
The R0ckrwoodl lqe-rietu-

In the AUK for July 1898, the
foiiowing description by Mr. Wm.
Palmer, of the new Shrike found
in Kingston occurs:

Subspecific Characters.- Aduit
above bluish gray , beneath pale
slaty;- throat white, bill sm-ailer.
regulariy tapering, hook delicate
and sharply bent downwards, tait
shorter than wing.

Type, No. 163077 . Aduit, duiler,

especaliy beneath. and sinaller,
Kînugston, Ontario, April 4, I89S,
Dr. C. K. Clarke.

From Maine, Vermont and Can-
ada to Minnesota, southwards into
North Carolina and the Ohio Val-
ley to the Plains. Absent in winter
[rom its more northern and higher
habitats, and migrating in the
autunmn towvard the Atlantic coast
and into the Carolinas, Tennessee
and luwerMNississippi valley. l3reed-
ing aimost entireiy above the 500
foot contour in the valieys, casuaiiy
up to about 2000 feet, and to within
about So miile~s of the Coast of
Maine. Fruni Cauada and the
edges of the plains intergrading
into excubitoroides.

In migrans the wing is longer
than the tait, due to its migratory
habit, in ludovii-ianus the tail is
longebt, thuý. indicating Ats fixed
habitat. la consequence the third
primary featlier of the former ib,
u.suaily the longest, or is equai tu
the fourtli in the latter the fourth
is nearly aiwvays the longest. The
forehiead of ludovicianus is dark
like the top of the head, in migrans
it is nearly always paier. In the
southern bird the underparts are
usually airnost immaculate, in the
other the slaty of the sides of the
breast,, extends acrobs, týbpeciaii.y in
the hreeding plumage. Usuaily a
faint trace of reddish is perceptible
on the breast of ludovicianus, but
is stronger in migrans, especially
in the femnales and immature.
Signs of iminaturity disappear
quickly in ludovicianus, they soon
assume aduit plumage; the reverse

is true of migrans,. the duiler
plumage, browner primaries, and
pater edgings on the wing.cov'erts
lasting longer. Larger areas of
white marking occur on individuais
of both forms, and are indicative
of greater.age but some immature
are precocious.

Mîgrans is distingnishabie by its
darkeýr, duller plumage, especially
beneath, by being stouter and
l.-)nger, and by its larger bill, tarsi
and feet.

ln ludovicianus the upper tait-
coverts are ainiostinvariablysimilar
to the back ini color, paieness vhe-n
occurring being due to, bleaching
and wearing. in muigrans the maie
usualiy bas pale upper tail.coverts,
bleach ing in the breeding season
to a duhl, dirty whitish. The
stronger, duiler colors of the females
rarely bltaching as niuch. At the
end of the breeding season the
plumage usually presents a very
ragged, bleached condition, with
ail the coiors very much faded.
The great difference, usually, be-
twveen the purer colors of the male:
and the darker, duiler colors of the
femnales, the difference in size and
the consequent varying ainount of
bieaching of the sexes is responsible
for the identification, so common,
of excubituroides as an eastera
bird. The plumage is alvrays paler
when frebh but buon darkenb,
especiaiiy in migrans, where the
contra.st is greater. In this alsu
the contrabt between the white
throat and the darkibh breast is
nearly alway.« evident, and exceed-
ingly rare in the southern bird.

Measurements %vere mnade of
nearly ail the specimens groupedl
by Statq>s. These show that the
bitds taken at the most northern
parts of the range of migrans are
the Iargebt. The averages inelude,
ail the specimens measured. no
weeding out of the smnaliest or
immature being done.

Shrikes are iuhabitants of open,
%vooded, scrubby country. The
mixed prairie, savanna, open pine
woods, and humnmock lands of the
southern coasts.


