Dut what shall we say of the differ.
ent social 'reatment which, in this respect, men and
woiren generally reccsve? £t s quitatrue, as is often
urged, tha. virtuous women do not tn many cases
know the character and conduct of not a few men
whom they may meet in social intercourse, and conse.
quently that they are not to tame for treating these
civilly, and, it may be, even sumething more. This
in u good many cases may ba quite the fact, but ina
still greater number the plea will cot stand 4 moment's
consideration. The conduct of many not unpromi
nent individuals In our own as well as in other coun
tries is as notorious and as notoriousiy bad as that of
any ofthe wall. known inhabitants of bagates, And yet,
who does not know that in many such zases there is
nelther social ostracism nor anything approaching to it
meted out by those wko claim to be virtuous, and so
far to lead soclety? Everyons can easily think of
such cases, and the result haz beea in too many in.
stances that thers has been apparently an increased
measure of popularity vouchsafed to such from the
very {act that they are uaderstood to be “charmingly
naughty ” and “ very fast.” \Vesay nothing about the
popular theatrical representations of the day, in which
apparently it is thought the * proper thing ™ to have
prostitutes for bercines, and beartless adulterers for
the chief mals characters. That may be all well
enough for the “ youths and maidens® who affect the
sthetic and go In for the “high artistic art;® but
decent, good religious women, such as those who
passed the above resolutions, it may be said, have
little or no influence in abating those popular, most
mean, most immoral and most realistic ideas, which
make the hoardings of our streets hideous with their
artistic abominationz  'Wel), so far ihis is true, but
only so far; for if tho professedly religious " -d Chris.
tian women, to say nothing of the men, were all acting
and feeling as they ought, to a large extent things
would bo very different and better, even in these
matters,

The tender treatment of the fallen sisterhvod is also
worthy of grave consideration, How often do mo-
thers, virtuous and professedly Christian, try to entrap
virtuous and attractive gitls into marriage with theur
worn-out, heartless scapegraces of sons, o as, if pos.
sible, as they say, to  savetheir boys,” though it may
be to the utter ruin and abject misery of those who
are made sacrifices by prudent motnerhood at the
% hymeneal altar,” 1 those who are thus so consid-
erate of “ their own boys” would only extend some
times 2 litle compassion to other people’s “ gicls,”
and occasionally, it may be, to their own, who may
not be a hundradth part such great sinners as
the “dear young fellows” they have done so much
to indulge and spoil, it might be a great improvement
all round. Whether it may be for edification for mo-
thers to discuss at length with their boys and girls “the
phyzical relations of the sexes,” we shall not say. It
might and it might not. Bat of this we are certain,
that it would go a great way in the direction wished
for if mothers would so impress their daughters with
the fact that no man who has any respect for them,
to say noshing at all of the higher and more chivalrous
feeling of love, would ever use a word in thewr presence
that the most sensitively delicate might not hear with-
out a blush, and would never be guilty of a hberty
that any onc might not kuow of without reproach,
The wretched fellows that have prosttuted whatever
genius God may have given them to the miserable
work of sanctifying seduction and belittling virtue, as
if license were the most natural and proper thing in
the world, have all in this way only made manifest
that their ideas of love have never risen above the
level of the grossest animalism and the foulest debase-
ment. Let mothers breathe a higher and purer idea
iato their daughters’ hearts, and let sons be trained to
have a noble respect for womavheod in general, at
once for the sake of their mothers and for the honou:
of their God, and then seduction will become an im-
possibility, and the “soclal evil ® will naturally and
aecessarily disappear,  Then, but oot before; thus,
and cot otherise,



